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To the Right Honourable 


be.» fd ens ol 
1 My Lok, 31e. 


HE moſt amiable virtues and the 


brighteſt talents formed the.cha- 
rafter of that Hero, whoſe: travels 1 
relate; and to whom conld- I offer a. 
picture of ſo fine a genius: and ſo gener- 
dus a mind but to a Ir * Your 
ordſtip's $ raſte? 
The ſingular friendſhip with which | 


our Lordſhip honours me gave riſe to 


his undertaking; and my obligations 


—_— — —— 


DEDICATION. 
are of ſueh a nature, that to let paſs the | 
preſent opportunity of acknowledging 
them, would be the higheſt injuſtice, as 
well as ingratitude- Accept this mark 
of the inviolable attachment and pro- 
found repeat of, 


MY LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 
= moſt obedient, and | 

moſt humble ſeryant, 


5 ANDREY RAMSAY. 
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he 


ar 


hah? 
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VER fince the * edition of Tax, Tx4- 
vis or Cyevs, the author has liſtened 
with reſpe& and deferenice to the judgment of 
the public; and as feveral ſpecious objections 
have been tnade to the work; and many real 
faults diſcovered init, his deſign in this preface 
is to give the beſt anſwer he can to the one, 
and to acquaint the reader with What he has 

done to correct the other. 

The moſt general deſe& in tha former edi- 
tions is the inaction of Gyrus, who through 
the whole courſe of his travels has too much 
of the indolent philoſopher and too little of the 
hero, who was one day tq be · the conqueror of 
Aſia, The nature of this work not requiring 
the action of an epie poem, this fault might 


have been excuſed ; the author; has neverthe: | bo 
eſs ſubmitted to the judgment of the Publie, © 
and has made Cyrus act in the ſeveral counn- 


tries through which he / paſſes; and this with- 
out departing from the character of a young 3 
ero upon his travels, or ſhocking the reader 
"1th tales and fictions that have no foundatipn = 
Vor-. A | 


| this epiſode concludes too abruptly, It has 


- Mandana conſent to their ſon's marriage con- 
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in antiquity,” Beſides this general defect, there 
are others p:culiar to each book, 1 
In the firſt, the narration is too hiſty and 
conciſe : the reader feels a tender concern for 
Caſſandana, loves her, and fears to loſe her; | 
nevertheleſs ſhe, diſappears on a ſudden,. and 
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been likewiſe obſerved, that there is no relati- 
on between the virtuous love of Cyrus for Caſ- 
ſandana, and the criminal paſſion of Stryangeus 
For Zarina. Nor is this all, Cambyſes and 
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trary to all the rules of good police. The au- 
thor hopes he has corrected theſe faults, by the 
additions made to the firſt book, where he gives 
a vie of the political ſtate of Aſia in Cyrus's 
time. ; 
nn the ſecond book the author had not aſſign- 
ed. a proper motive for Cyrus's journey to ſec 


Zoroaſter; the occaſion of it at ꝑpreſent is this. by 
The Prince of Perſia begins to entertain a eon- ma 
tempt for religion, and in order to guard him Eg) 
againſt this danger, Hyſtaſpes, his governor, Pric 


epgages him to make a viſit to the Magi :, ti 
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re reprefentation which Zoroaſter makes of the 


wonders of nature, and the amiable ideas he 


nd gives him of the Divinity, ſatisfy his doubts, 


for and ſettle his mind; and while he is thus in- 


er; | ſtructed by philoſophical reaſonings, which +. 
and could not be ſuppoſed very agreeable to a young 


has. princeſs accuſtomed to the gaieties and diver- 
ſions of the court of Ecbatan, the author, to 


of the Magi celebrating the feſtival of the god- 
deſs Mythra ; this deſeription relaxes the mind, 


the Perſians, and makes a proper diviſion of 
Zoroaſter's diſcourſe "pon natural philoſophy 
and religion. | 
The third book was all narration, there was 
no action; the epiſode | of Amenophis was 
thought intereſting enough, but Cyrus ſeem- 
ed to be forgotten; and-was remembred only 
by reflexion. The author has found means to 
make this prince preſent at the revolutions of 
Egypt, without becoming a priſoner with A- 
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amuſe Caſſandana, has introduced the wives 


ſerves for an introduction to the Theology of 


pries, or countenancing the uſurpation. of A- 
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maſis, diſplaying occaſionally his n Vir» 
tues and heroic-ſentiments. Is 7 
In the fourth and fifth books the het 
and Athenians-were put to a great expence of 
men and ſhips enly- to amuſe Cyrus. Virgil 
kills and maims ſome of the Athletæ in the 
games, in order to give a luſtre to his heroes, 
but the author had exceeded the liberty taken 
by the Latin poet. Fo correct this fault, he 
has related in his fourth book the war between 
the Lacetlemonians and Tegeans, - mentioned 
by Herodotus, and · Which happened preciſely 

at the time when Cyrus is ſuppoſed to be at 
Sparta. This epifode has given the author 
occaſion to unfold, in a more extenſive man- 
ner; the political ſtate of Sparta, and the dil. 
ferent opinions of* Pelybius and Nlutarch con- 
ceerning the deſigns of Lyeurgus in his laws and 

- inſtitutions of government. In xhe fifth bobl 
a ſea· ſight is ſuppoſed between Megacles and 
Piſiſtratus, when How Perſian ene went ine 
Attica. n eam 
In the ſixth book W ſhewed — 
„ «that thought could abt be a property of m 
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der; but it was neceſſary ſome pages ſhould be 
adde to evince that we have no reaſon. to be · 
lieve that extenſion and thought are properties 
of the ſame ſubſtance; and chat the ſyſtem of 
Spinoza, (who is meant by Anaximander) is a 
ſeries of looſe ſuppoſitions without 7 — 
ſtration. 1 OI E 
The author has made a conſiderable nid = 
on to the ſeventh book, with regard to the re- 
ligion of the. Tyrians and the death of Adonis. 
thought he might take advantage of this 
beautiful part of Mythology to explain. the an- 

lent tradition common to almaſt all nations 
oncerning a middle God, who was to expiate 
ind deſtroy moral evil by his own great ſuffer- 
gs, As the. Phaœnicians lived near Judea, 
hey might poſſibly have. clearer ideas of reli - 
y may perhaps juſtify that new. epiſode. How - 
ver, it would be unreaſonable to expect that 
vhat is put in the mouth of each philoſopher 
lating to the. religion of his on country, 
ould be found word for word in the ancients. 
he. author. of Cyrus has only wrought into. a. 

A 
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connected ſyſtem the: moſt beautiful hints: of 
_ antiquity, in order to uufold the great princi- 
. ples of religion, and ſhew that all narions had 
from the beginning ſome.adea of e 
11 Fe more or leſs confuſed, = 
are added, / to An accuracy to the rea- 
-- fonings ef Eleazer, and more ſtrength. to the 
+ , difcourſeiof Daniel iche latter proves the fa 
pernaturał eſtabliſiment᷑ of religion nee 
proper method for it, t hat s to ſay, by a tela· 
tion af facts; but. his diſcourſe at preſent. con 
tains ſeveral corroborative hints, to ſhew that 
theſe facts are incontoſtible. And laſtly, he ve» 
fers Cyrus to the accompliſhment of the pro- 
- phecies in his own perſan, as an invincible pgs 
of all the. truths he has told hm. 
The author has made ſeveral additions 20 
his diſcaurſe on the ancient Mythology, in or- 
der tu ſhew; that as all the fitions of che Fa- 
Fans ſuppoſe the reality of the three ſtates of 
che world, ſo all the Pagan diuimities fay be 
reduced. to one ſupreme God, che principle of 
— 
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and a middle God who is his ſon, his re- 
meſentative or vicegerent. Beſides theſe ad- 
Wiitions, which are the moſt important, there 
many others leſs conſiderable, which the 
author thought neceſſary, to render the tran - 


itions more eaſy and natural, the narration 


more connected, the princip'es more palpable, 
and the reaſonings more concluſive, This is 
hat the author has done, to correct the real 
aults in the former editions of his work. The 
dbjeQicns, to which he thinks he can give a ſo- 
id anſwer, without changing any thing in Ins 
plan; are as follow. 


T1. To begin with thelealt important of them: 

t has been abjected, that-the author is a pla- 

piary, and that he has in ſeveral places tran- 

cribed whole pages from the biſhop of Meaux's 
niverſal hiſtory, M. de Tourreil's hiſtorical 
preface, Pr. Cudworth's intellectual ſyſten. 
ind the life of Hay-Ebn-Yokdan, tranſlated 1 
from the Arabic, 

'Theſe pretended thefts impoſed at firſt up- 
n thoſe ho were not in a condition to cen. 
A 4 


r rie 


ſult the originals; but upon a ſtrict examina- 
tion, the injuſtice and ignorance of the critics 
appeared. The third book, which treats of 
ancient Egypt, contains ſeveral remarks, of 
which there is not«the leaſt trace in the biſhop 
af Meaux's univerſal hiſtory, The author has 
indeed in ſome places followed the tranſlation 
made by that prelate of certain paſſages in Dio- 
dorus Siculus, Herodotus and Strabo : but is a 
man aplagiary:becauſe in his.citations from the 
ancients he chuſes rather to follow a good tranſ- 
lation than a bad. one? So in comparing M. de 
 Fourreil's preface with the fourth and fifth 
books of his work, the reader will find nothing 
common to them, except certain paſſages pure 

ly hiſtorieal. The life- of Hay-tbn-Yokdan, 

tranſlated from the Arabic into Latin by Dr. 
Pocock, has no reſemblance: with the autnor's 
hiſtory of Hermes the ſecond, unleſs it be the 
general idea of a ſavage brought up in a de- 
ſart; there is not the leaſt likeneſs either in 
the matter or in the method of reaſoning, The 
Arabian philoſopher begins with very refinee 
diſquiſitions in anatomy, paſſes thence to meꝶ 
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taphyſical diſcuſſions, and concludes with the 
dreams of the Mahometan contemplatives. Alx 
the author's reaſonings are, on the contrary, 
ſo managed, that they do not exceed the capa- 
city of a common good underſtanding, who has 
no other inſtructor than nature : he has endea- 
voured ſo to introduce his ideas, as not to tranſ- 
greſs the bounds of probability, to range each 
truth in its proper place, to mix ſpeculation 
with ſentiment, and to raiſe : the ſoul by eaſy 
and natural gradations to the knowledge and 
logs of che. Firſt eing. Laſtly, as to Dr Cud- 
worth, notwithſtanding his miſtakes and want 
of method, he had penetrated farther into the 
myſteries of antiquity than the moſt part of eri- 
tics; nevertheleſs this learned man ſays no- 
ding of the three ſtates of the world, which 
are the foundation of all that the author of Cy- 
rus advances upon religion. Far from being 
A 'plagiary, he had not conſulted enough the 
doctor's excellent remarks concerning the three 
forms · of the Divinity; he has made more uſs 
of them in this edition, but nnn 
kim or-the originals. G2 96 4341 MW 
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11. It is thought that the epiſodes, in which 
the author ſpeaks of love, are related with too 
much rapidity, ſo that the reader has not time 

enough to be touched, moved and tranſported. 

To this it may be anſwered, chat theſe ſto- 
ries are related by pet ſons who ought not to 
launch out into love-ſpeeches, tender ſentiments 
and ſprightly images. The ancients are very 
ſparing in words when the ſituation and eir- 
cumſtances ſpeak ſufficiently of-- theraſelves; 
When Homer is to paint the charms of Helen, 
he does it by a-ſingle'ſtroke ; ſhe goes into the 
council of the old men, they fix their eyes upon 
her, are diſeompoſed, and ſuſpend their deli- 
berations. When Virgil makes Dido ſpeak, 
her words are few, but each word. is a ſenti- 
ment: the tender paſſhons loſe their force and 
their delicacy when they become too eloquent. 
Beſides, all the author's fictions, where lovers 
the object, are in the two firſt books, and tend 
to preſerve Cyrus from the follies of youth, by 
ſne wing him, not ſo much the fweets of love, 
as the bitter effects of it: as ſoon as He attains 
te a riper age; Caſſandana diess, and che-here 
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W begins his, travels. Thus hiſtory ſimply tre- 
lates facts as they happen, without endeavaurs 
ing after the intrigues, ſpeeches nnn 
adventures of romance. 


III. some object thaf che travels of Cyrus 
are not well imagined, and that any other hes 
ro would have ſuited better with the author's 
project than the conqueror of Aſia. 

Conquerors have generally no other view in 
xtending their dominion, than to ſatisfy their 
unbounded ambition : Cyrus on the contrary 
made uſe of his victories to procure the happi- 
neſs of the conquered nations. The author's 
intention in making choice of ſuch a prince, 
was to ſhew, that courage, great. exploits and 
military talents, may indeed excite our admiray 
ion, but do not form the character of a true 
dero, without the addition of wiſdom, virtue, 
and noble ſentiments. In order to form ſuch 
hero, it was thought allowable to male him 
vel and the ſilence of Xenophon, who ſays 
nothing in his Cyropædia of what happened to 
us Gem Dis- Lxieeuth to his fortieth years 
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leaves the author at liberty to imagine this 
fiction. The relation of the prince's travels 
furniſhes an · oon ſion to deſcribe the religion. 
manners and politics of the ſeveral-countries Ind 
through which he paſſes, Theſe travels can- Wa th 
not ſurely appear unnatural; a prudent prince 
like Cambyſes, a father who · is fappoſed to be 1 
informed of the oracles concerning the future he! 
greatneſs of his ſon, a tributary king who knows 
the danger of ſending the young prince a ſe- WW aid, 
cond time to the court of Ecbatan;-ought to bo M 
ſenſible that Cyrus; at twenty-five-years of age, 
could not better employ his time during the 
interval of a profound peace, than by travel- WM. 
ling into Egypt and Greece. It was neceſfary auth 
to prepare a prinee who was to be one-day the n ep 
founder and law-giver of a mighty empire, to 
- accompliſh” his high deſtiny by acquiring in ¶ mita. 
each country ſonie. knowledge worthy of his en X 
great genius. Is there any thing ſtrained in ſtrev 
all this? No other hero could anſwer the au- 
thor's intention; had he made any other prince 
travel, he would have loft all the advantages 
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zeliverer of the people of God, as contempora- 


ind as living in an age, ue learning, manners 
and events of which, could, alone. be. ſuitable 


to the deſign of this work. 


IV. . ao diſtinction between 
he plan of Telemachus and that of Cyrus, 
ontinually cry. out, that there is no unity,6f 
action in the latter. 
W Nothing is more unreaſonable than to com- 
pare two works of ſuch different natures ; in- 
ſtruction is indeed-the- aim of both, but they 
not formed upon. tlie ſame originals; the 
author of Telemachus. writes a continuation of 
n epic poem; the author of Cyrus, fills up the 
haſm in a philoſophical hiſtory; the one has 
mitated Homer. with ſucceſs, the other has ta- 
en Xenophon for his model. M. de Cambray 
ſtrews every where the richeſt flowers of poe- 
; he paints nature ãn all. her variety, and the 
objects themſelves. become yifible, he deſcribes: 
all the motions of the heart of man, and makes 
us feel them ſucgeſſively; he xenders;the, moſt 


7 with the great men with whom he conſults, 


CE: 
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epie poem: in this kind of fiction the hero 


tireſome when he perſonates too much the phi- 
lIoſopher: he is to inſtruct only by hints, and 
not by long and elaborate diſcuſſions. The 
- obſervation of theſe rules was incompatible 
- with the author's views; his deſign was toſhev 


of truth, to compare the religions, govers' 
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ſublime truths palpable, and never fatigues the 


mind with abſtracted ideas; he paſſes fron Wh 
beautiful images tomoble ſentiments, and finds 


a ſhorter- way to the heart than by reaſoning ; 
he walks; he flies, he ſighs, he thunders, he 
mourns, he rejoices, he aſſumes all forms by 
_—_ and never fails to transform us with him, 

The author's utmoſt ambition was to unfold 
the-ppiaciples of his maſter, without daring to 
attempt an imitation of his graces ; he choſea 
ſabje& more proportioned to his capacity, 2 
Work in which he was to compare the philoſo- 
phical ideas of others rather than exert a po- 
etic invention; he did not pretend to write an 


ſhould never diſappear; it is he whom we liſten i 
to, it is he only whom we love; the poet grows 


the gradual progreſs of the mind in the ſearch 


P*RAE FA C E N 


the f nents; and laws of different nations, and to 
om borm the legiſlator, rather than che conqueror; 
nds unity of action is by no means neceſſary in a 


; by to inſtruction, and the inſtructions are, as he 
im. apprehends, proportioned to the age of Cyrus : 
fold in his youth he is in danger of being corrupt- 
g to U by vanity, love and irreligion; Mandana, 
ole a Hyſtaſpes, -and. Zoroaſter, preſerve him from 
7, 2 theſe ſnares, The hiſtory of Apries lays open 
ofo- to him all the artifices of a perfidious courtier; 
po- chat of the kings of Sparta, the dangers of an 
te an exceſſive confidence in favourites, or of an un- 
hero juſt difidence of miniſters; that of Periander, 
iſten ¶ tbe fatal miſchiefs which attend deſpotic pow- 
rows er and the diſpenſing with ancient laws; that 
phi· of Piſiſtratus, the puniſhment of a baſe, falſe, 
and and crafty policy; and that of Nabuchodono- 
The ſor, the dreadful conſequences of relapſing in- 
tibia to impiety, after due light and admonition. 


work of this nature; it is ſufficient if there be 
unity of deſign. All. the- author's epiſodes tend 


The prince is at firſt inſtructed by fables to 
preſerve him from the paſſions of youth; he 
afterwards inſtructs himſelf by his own reflexi- 
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ons, by the examples he ſees, and by all che 
adventures he meets with in his travels; he 
goes from country to'country, oollecting all the 
treaſures of wiſdom i converſing with the great WW now 
men he finds · there, and performing heroic ex- ruth 
Ploits as'eccafior preſents. 


work, have fnfinuated, that far from doing ho- 
mage to religion, he degrades it.” - 
He ſhould think himfelf very-unhappy tv 
have produced awork ſo contrary to his inten- 
tions. All that he Advances upon religion may 
be reduced to two printipal points: the firſ 
is to prove againſt the Atheiſts che exiſtence of 
a Supreme Deity, who produced the world by 
- his power, and- governs it Hy his wiſdom, To 
this end Z oroaſter unveils tous alt the wonder: WP ** * 
of nature, Hermes conſults the native and ge- 
*nuine tendency of the heart, and Pythagoras 
« aſcends to firſt principles: and thus the author 
endeavours to unite the ſtrength of all, that 
ſenſe, natural ſentiment, and reaſon, can af - 
Ford us for the proof of the firſt and moſtim- 


| 

| 

NN I” 
V. Some perfons, to diſcredit the author's 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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ortant of all truths, .. Tradition ſtrikes in | 

Wick philoſophy : the author has endeavoured. 

> ſhew, that the earlieſt opinions of the moſt 
nowing and civilized nations come nearer the 

ruth than thoſe of latter ages; that the The- 

logy of the Orientals is more pure than that 

ff the Egyptians, that of the Egyptians leſs 
orrupted than that of the Greeks, and that of 

ie Greeks more exalted than that of the Ro- 

pans ; that. the primitive ſyſtem of the world 

as that of one ſupreme Deity ; that in order 

> adapt this idea to the capacity of the vul- 

War, the divine attributes were reprelented by. 

legories and hieroglyphics ; that mankind 

jaking into matter, quickly forgot the mean- 

vg of thoſe ſacred ſymbols, and fell into ido- 

guy; that idolatry brought forth irreligion ;, | 
What raſh. and inconſiderate minds not being, 

ble to diſtinguiſh, between principles and the: 

buſes of them, ran from one exceſs to another. 

zuch have. been. the variations of the human 

ind, with regard to the Deity, in almoſt all 
imes and all countries. The author's inten- 
jon. throughout his whole ſyſtem. was to ſhews 
Vor. I. B. 


thus ſpread throughout all nations; that the 
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the wild extravagance of thoſe who maintain 
that the doctrines of religion are only the ef- 
fects of the ignorance and ſtupidity of the in- 
fant world; that the firſt men not knowing the 
phyſical canſes, had recourſe to inviſible pow- 
ers to explain the phznomena of nature; and 
laſtly, that politicians refined and improved 
theſe indigeſted ideas, in order to compoſe a 
ſyſtem of religion uſeful and neceſfary to ſociety, 
be ſerond point is to ſhew, in oppoſition to 
the Deiſts, that the principal doctrines of re- W 
vealed religion, conceriing the ſtates of inno- r re 
cence, corruption and renovation, are as anei- 
ent as the world; that they were the founda- 
tions of Noah's religion; that he tranſmitted ncier 
them to his children; that theſe traditions were 


Pagans disfigured, degraded and obſcured them 
by their abſurd fictions; and laſtly, that thefe 
primitive truths have been no where preſerved 
in their purity except in the true religion. 
When we ſee divers nations agree concerning 
the beginning, the decline and re-eſtabliſhment 
af a manarchy, che birth, exploits, and virtus 
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of the hero who is the reſtorer of it, is not this 
ſufficient proof of theſe principal facts, tho' 
the circumſtances ſhould be related differently, 
and be even fabulous? The author, in unfold- 
ing the ancient traditions, has diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween fable and truth, philoſophical hypothe- 
ſes and doctrines of faith, eſſence and form, the 
pirit and the letter, which ought never to be 
ſeparated, but which cannot be confounded 
vithout diſguiſing and diſhonouring Chriſtia- 
iy: he hoped thereby to have given a plan 
Pr religion, equally amiable and reaſonable, 
ind to have ſhewn that its principles are beau- 
iful, its conſequences natural, and its original 
ncient ; that it enlightens the mind; comforts 
e heart, and eſtablithes the welfare of ſociety. 


VI. Thoſe who degrade the wiſdom and 
zoodneſs of God, under pretence of extolling 
is power and juſtice, have thought that Ele- 
zar's diſcourſe too plainly favoured the opi- 
ions of Origen concerning the pre · -exiſtence 
df ſouls, and the reſtitution of all ſpirits, One 
ay venture to ſay, that whoever * this 
B 2 | 
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objection, does not underſtand the plan of tha: 
work; it is as follows: Each philoſopher ſpeaks 
to Cyrus the language of his own religion and 
country. The. Qrientals, . Egyptians, Greeks 
and Tyrians, all agree in the original. purity, 
preſent corruption and future reſtoration of 
mankind, but they. wrapt up theſe truths in 
different fables, each aecording to the genius 
of their nation. Eleazar clears this ſyſtem from 
the Pagan fidtions, but retains in- his own the 
opinions. of his ſect. The errors which prevail 
at this day reſemble thoſe of former times. 
The mind of man ſees but a ſmall number of 6 
ideas, reviews them continually, and thinks 
them new only becauſe it expreſſes them differ: 
ently in different ages. The Magi in Cyrus al 
time were fallen into a kind of Atheiſm like tha 
of Spinoza; Zoroaſter, Hermes and Pythago - 
Tas, adored one ſale. Deity, but they were De: 
iſts; Eleazar reſembled the Socinians, who art 
for ſubjecting religion to. philaſophy ; Danie 
repreſents a perfect Chriſtian, and the hero d 
this book a young prince wha began to be cor 
rupted by the maxims of irreligion. In orde 


F 
i 
* 
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toſet him right, the different philoſophers with 
whom he converſes ſucceſlively unfold to him 

new truths mixed with errors. Zoroaſter con- 

futes the miſtakes of- the Magi; Pythagoras 

thoſe of Zoroaſter; Eleazar thoſe of Pythago- 
ras; Daniel rejects thoſe of all the others, and 
his doctrine is the only one which the author 
adopts, The order of theſe converſatiens 
ſhews the progreſs of the mind, the matter 
being ſo diſpoſed, « that the Atheiſt becomes 

Deilt, the Deiſt Socinian, and the Socinian Chri- 

Rian, by a plain and natural chain of ideas. 

The great art in inſtructing is to lead the mind 

gradually on, and to take advantage even of 
its errors to make it reliſh. truth. That Cyrus 

might thus be conduded ſtep by ſtep, it was 

neceſſary to introduce a perſon of the religion 

ot the Hebrews, who ſhould conſute by rea- 

ſon all the objections drawn from reaſon. Da- 

niel could not act this part: It would not have 

become him to ſolve difficulties by uncertain 

conjedtures; the . philoſopher might prepare 

dhe prince by bare hypotheſes, to ſubmit and 

0-diltrult his underſtanding: But it was ne⸗ 

B. 3 
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ceſſary that the prophet ſhould diſengage Cy- 
rus from all. bold ſpeculations, how refined and 
bright ſoever they might appear, and lead him 
to the belief of a ſupernatural religion, not by. 
a. philoſophical demonſtration of its doctrines, 
but by proving them to. be. divinely revealed. 
In a word, he ſhould fix the mind of the young 
hero by indiſputable facts, which ſtrike much 
more forcibly than abſtract ideas. And it is for 
this reaſon that the author introduces in his laſt 
book rwo perſons of very different characters, 
a philoſopher and a prophet; the one employs 
the powers of reaſon againſt incredulity, the 
other impoſes ſilencę on all reaſonings by a ſu- 
pernatural authority. This is the only uſe 
which the author would make of the opinions 
of Drigen ; they anſwer the objections of the 
incredulous concerning the beginning and du- 
ration of evil; they ſhew, that ſince the weak 
reaſdn of the -Philoſaphers can find a plauſible 
ſolution of thoſe great difficulties, we may well 
conclude that. the Infinite Wiſdom wilt be able. 
one day to juſtify his ways, which are now im- 
' penetrable, So long as it is allowable to phi-- 
> 
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Toſophiſe, the author expoſes the moſt probable 
ſyſtems and hypotheſes ; but when the queſti- 
on is of faith, he reaſons only up6n palpable 
facts, in order to diſcover whether God has 
ſpoken to his creatures or not: the moment 
we are convinced of this, all doubtful opinions. 
are loſt and abſorbed in the depths of the Di- 


vine incompreheaſibility, 


VII. Thoſe who thought the ſketches of na- 
tural philoſophy in this work miſplaced, pre- 
tending that the ancients are reprelented more 
knowing than they really were, will be much 
more ſhocked to ſee. thole philoſophical deſcrip- 


tions augmented. in- the ꝑreſent edition. It is, 


not ſurpriling to hear this objection made by 
empty, {aperficial minds, who laugh at the Mo- 
faic hiſtory, while they adopt the Greek fables 


 concerRing the origin of mankind ; but it is a- 


ſtoniſning to hear the ſame cavils from thoſe 


| who reverence revealed religion, who do not . 


believe that man was created originally wild 


and favage, that he wandered in the woods f 


aud deſarts, without knowledge, religion or- 
Þ:; | 


Ade hilt, . p- 3. 
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law, and who have philoſophy enough to dif- 
cern that the world could not come out of the 
hands of a wiſe, good, and powerful Creator, 
in its preſent ignorance, diforder and corrup- 
tion. Teſe perſons might eaſily be perſuad- 
ed, that · the firſt men had knowledges of God 
and nature, which are loſt in theſe latter ages; 
that the ſacred writers did not talk at random 
when they extolled the profound learning of 
the Orientals and Fgyptians, even in the time 
of Moſes; and laſtly, - that (2) Joſephus was 
not a viſionary, when he ſaid that the Pagans 
of his time had an ancient tradition, that A- 
braham, who was famous in Ara, eommunica- 


ted many ſublime diſcoveries in natural phi!o- 
ſophy to the Chaldeans and Egyptians. The 
author however has no need of theſe pretexts 
to juſtify the philoſophical deſcriptions in this 
work. Mis aim being to ſet before the eyes of 
a young prince thoſe elements of ſcience which 
might help to form his underſtanding and his 
heart, he thought thoſe a pictures more 


(a) See Joſeph, Antiq. bb, I, cap. 8, Beras ibid, 4 


3 


PR E F A CE. Try 


"per than poetical paintings, to give his pu- 
il a general idea of nature, inſpire him with 
taſte of philoſophy, and awaken his defire of 
nowledge. In purſuing this deſign, he has 
aken the liberty to depart from ſtrict truth, 
ontent himſelf with probability, and make a- 
dachroniſms in natural as well as civil hiſtory. 


vin. Some pretend that the. author has but 
WS ohtly touched a great many fabjeRs, without 
ving to the bottom of every one; that his 
pok is rather a ſummary than a work : that 
e ſteps· too quick from one ſubject to another; 
ad that his ſtile is every where too laconic, 
| dmetimes too metaphyſical and abſtruſe, and 
en too void of ornament. : 

To this ĩt may be anſwered, that profount 
aſoning does not conſiſt in a multiplicity of 
ords: it is perhaps eaſier to write a great vo- 
me than a*little one; the labour is not the 
ſs real becauſe it is concealed. It was intend- 
d that each intelligent reader ſhould have the 
pleaſure of drawing the conſequences from the 
principles, unfolding thoſe firſt ſeeds ot truth, 

os 


ORDER, which is the eternal and univerſal law 
of all intelligences. In a work of this-nature, 
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5 cultivating them, and n a her- ing 
veſt of knowledge, of which the author him- ture 
ſelf had perhaps no idea. We have a ſuffici- um 
ent number oi books which convey inſtruction that 
by diffuſive reaſonings, ingenious aphoriſms, aeg 
and florid illuſtrations. The author's deſign it, he 


was to habituate the mind of a young prince to liſum 
Judge by principles, diſcover the connection of tous 
eſfntialtruths, and unite them under one view. To 
He ſays to him upon each ſubject what is ne- 

ceſſary to ſhew, that all nations had originally, 
the ſame fundamental principles; that the du- 
ties of religion, morality, and good policy, 
flow from the ſame ſource, conſpire to the ſame 
ends, and -mutually ſupport and fortify each 
other; in a word, that all the civil and human 
virtues, the laws of. nature. and nations, are, 
ſo to ſpeak, but conſequences of THz OV 05 


it is neceſſary to unbend the mind of the read- 
er, - without carrying it off from its principal 
object: all the flowers ſhould be thoughts, the. Wk corner 
graces noble and tender ſentiments, the paint · 
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ings characters, and the deſcriptions ſuch pie- 
tures as make us acquainted with nature, and 


admire the Creator. The author 1s ſenſible, 
that he is far. from having executed this vaſt 
deſign, but. in the attempt he has made towards 

it, he was obliged to avoid all foreign embel- 
liihments, laboured connexions, and the ambi- 
tious ornaments of the Greek and Latin poeſy. 


To ſpeak more clearly; poeſy has had the 


ſame fate with philoſophy. The Orientals, 
the Chaldeans, and above all the Hebrews, 
painted nature without diſguiſing it, and gave. 
iſe to every thing without deitying it. Ac- 


erding to them, every thing proceeds from... 
dd, and ought to flow back to him again. 


ll the viſible wonders of nature are-faint ima» 
pes of his greatneſs, and the innumerable or- 


of ſpirits emanations from his wiſdom, 
kind are all but one family. of that im- 
menſe republic of intelligences of which God 
the common Father. Each man is as a ray 
f light ſeparated from its ſource, Rrayed into 


corner of diſordered nature, toſſed about by 


r tumultuous wind of paſſion, tranſported 
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from climate to climate by reſtleſs deſires, pu · 
rified by all the misfortunes it meets with, till 
it becomes like a ſubtile vapour re · aſcending 

to the ſuperior regions from whence it fell, 
We have here a fruitful ſource of luminous i. 
deas, beautiful images, and ſuBlime expreſſions, 
ſuch as we find in the holy ſcripture, and in 
Milton, who has copied them. The Egypti- WF him 

ans corporalized too much theſe Ideas by their I alw 


ſenſible ſymbols; ꝓut the Greek poets, and their WF dane 
imitatèrs Rota poets, entirely mangled BY it. is 
and degraded them. The Divinity is no long -: per i 
er a ſovereign wifdom, but a blind deſtiny; It 
man is but a maſs of atoms, of which nothing Wi that 
remains aſter death but an empty ſhade ; im - free 
mortality is a dream, the Elyſian fields a mer: Wi rema 
fubterraneous cavern, and the habitations I have 
the gods a mountain of Greece: by theſe means but te 


a dark veil is drawn over the whole univerk 
the ſource of noble ideas is dried up; and ret 
ſon becomes a barren field: The imagination 
deſtitute of principles ſceks to ſupply its ind- 
gence by creating a new world ; it transforns 
all objects in order to embelliſh-them; it exal 
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bd Gods, and debaſes Gods into men; 
it gives body to ſpirits, and ſpirit to bodies; 


ling its deſcriptions are florid, but falſe, and its 
fell, mervellous degrades the. divine nature; the a- 
i gr eeable and the gay take the place of the true 


ſublime, and of that diviner poetry, which firſt. 


d in leads man into his own heart, and then raiſes 
ypti - him above himſelf. Such is the Greek poeſy, 
cheir always poor in the midſt of its ſeeming abun- 


dance: had the author been able to imitate it, 


18led BY it is what he ought to have avoided, as impro- 
long: per in a book of principles. 
tiny; It is not pretended by all that has been ſaid,.. 


that this work, as now given to the public, is 
free from faults ; there will no doubt always 
remain a great number; nor would the author 
have troubled the reader with theſe reflexions, 
but to juſtify his main deſign, and explain more 
fully the plan of his box. 
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HE Aſſyrian empire having been for ma- 
1 ny ages extended over all Aſia, was at 
ength diſmembered, upon the death of Sarda- 
napalus (a). Arbaces governor of Media en- 
ered into a league with Beleſis governor of 
Babylon, to dethrone that effeminate monarch: 
hey beſieged him in his capital, where the un- 

ortunate emperor, to avoid being made a pri- 

oner, and to hinder his enemies from becom- 

g maſters of his immenſe riches, ſet fire to his 
palace, threw himſelf into the flames, and pe- 
iſhed, with all his treaſures, *Nitius the true 
zeir ſucceeded him in the throne, and reigned 
it Nineveh ; but Arbaces took poſſeſſion of Me-. 


6) Diod. Sie. Hb. 3. Athen, lb. 13. Herod, 15.2. 


uſt, lib, 1. capa 3s 
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dia, with all its dependencies, and Beleſis of lin 
Chaldea, with the neighbouring territories (6), gre 
And thus was the ancient empire of the Aſſy- you 
 riansdivided into three monarchies, the capi- i =* 
tals of which were Ecbatana, Babylon, and Ni- ” 
neveh. It was not long before the laſt became ” 
a <7 to the ambitious ſucceſſors of Beleſis; b 
or. did thoſe of Arbaces fail to puth their cons 5 4 
quads? they brought ſeveral of the neighbour: eric 
ing nations under tribute, and particularly ha 
Perſia : ſo that the kings of Media and Baby- 5 = 
lon became the two great potentates of the rug 
Eaft. Such was the ſtate of. Aſia when Cyrus.  n 
was born: his father Cambyſes was king of wall 
Perſia: Mandana his mother was daughter of 


Aſtyages king of the Medes. 

He was educa ted from his tender years aſter 
* manner of ancient Perſia, where the youth 
was inured to hardſhip and fatigue; hunting, 
and war-were their only exerciſes; but confid- 
ing too much in their natural courage, the 
neglected military diſcipline, The Perſian 
were hitherto rough, but virtuous; they were 
not verſed in thoſe arts and ſciences which po- 


This happened many years before the foundation of 
Rome, and the inſtitution of the Olympiads. It was in the 
time of Ariphron, oth perpetual Archon ne 
molt 900 years before the Chriſtian æra, | | 
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# liſh the mind and manners; but they "were 
R t maſters in the ſublime fience of being 
ö content with ſimple nature, deſpiſing death for 
. tke love of their country, and flying all plea- 
= ſures which emaſculate the mind, and enervate 
18 the body, Being perſuaded that ſobriety and 
* excrciſe prevent almoſt every diſeaſe, they ha- 

is; bitnated themſelves to -a rigorous abſtinence . 
uy and perpetual labour: (c) the lighteſt indiſpo- 
we! ſitions proceeding from intemperance, were 
rly thought ſhameful, The youth were educated 
by- BY io public ſchools, where they were early in- 
the ſtructed in the knowledge of the:-laws, and ac- 
cus cuſtomed to hear caufes, paſs ſentence, and mu- 
got tually to do one another the moſt exact juſtice; 


and hereby they diſcovered. their diſpoſitions, | 
penetration, and capacity for employments in 
a rper · age. The virtues which their maſters 
were principally- careful to inſpire into them, 
were love of truth, humanity, ſobriety, and o- - 
bedience: the two former make us reſemble 
the gods; the. two latter are neeeſſary to the. 
preſervation of order. Phe chief aim of the 
laws in ancient Perfia was to prevent the cor - 
ruption of the heart : and for this reaſon he 


4) Xen, Cyr. p-. 18. Ed. Onan, Torpe aim apud 
erſas habetor expuere, naſum emungere, &c. a 
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Perſtans puniſſied ingratitude (4); a vice a- 
gainſt which: there is no proviſion made by the 
lavs of other nations; whoever was capable of 


forgetting benefit, was looked upon as an e- 


nemy to ſociety, | 

- Cyrus had been bilboated according to theſe 
-wiſe matims; and though it was impoſſible to 
gonceal from him his rank and birth, yet he 
was treũted with the ſame ſeverity as if he had 


not been heir to à throne; he was taught to 


practiſe an exact obedience, that he might af · 
terwards know how to command. When he 
arrived at the age of fourteen, Aſtyages deſir 


ed to ſee him; Mandana conld not avoid com- 


plying with her father's orders, but the thought 


of carrying her ſon te the eourt of an 
exceedingly grioved her. 


For the Tpace of: three 1 tho 
kings of Media had by their bravery extended 
their conqueſts; and conqueſts had begot hu+ 
xury, which is always the forerunner of the fal 


_rof empires. Vairove, ConQquesT, LUXURY, 


Axatrciy, this is the fatal circle, and theſe 
are the Aifferent periods of the politic life, i 
Hot all ſtates. The court of Echatatix was 
'then in its ſplendor ; but this ſplendor had no- 
thing in it of ſolidity. The days were ſpent in 


. . Xen. p. 10. 
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effcminacy, or in flattery; the love of glory, 
ſtrict probity, ſevere honour, were no longer in 
elteem; the purſuit of ſolid knowledge was: 
thought to argue a want of taſte ; agreeable: 
triſling, fine-ſpun thoughts, and lively ſallies 
of imagination, were the only kinds of wit ad- 
mired there. No 1ort of writings pteaſed; but - 
amuſing fitions, where there was a perpetual 

fucceflion of events, which furpriſed by their 
variety, without improving the underſtanding, 
or ennobling the heart. Love was without 
delicacy ; blind pleaſure was its only attractivs 
charm: The women thought themſelves de- 
ſpiſed, when no attempts were made to enſnare 
them, That whictr contributed to enereaſa 
this corruption of mind, manners and ſenti- 
ments, was the new doctrine ſpread every where 
by the ancient Magi, that pleaſure is the only 
moving ſpring of man's heart: for as each mai 
placed his pleaſure in what he liked beſt, this 
maxim authoriſed virtue or vice according to 
every one's taſte, humour, or complex ion. 
This depravity, however, was not then fo uni- 
verſal as it became afterwards. Corruptios 
takes its riſe in courts; and extends itfelf gras 
tally through all the parts of a ſtate, Mili 
tary diſcipline wagzyetin its vigour in Media.; 
td there were in the provinces N 
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ſoldiers, who not being infected by the conta- 
 gious air of Ecbatan, preſerved in themſelves 
all the virtues which flourifthed in the reigns of 
Dejoces and Phraortes. 
Mandana was thoroughly ſenfible of all the 
dangers to which ſhe ſhould expoſe young Cy- 
rus, by carrying him to a court, the manners 
of which-were ſo different from thoſe of the 
| Perſians; but the will of Cambyſes, and the 
orders of Aſtyages, obliged her, whether ſhe 
would or-not, to undertake the journey. She 
ſet out attended by a body of the young nobili- 
ty of Perfia,-under the command of Hyſtaſpes, 
to whom the education of Cyrus had been com- 
mitted: the young prince was ſeated in a cha- 
riot with her, and it was the firſt time that he one's 
had ſeen himſelf diſtinguiſhed from his-compa- 
nions. Mandana was a princeſs>of uncommon 
virtue, a well cultivated underſtanding, and.a WW *** ! 
ſuperior genius. She made it her buſineſs dur- 
ing the journey inſpire Cyrus with the love 
of virtue, by entertaining him with fables.ac- 
cording to the Eaſtern manner, The minds 
of young perſons are not touched by.abſtrat 
ed ideas, they have need of agreeable and fs 
miliar images; they cannot reaſon, they ca f the 
cnly feel the charms of truth; and to make it Matt 
lovely to them, it muſt be preſented under ſer x jeac 
Gible and beautiful forms. 80 
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Mandana had obſerved that Cyrus was roles 
too full of himſelf, and that he diſcovered ſome 
tokens of a riſing vanity, which might one day 
obſcure his great qualities, She endeavoured 
to make him ſenſible. of the deformity of this 
vice, by relating to him the fable of Sozares, a 

prince of the ancient empire of Aſſyria. It re- 
ſembles the ſtory of the Grecian. Narciſſus, who 
periſhed. by. the foolith. love of himſelf, For 
thus it is that the gods puniſh; they only give 
us over to our own paſſions, and we immedi- 
ately commence unhappy.. She then painted 


_ forth the beauty of. thoſe. noble virtues which 
— | lead to heroiſm, by, the generous. forgetting of, 
* one's elf, and related to him the fable of the 


firſt Hermes. This was a. divine youth, who 
had wit and beauty without knowing it, and 
was unacquainted with. his own. virtue, becauſe 
knew not that chere, were any vices? the 
TA to reward this happy igporauce, endow- 
d him with ſuch ſublime wiſdom as made him | 
ie oracle. of all Egypt. It was thus that Man- 
dana inſtructed her ſon during the journey z 
dne fable gave riſe to another. The queſtions 
ff the prince furniſhed the queen with new 
patter to entertain him, and with opportunity 
pf teaching him the hidden meaning of the Es 
B)ptian fables; the taſte for which had pres 


L 
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vailed very much in the Eaſt, ſince che con- N 
queſts of Seſoſtris. of ; 
As they paſſed one day by a mountain, con- out 
ſecrated to the great Oromazes (e), Mandan hen 
ſ:,pped her chariot, alighted, and drew near-| goo 
to the facred place. It was the day of a ſo- proj 
lemn feſtival, and the high-prieſt was already to 
Preparing the victim, crowned with flowers; rus, 
he was of a ſudden ſeized with the divine ſpi· M bata 
rit, and rfiterrupting the ſilence and ſolemnity beyo 


of the- -Aacrifice, eried out in a-tranſport, I ſe 
a young laurel riſing, it will ſoon. ſpread it 
branches. over-all the Eaſt, the nations will 
come in crouds to aſſemble together under its 
ſhadow (/). Mandana made deep reflexions 
upon this oracle, and when ſhe was got up a. 
gain into her chariot, ſaid to her ſon, The god: 
give ſometimes theſe happy pre ſages to animate 
heroic ſouls: but the event of ſuch predictions, 
as far as they are perſona), depends upon our 
virtue: the deſigns of the great Oromazes ne- 
ver fail of their accompliſhment, but he chan 
es the inſtruments of them, when thoſe whon 
— had choſen render chemſelves unworthy c 0 
His choice, | 
- v (+). The great god of the Perſians, 5.0 the dert 
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Book I. of CYRUS | 9 
As ſoon as they arrived upon the frontiers 
Wof Media, Aſtyages, with all his court, came 
ut to meet them. He was a prince cf great 
beneficence and humanity, but his natural 


eat goodneſs made him often too eaſy, and his 
ſo- propenſity to pleaſure had brought the Medes 
ady into the taſte of luxury and effeminacy, Cy- 
ers rus, ſoon after his arrival at the court of Ec- 
{pi- batana, gave proofs of a wit and judgment far 
nity beyond his age. Aſtyages put divers queſtions 

i ſee to him concerning the manners of the Perfians, - 


their laws, and their method of educating 
youth, He was ſtruck with. aſtoniſhment at 
the ſprightly and noble anſwers of his grand- 
ſon, Young Cyrus was the admiration of the 
whole court, iuſomuch that he began to be 
noxicated-with praiſe ; a ſecret preſumption - 
ſtole into his heart; he talked a little too much, 
and did not hearken enough to others; he de- 

cided with an air of ſufficiency, and ſeemed 

too fond of it. Mandana, to remedy this fault, 
ntrived to ſet. before him his own picture by 

certain paſſages of hiſtory; for ſhe proceeded 

in his education upon the ſame plan on which; 
ſhe had begun it, She related to him the 4 
of Logis and Sygeus, 

My ſon, faid ſhe, it was formerly the cr 
t Thebes in Beotia, to raiſe to the throne, 


C4. 
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after the death of the king, him of all his chil. 


dren who had the beſt underſtanding. When 
a prince has fine parts, he can chuſe able mini- 


ſters, make proper uſe of their talents, and go- 


= 


2 4 


vern thoſe who govern under him; this is the f 
great ſecret of the art of reiguing. Among the Ber 
king's ſons: there were two who ſeemed of a ſu- *. 
perior genius. The elder, named Logis, lo- 
ed talking; the younger, who was called Sy- 200 
geus, was a man of few words. The firſt made | 
himſelf admired by the charms of his wit, the 2d 
ſecond made himſelf loved .by the goodneſs of * f 
his heart. Logis ſhewed plainly, even while "a 
he endeavoured to.conceal it, that he ſpoke * 
only to ſhine; Sygeus hearkened readily to o- ie 
thers, and looked upon converſation as a ſort of EY 
commerce, where each perſon.ought to furniſh L by 
ſomething of his own. The one made the mol: 19s 
thorny and perplexed affairs agreeable by the WA” © 
lively and ſhining ſtrokes of wit.he.intermixed * 5 
in all he ſaid; the.other threw light upon the * 


obſcureſt points, by reducing every thing to 
ſimple principles, Logis affected myſtery with- 
out being ſecret, and his politics were full d 
ſtratagems and. artifice; Sygeus, impenetrab 
without being falſe, ſurmounted all obſtacls 
by his prudence and courage. The one never 
diſplayed his.talents hut to ſerve his ambition deu 
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ee other frequently concealed his virtues, that 
| e might taſte the ſecret pleaſure of doing good 
dr its own fake. 

Aſter the king's death, all the people got to- 
ether in haſte to chuſe a ſucceſſor to the throne: 

welve old men preſided at the aſſembly to cor- 
rect the judgment of the multitude, who ſel- 
Jom fail to be carried away by prejudice, ap- 
dearances, or paſſion. The eloquent prince 
ade a long, but fine harangue, wherein he 
et forth all the duties of a king, in order to 
nſinuate, that one who was ſo well acquainted 

ith them would undoubtedly fulfil them: 

prince Sygeus in a few words repreſented to 

e aſſembly the great hazards in the exerciſe 

ff ſovereign authority, and confeſſed an un- 

rillingneſs to expoſe himſelf to them. It is 

not, added he, that I would ſhun any difficul- 

ies or dangers to ſerve my country, but I am 

aid of being found unequal to the taſk. of 
zoverning, The old men decided in favour of 
dygeus; but the young people, and thoſe of 
uperficial underſtandings, took the part of the 

der brother, and raiſed by degrees a rebel- 
ion, under pretext that injuſtice had been done 
o Logis. Troops were levied on both ſides; 

Dgeus propoſed to, yield his right to his Era 

in order to hinder che effufion of the blood 
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of his countrymen, us his army would ng y h 
conſent to it. KW 
The chief men of both oarties Hs the mi om 
ſeries with which the ſtate was ready to be o. as 
verwhelmed, propoſed the expedient of letting ven, 
both the brothers reign, each a year, by turns boul, 


This form of government has many inconve- ae q 
niencies, but ĩt was preferred before a civil war, . 
the greateſt of all calamities, The two bro- ue 
thers applauded the propoſal for peace, and ata 
Logis aſcended the throne, He changed in va 
little time all the ancient laws of the kingdom & © 
he was always liſtening to new projects; and be by 
to have a lively imagination was ſufficient toi 
raiſe a man to the higheſt emploxments : tha kin 
which ſeemed excellent in ſpeculation coul [wh 
not be executed without difficulty and conful-W*"*- 
on; his miniſters, who had no .experienct, 
knew not that precipitate changes, how uſcful Soo 


ſoever they may appear, are always dangerous Vis ge 
The neighbouring nations took advantage fron er 
this weak adminiſtration to invade the cou ono 


try; 7 and had it not been for the prudence and LILC * 
bravery of Sygeus, all had been Joſt, and- ti ſadc 
12 muſt have ſubmitted to a foreign. yoke, i r{or 

is brother's year being expired, he aſcends BW t ſt 
the throne, gained the confidence and love dam 
þis people, re-ellablilhed the ancient laws, 1e 
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y his wiſe conduct, even more than by his. 
Wi corics, drove the enemy out of the country. 

rom that time Sy geus reigned alone, and it 


be 6- as decided in the tupreme council of the old 
ettino nen, that the king to be choſen for the future 


bould not be. the. perion who gave proofs of 
he quickeſt parts, but of the ſoundeſt judg- 
| war, rent. They were of opinion, that to talk e- 
oquently, or to be fruitful in expedients and 
atagems, were not talencs ſo eſſential to a 
good governor, as a juſt diſcernment in chuſ- 
g, and a ſteadineſs and courage in purſuing 
ie beſt and wiſeſt counſels. 

Cyrus uſually. confeſſed his faults without 
ecking to excuſe them: he liſtened to this ſto- 
with attention, perceived the deſign of Man» 
ana in telling. it, and reſolved to correct him 
elf, 

Soon after this, he. gave a notable proof of- 
lis genius and courage. He was ſcarce ſixteen 
years of age, when Merodac, fon of Nabucho- 
donofor king of Aſſyria, aſſembled ſome troops, 


e and under pretence of a. great hunting, made 
4. the WW fodden irruption into Media: he marched in 
yoke, * with twelve thouſand men towards the 
indes t ſtrong places belonging to the Medes, en- 


camped near them, and from thence ſent out 
Etachments every day to ſcour and ravage the 
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country. Aſtyages had notice of it, and hay, 
ing given the neceſſary orders for aſſembling 
his army, he ſet out with his ſon Cyaxares and 
young Cyrns, followed only by ſome troops le- 
vied in haſte, to the number of eight thouſand 
men. When he was come near the borders of 
his own country, he encamped upon a riſing 
ground, from whence he could diſcover the 
plain which the detachments of Merodac were 
laying waſte. Aſtyages ordered two of his ge- 
neral officers to go and obſerve the enemy; 
Cyrus deſired leave to aecompany them, in or- 
der to inform himſelf of the ſituation of the 
country, the advantageous poſts, and the 
ſtrength of the Aſſyrian- army: having made 
his obſervations, he came back, and gave an 
exact account of all he had ſeen. 

The next day Merodac left his camp, and 
advanced towards the Medes; whereupon 4. 
ſtyages aſſembled a council of war to deliberate 
upon the motions he ſhould. make. The ge- 
neral-officers, fearing the numbers of the ene - 
my, thought it moſt adviſeable to retire, or at 
leaſt to ſuſpend all action till the arrival of frelh 
troops. Cyrus, who was impatient to engage, 
heard their opinions with uneaſineſs, but ob- 
ſerved a profound ſilence out of reſpe to the 

emperor; and ſo many experienced command 
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= rs; at length Aſtyages ordered him to ſpeak, 
bling e then roſe up in the midſt of the aſſembly, 
_ 2nd with; a noble and modeſt air, ſaid: Mero- 
ps. . is now in full march, but he cannot come 
1 p with us without paſſing between a wood to 


his right, and a moraſs to his left. Let the 
army advance to attack him in that place, 
here he will not be able to extend his troops 
and ſurround us. In the mean time I will 
onvey myſelf, with five hundred young Medes, 
dugh this deep narrow valley, and line the 
ood, I have juſt eauſed it to be · viewed, and 


ers of 
riſing 


T the ind that the enemy have neglected this poſt, 
| the He faid no more, bluſhed; and feared to have 


poken too much. -All-admired:his genius for 
ar at ſuch tender years; and Aſtyages, ſur- 
riſed at his ready thought and judgment, im- 
nediately commanded that his counſel ſhould 
followed. Cyaxares marched ſtraight to 
beet the enemy, while Cyrus, accompanied by 


A Hyſtaſpes, filed off with a body of voluntiers, 
_ ud without-being diſcovered, ſeized an angle 
of at t the wood. The prince of the Medes attack- 


d the Aſſyrians in. the. narroweſt part of the 
dals, and while Aſtyages advanced to ſuſtain 
um, Cyrus ſallied out of the wood, fell upon 
ie enemy in flank, and with his voice animat- 


i the Medes, who. all followed him with ar- 
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dour; he covered himſeif with his ſhield, pier. one 
ced into the thickeſt of the battalions, ard ellres 

{ſpread terror and {laughter wherever he came, tic 
The Aﬀyrians, ſeeing themſelves thus atcack- ou: 1 
ed on all fides, loſt courage, and fled in diſor. ould 
der. As ſoon as the battle was over, genere- if* with 


ſity and humanity reſumed their empire in the all ſec 
breaſt of Cyrus: he was ſenſibly touched with Hell- br 
ſeeing the field covered with dead bodies: he nd a 


took the ſame care of the wounded Afſyrians 
as of the Medes, and gave the neceſſary orders 
for their cure, They are men, ſaid he, as wel 
as we, and are no longer enemies when once 
they are vanquiſhed. The - emperor, having 
taken his precautions to prevent ſuch irrupti- ere de 
ons for the future, returned to Eebatan. 
Mandana, being ſoon after obliged to leave 
Media, and return to Cambyſes, would have 
taken her ſon with her, but Aſtyages eppola 
it: Why, faid he, will you deprive me of the 
pleaſute of ſeeing Cyrus? he will here lean 
military diſcipline, which is not yet known it 
Perſia. I conjure you, by the tenderneſs which nll tea 
'F have always ſhewn you, not to refuſe me th 
conſolation. Mandana could not yield her 
comſent but with great reluctance. She dread: 
red the leaving her ſon in the midſt of a cout 
which was the feat of voluptuouſnefs. Hein 


eart to 
ut the 
es was 


eden 
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one with Cyrus, My ſon, ſaid ſhe, Aſtyages 
fires that you ſhould continue here with him; 
tl cannot. without concern reſolve to leave 


KI. 


8 ou: 1 fear leſt che purity of your manners 
* ould be ſtained, and you ſhould be intoxicat- 


d with fooliſh paſſions. The firſt ſteps to vice 
all ſeem to be only innocent amuſements, a 


| the 

with eli-bred compliance with received cuſtoms, 
. he nd a liberty which you mult allow yourſelf 
Niang order to pleaſe, Virtue may come by de- 


rrees to be thought too ſevere, an enemy to 
leafure and ſociety, and even contrary to na- 
re, becauſe it oppoſes inclination; in a word, 
ou will perhaps look upon it as matter of 
ere decency, a politic phantom, a popular 
rejudice, from which men ought to get free, 
hen they can indulge their paſſions in ſecret. 
Thus you may go from one ſtep to another, 
ill your underſtanding be infatuated, your 
eart led aſtray, and you run into all forts of 
rimes, ; 
Leave Hyſtaſpes with me, replied Cyrus ; he 
ll teach me to avoid all theſe dangers. 
riendſhip has long accuſtomed me to open my 
eart to him, and he is not only my counſellor, 
ut the confident of my weakneſſes. Hyſtaf- 
es was an experienced commander, who had 


-— — 


deſty. Mandana being perſuaded of the virtu 
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againſt the Scythians and the king of Lydia 
and had all the virtues of the ancient Perſian, 
together with the politeneſs of the Meds, 
Being a great politician and a great philoſo 
pher, a man equally able and diſintereſted, x 
had riſen to the firſt employments of the ſtate 
without ambition, and poſſeſſed them with mo 


and capacity of Hyſtaſpes, as well as of the ad- 
vantages her ſon might find by living in a cout 
that was no leſs brave and knowing in the ar 
of war than polite, obeyed Aſtyages with th 
leſs regret. - She began her journey ſoon after 
and Cyrus accompanied her ſomeleagues fron 
Ecbatana; at parting ſhe embraced- him wit 
tenderneſs ; My fon, faid ſhe, remember thi 
your. virtue alone can make me happy. Th 
young prince melted into tears, and could malt 
no anſwer; this was his firſt ſeparation from... c.... 
her: he followed her with his eyes till ſue vw. 
out of ſight, and then returned to Ecbatan, 

Cyrus continued at the eourt of Altyage 
without being infected by it. This hover 
was not owing to the precautions of Mandan 
the counſels of Hyſtaſpes, or his own natur 
virtue, but to love. There was then. at bc 
batan a young princeſs named Caſſandana, !* 
lated to Cyrus, and daughter of Pharnaſps 
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cho was of the race of the Achemenides. Her 
other dying, her father, who was one of the 
rincipal-Satrapes of Perſia, had ſent her to the 
ourt of Aſtyages, to be there educated under 
he eye of Ariana queen of the Medes. Caſſan - 
Jana had all the politeneſs of that eourt with- 
put any of its faults ; her wit was equal to her 
beauty, and her modeſty heightened the charms 
of both; her imagination was lively, but di- 
rected by her judgment; a juſtneſs of thought 
ras as natural to her as a gracefulneſs of ex- 
preſſion and manner; the delicate ſtrokes of 
wit, with which her eaſy and chear ful conver- 
ſation abounded, were unſtudied and unaffect- 
ed; nor were the acquired accompliſhments of 
her mind inferior to her natural graces and 
virtues; but ſhe concealed her talents with ſo 
much care, or diſcovered them with ſo much 
reſerve, that every thing in her ſeemed the 
work of pure nature. She had entertained a 
particular regard for Cyrus from the firſt mo- 
ment ſhe had ſeen him, but had ſo carefully 
hid fer ſentiments as nat to be ſuſpected. 
Proximity of blood gave Cyrus frequent op- 
portunities of ſeeing her, and diſcourſing with 
her. Her converſation poliſhed the manners 
of the young prince, who inſenſibly acquired 
by it a delicacy, with which till then he had 
Vor. 1, 'D 
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been unacquainted, The beanties and virtue 
of the Princeſs produced by degrees in his ſoul 
all the motions of that noble paſſion, which 
ſoftens the hearts of heroes without leſſening 
their courage, and which places the principal 
charm of love in the pleaſure of loving. Pre- 
cepts, maxims, and ſevere leſſons, do not always 
preſerve the mind from the poiſoned arrows of 
ſenſuality, Virtue does not render the heart 
1nlenfible, but it often happens that a well 
placed love is the only ſecurity from danger. 
ous and criminal paſſions, 

Cyrus enjoyed in the converſation of Caſſan- 
dana all the pleaſures of the pureſt friendſhip, 
without daring to declare his love; his youth 
and his modeſty made him timorous. Nor was 
it long before he felt all the, pains, diſquiets 
and alarms, which ever attend upon.ſuch paſ- 
ſions, even when they are molt innocent. Caf 
ſandana's beauty created him a rival; Cyaua- 
res felt the power of her charms ; he was muck 
about the ſame age with Cyrus, but of a.very 
different character; he had wit and courage, 
but was of an impetuaus, haughty diſpoſition, 
and thewed already but too great a propenſity 
to all the vices common to young princes, Cal- 
ſandana c-uld love nothing but virtue, and her 
heart. had made its choice. She dreaded more 


L or le 
lic di 
him, 


han death a marriage which ſhould natural- 
y have flattered her ambition. Cyaxares was 
jnacquainted with the delicacy of love: his 
igt rank augmented his natural haughtineſs, 
and the manners of the Medes authorized his 
dreſumption; ſo that he uſed little, precaution 
or ceremony in letting the princeſs know his 
paſſion ſor her. He immediately perceived her 
ndifference, ſought for the cauſe of it, and was 
not long in making the diſcovery, In all pub- 
lic diverſions ſhe appeared gay and free with 
him, but was more reſerved with Cyrus. The 
guard ſhe kept upon herſelf gave her an air of 
onſtraint, which was not natural to her, She 
anſwered to all the civilities of Cyaxares with 
ready and lively ſtrokes of wit; but when Cy- 
rus ſpoke” to her, ſhe could hardly conceal her 
perplexity, | | 
The Prince of Perſia, being little ſkilled in 
the ſecrets of love, did not interpret the con- 
duct of Caſſandana in the ſame manner with 
his rival, He imagined that ſhe was pleaſed 
vith the paſſion of Cyaxares, and that her eyes 
were dazzled with the luſtre of that prince's 
crown, He experienced alternately the uncer- 
tainty and hope, the pains and pleaſures of + 
lively paſſion: his trouble was too great to be 
long cencealed. Hyſtaſpes perceived it and 
ö D 2 
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ſaid to him: For ſome time paſt I have obſery. 
ed that you are thoughtful.and abſent; 1 be. 
lieve I fee into the cauſe of it, you are in love, 
Cyrus; there is no way to vanquiſn love, but 
to cruſh it in its birth, "You are ignorant of it 
wiles, and the dangers into which it leads; at 
firſt it enchants with its ſweetneſs, but in the 
end it poiſons: it paſſes in the beginning for 
nothing more than an homage paid to merit, 
and a ſentiment worthy+of a tender and ge. 
nerous heart; by little and ſittle the ſoul loſs 
its vigour, the underftanding is bewildered, 
and the'intoxication augments ; that which 
feemed in its birth an innocent inchination and 
a lovely paſſion, becomes on a ſudden all fury 
and madneſs, Cyrus, touched to the quick by 
theſe words, hearkened to them with great un- 


eaſineſs; he frequently changed colour, but 


durſt not make any anfwer, Hyſtaſpes know. 
ing that examples make a deeper impreſſion 


than reaſoning, related to him the hiſtory of 


Zarina and Stryangeus ; in-which we have an 


inſtance of the fatal confequences of a violent 


paſſion; and at the fame: time of the poſſibil. 
ty of ſurmounting it. | 1 
(g) In the reign of Cyaxares ſon of Phraor- 
-* (gs) This ſtory has its foundation in antiquity, and is tz 
ken from Nicolaus of Dem, Cteſias and Eiod, Sc. 


1 
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ſer. tes, faid he, a bloody war was kindled be- 

teen the Sacæ and the Medes. The troops 
of Cyaxares were commanded by his ſon- in- 


be law stryangeus, the braveſt and moſt accom- 
of it pliſhed Prince of all the Eaſt. He had mar- 
5; 1 ried Rhetea the Emperor's daughter, who had 


n the both wit and beauty, and was of a moſt ami- 
g for able temper. Nothing had hitherto either 
nerit, leſſened or diſturbed their mutual paſſion, Za- 


rina, Queen of the Sacæ, put herſelf at the 
head of her own troops; for ſhe was not only 
adorned with all the churms of her ſex, but 
was miſtreſs of. the moſt heroic virtues: hav- 
ing been edueated at the court of, Media, ſhe 


fury had there contracted an intimate. friendſhip 
ck by with Rhetea: from her childhood:. For two 
t un. whole years the war was carried on with equal 

but advantages on both ſides: Truces were often 
now. made in order to treat of peace; and during 
eſſion theſe ceſſations of arms, Zarina: and Stryan- 
ry of geus had frequent interviews: The great qua- 
76 20 lities which he diſcovered in this Princeſs im- 


mediately produced eſteem; and under the co- 
ver of that eſteem, love. ſoon infinuated itſelf 
into his heart. He no longer endeavoured to 
put an end to the war; for fear of being ſepa- 
rated from Zarina; but he. made. frequent. 
| I 2: "Br 


* 


engagement the two commanders met each o- 


but ſhe, whoſe heart was yet free from any 
thing which ſhould reſtrain her, attacked him, 


her relief, and would have no other fruit of 


he loved. He offered her peace. with all ſorts 
_ of advantages, preſerved her dominians to her, 
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truces, in which love. had a greater ſhare thay 
policy.. 

The Emperor at length ſent expreſs orden 
to give a deciſive battle; In the heat of the 


ther; Stryangeus would have. avoided Zaring, 


and obliged him to defend himſelf: Let u 
ſpare, cried ſhe the blood of our ſubjects: it 
belongs to us alone to put an end to the war, 
Love and glory by turns animated the heart 
of the young hero; he was equally afraid d 
conquering and of being conquered ; he fre- 
quently expaſed his own life by ſparing Zari. 
na's, but at length found means to gain the 
victory; he threw his javelin with a {kilſul 
hand, yet ſcarce had he let it.fly when he re- 
pented, and would have recalled it : the Queen's 
herſe was wounded; the horſe fell, and the 
Queen with him; Stryangeus flew inſtantly to 


his victory, than the pleaſure of ſaving what 


and, in the name of, the. Emperor, ſwore a per- 
petual alliance with ker at the head of the two 
armies, After. this he begged permiſſion to wall 
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thay upon her to her capital, and ſhe conſented to 
ir; but their motives were very different. Za- 

rden rina's thoughts were wholly taken up with 

F. the the care of teſtifying her gratitude, while Stry- 


angeus ſought only an opportunity of diſcover- 
ing his love; he accompanied the Princeſs in 
her chariot, and they were conducted with 
pomp to Roxanacia, Stryangeus eaſily found 
means to prolong his ſtay there, It was ne- 
ceſſary that. the Emperor ſhould ratify by a 


war, treaty the engagements into which. his general 
heart had entered; and the Prince by his addreſs 
id of cauſed ſeveral difficulties to -be-ſtarted which 
 fres might make his preſence requiſite at the court 
Zari- of. Zarina. He artfully made advantage of 
1 the theſe negociations to let tke Queen ſee how 
kilſul much he had her intereſt at heart; he at firſt 
e re. concealed his deſigns that he might ſecure her 
een friendſhip. Virtuous ſouls do not eaſily enter- 
1 the tain diſtruſt, their very innocence helps to be- 
ly to tray them when they are ignorant of the wiles 
it of of love. Zarina was all gratitude, and her e- 
what ſeem began by little and little to grow into 
ſorts allection, without her perceiving it. She often 
her, ſuffered her ſentiments to break forth, in the 
per- moſt conſpicuous manner, becauſe ſhe knew 
two not as yet the ſource of them; ſhe taſted the: 


ſecret ſweets of a young and growing paſlion,, 
D. 4, | 
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and was uawilling to examine into the matiou {WiWotio! 
of her own heart; but at length ſhe diſcover. on que 
ed, that love had too great a ſhare. in them; WiWhical x 
ſhe bluſhed at her weakneſs, and reſolved u ina's 
get the. better of it; ſhe preſſed the departur Next m 
of Stryangeus, but the young Mede could na ions, 
leave Roxanacia: he was no longer mindful of 
glory, he forgot all his affection for Rhetes, is re: 
he yielded himſelf up intirely to. a. blind paſſ. imſel 
On, ſighed, complained, and being-no longa | 
maſter of himſelf, declared his love. to Zarim mine 
in the ſtrongeſt: and molt paſſionate terms. your 

The Queen did not ſeck to hide the ſituation one 
of her mind, but ſhunning all affected evaſions can 
and myſtery, anſwered with a noble frankneſs; men 
I am indebted to you for my life and for my r to 
crown; my love is equal to my gratitude, and Hartme 
my heart is no leſs touched than yours; but. Heady 
will ſooner die than betray my. virtue, or ſuf- Wiſaw hi 
fer that your glory ſhould. receive. the leat Von, 
blemiſh.. Conſider, dear Stryangeus, that you d bai 
are the huſband of Rhetea, whom I love; ho- ight. 
nour and friendſhip oblige me equally to ſacti · Mrief « 
fice a paſſion which would prove my ſhame and ound 
her misfortune. As. ſhe ended theſe words ſhe Has th 
retired, Stryangeus remained confounded, 
and in deſpair; he ſhut himſelf up in his a- entur 
partment,. and felt by turns all the contra 
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notions. of an heroic foul that is combated, 
onquered and. inſulted by a violent and tyran- 
ical paſſion. One while. he is jealous of Za- 
lues glory, and reſolves to imitate her; the 
zext moment cruel love ſports with his reſolu- 
ions, and even wit h his virtue. In this tem- 
of paſlions. his underſtanding is clouded, 
is reaſon forſakes him, and he reſolves to kill 
imſelf; but he. firſt writes theſe words to Za- 
ina. I ſaved your life, and you take away 
mine; I fall the victim of my love and of 
* your virtue, being unable to. conquer the 
one or to imitate the other, Death alone 
can put an end.to my crime, and to my tor- 
ment.  Farewel.for ever. He.ſent this let- 
r to the Queen, who inſtantly flew. to the a- 
artment of.the young Mede; but he had al- 
eady plunged the. dagger into his breaſt; ſhe 
aw him weltering in his blood, fell into a 
woon, came to herſelf, and by her tears-call- 
d back his ſoul that was ready to take its 
ight. He ſighed, opened his eyes, beheld the 
rief of Zarina, and conſented to have his 
ound taken care of, which for many: days 
vas thought mortal, 
Rhetea, being informed of this tragical ad- 
enture, ſoon arrived at Roxanacia. Zarina 


ated to her all that happened, without con- 


ok, 


Lions 
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cealing either her weakneſs or her reſiſtancy 
Such ncble ſimplicity cannot be underſtood u 
reliſhed but by great ſouls. Though the wa 
between the Sacz and the Medes:had interrupt 
ed the correſpondence of- theſe two Princeils, cath 
it had not in the leaſt diminithed their friend 
fhip; they knew and eſteemed each other to 
welt-to be ſuſceptible ot diſtruſt or jealou Wtryan 
Rhetea always beheld Stryangeus with the eys 
of a lover: ſhe lamented and compaſſionate! Wire w 
his weakneſs, becauſe ſhe ſaw it was involun- vere f 
tary. His wound was at length healed, bu 
he was mot cured. of his love: Zarina in vai 
preſſed his departure, he was not able to ter 
Himſelf away from that fatal place; his paſſin 
and his torments were renewed. Rhetea pe- 
ceived it, and fell into a deep ſadneſs; ſhe ſub 
fered all the moſt cruel agitations of ſoul; 
grief for being no longer loved by a mn 
whom alone ſhe loved; commiſeration fer: 
hufband given up to deſpair; eſteem for an 
val whom ſhe could not hate, She-ſaw her 
every day between a lover hurried away by i 
paſſion, and a virtueus friend whom-ſhe ada 
ed; and that her life was the misfortune « 
both. How cruel a-ſituation for a genero 
and tender heart! the. more ſhe concealed bt 
pain, the more ſhe was oppreſled- by it. 
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nk at laſt under the weight, and fell danger. 
puſly ſick, One day when {he was alone. with 
Larina and Stryangeus, ſhe dropt theſe words 
am dying; but I die. contented, ſince. my 
death will make you happy. 

Zarina melted into tears at theſe words · and 
withdrew: theſe words pierced the heart. of. 
Stryangeus: he looked upon Rhetea and be- 
eld her pale, languiſhing, and ready to. ex» 
dire with grief and love. The Princeſs's eyes 
vere fixed and-immoveably faſtened upon. the 
Frince; his own at length.were opened.: he 
vas like a man who awakes from a profound 
Bicep, or comes out of a dilirium, where. no- 
hing had appeared in its natural ſhape.. He 
id ſeen Rhetea every day without perceiving 
he cruel condition to which - he. had reduced 
her: he ſaw her at preſent with other eyes, it 
awakened all his virtue, and kindled again all 
tis former tenderneſs, He acknowledged his 
error, threw himſelf at her feet, and, embrac- 
ing her, repeated often theſe words, interrupt» 
ed by tears and ſighs; Live, my dear Rhetea, 
live to give me the pleaſure of repairing my 
wit; I am now acquainted with all the va- 
lue of your heart, Theſe words brought her 
again to life: her beauty returned by degrees 
with her ſtrength: ſhe departed ſoon aſter with 
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racing the young Prince with a ſerene eoun- 
nance, ſaid to him, Caſſandana's beauty is 
he leaſt of her charms, her heart is as pure as 
r underſtanding is bright; I cannot however 
pprove of your paſſion, you know that Cam- 
ſes has other views for you. He deſigns you 
xr the daughter of Crœſus, one of the moſt 
ptent monarchs of the Eaſt. It is by this mar- 
age that you mult begin to verify the oracles.; 
erfia is a tributary province, too inconſider- 
le to be the centre of a vaſt empire, and the 


ys ene of thoſe great exploits*to which the gods 
vil Save deſtined you; do not oppoſe their de- 
th 


es; you cannot without a erime give your 
eart to any other but her whom Cambyſes 
as choſen ſor you: remember the ſtory of Stry- 
geus, and the exceſſes to which that hero 
as hurried by his love. This difcourſe threw 
yrus back into his former ſadneſs; but out of 
iendſhip for Hyſtaſpes he concealed his pains 
ithout diſguiſing his ſentiments. If the great 
dromazes, ſaid he with a ſubmiſſive tone of 
vice, decrees me for the daughter of the King 
Lydia, he will doubtleſs give me the ſtrength 
d get the maſtery of my paſſion, But, alas, 
an you compare my love for Caſſandana with 


r and at of Stryangeus for Zarina ? That Prince's 
E 


re, anfweged Hyſtaſpes, was criminal, but 
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yours cannot be innocent, if it he not approy- 
ed of by.Cambytes. He durſt not ſay any more, 
well knowing, that oppoſition for the moſt pan 
ſerves only to irritate the minds of young per- 
ſons, He conteated himſelf with obferving f for 
ſome days all the Prince's motions, and at 
length concluded that the only means to cur: 
him of his paſſion was to ſeparate him ſrom the 
object of it. He informed Cambyſes of Cyrus' 
affection for Caſſandana, and as the King d 
Perſia had other views for his ſon, which ſuit 
ed better with his politics, he recalled him in- 
to Perſia. | 
The young Prince received his father's or: 
ders with a concern that was ſuitable to the 
violence of his love. Gaſſandana on the other 
hand could not ſupport the thought of a ſepa 
ration, - which left, her wholly expoſed to the 
importunities of Cyaxares, and ſhe gave herſel 
up to grief; even love itſelf obliged. her u 
fly what ſhe loved; ſhe was afraid of conti. 
buting to the misfortunes of Cyrus by appro- 
ing of his paſſion: but while the carefully 
voided him, he ſought for her,gyith eagernels, 
and decency at length required the ſhould fe 
him to receive his laſt adieu. The Printe ws 
no longer able to hide his ſentiments, he dif 
covered. at the ſame time both the violence 
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1. 
'SH bis paſſion and the exceſs of his affliction. Some 
5 -ars dropped from the Princeſs's eyes, and in 


pite of her reſervedneſs theſe words eſcaped 
ber: Ah Gods, why have you given me a heart 
apable of tenderneſs, if you forbid me to love? 
he bluſhed as ſhe uttered theſe words and re- 
jred. Cyrus durſt not follow her; the joy of 
nding that he was loved by Caſſandana, and 
he fear of loſing her, excited ſuch a tempeſt 
f contrary motions in his foul as exceedingly 
iſtrelled him. After a long ſtruggle and vio- 
it agitations of mind, he at length flattered 
imſelf, that when he arrived at the court of 
rſia-he might be able to move Cambyſes, by 
te help of Mandana, and this hope hindered 
im from ſinking under the weight of ſo cruel 
ſeparation, | 
The young- nobility would accompany him 
d the frontiers of Media. As he went from 
batan, he often ſtopped to look back upon 
e place where he had left Caſſandana; at 
ngth he loſtſight of that ſtately city, and con- 
nued his way, When he came to the fron- 
rs where the young Medes were to leave him, 
made them all rich preſents, but with ad- 


Se v irable diſtinction, preferring merit and ſervice 
e d birth and rank, During the reſt of the jour- 
ace dE), the hope of engaging Mandana in the in- 
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tereſts of his love ſeemed entirely to calm hi 
mind, and diffuſed an air of: contentment upon 
his fuce which he had not before. His return 
into Perſia was celebrated by public feaſting 
and rejoicings; and when theſe were over, he 
left his father's palate, and*retired to the place 
allotted for the education of the young Perſian 
nobility, where he continued till he was eigh- 
teen. The young Satrapes, ſeeing Cyrus re- 
turned, ſaid one to another: he has been liv- 
ing delicately at the court of Media, he wil 
never be able to accuſtom himſelf to our ſimple 
and laborious manner of life: but when they 
ſaw that he was content with their ordinarydi- 
et, that he was more temperate and abſtemi- 
ous than they themſelves, and that he ſhewel 
more {kill and courage in all his exerciſes, they 
were ſtruck with admiration, and confeſſed, 
that he had yet a juſter title to * 
10 merit than by his birth. 

Some days after his return Cambyſes ſent 
for him, and ſeeming ignorant of his paſl 
on for Caſſandana, imparted to him the de- 
fign he had of ſpeedily marrying him to Cat - 
daules, daughter of the King of Lydia. Cy- 
rus made no anſwer but by a deep ſigh and re- 
ſpectful ſilence; but the moment he left the 


Ring he ran to the Queen's apartment to di 
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cloſe to her the ſeeret of his heart. I have ſol- 
lowed your counſels, ſaid he, at the court of 
Ecbatan, I have lived inſenſible to all the moſt 
enticing charms, of voluptouſneſs; but I owe 
nothing to myſelf,on this account, I owe all to 
the daughter of Pharnaſpes.; I love her, and 
this love has preſerved me from all the errors 
and extravagancies of youth: do not think that 
my attachment to her is only a tranſient liking 
which may foon be over; I have never loved 
any other than Gaſſandana, and I feel, that I 
never can love but her alone: will you ſuffer 
the happineſs of my life to be made a ſacrifice 
to political views ? It is pretended that ny 
marriage with the daughter of Crofus is the 
firſt ſtep I muſt take to enlarge my empire; but 
ſurely the Gods can make me a cohqueror; with - 
out making me miſerable. Manddna-perceiy- 
ed that her fon's paſhon' was yet: too ſtrung to 
ſuffer any remonſtrances againſt it, and hoping 
that time and abſence would mienſibly-weakea 
it, ſue in the W. and e 
N HW. 

| CaflandanaTived na at this « court | off Sil | 
tan, but the always received Cyaxares with 
great coldneis. He owed all the ecomplaiſance 
ſhe had ſnewn him, to Cyrus's preſence: The 


— of loving him, d 
Vor. I. 
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deing loved by him, filled her ſoul with a ſe 
eret joy that diffuſed itſelf through all her ac- 
tions: but aſter the departure of the young 
prince, her converſation, which had been ſo 
ſprighthy and chearfut, was changed into a 
mournful ſilence: ſhe languiſhed, her lively 
wit ſeemed to be extinguiſhed, and all her nz 
tural charms to diſappear. In the mean while 
Pharnaſpes fell dangerouſly ill at the court of 
' Perfia, and defired to ſee his daughter; upon 
this news ſhe left Echatan in haſte, to pay the 
"Jaſt duties to Her father, Several ladies of the 
*court regreted her, but the greater part re- 
joiced at the abſence of a princeſs, whoſe man- 
ners were too perfect a model of diſcreet cen 
duct. Cyaxares ſaw the departure of Cafſan- 
dana with inexpreſſible diſſatisfaction; Tpite, 
- Jealouſy; 'hatred to his rival, all the paſſions 
« which ariſe from lighted love, tyrannized over 
his heart; He gave orders to young Araſpes, 
the ſon of Harpagus, to go privately through 
- dy-ways and ſtop Caſſandana,''andito conduct 
her to a ſolitary place on the borders of the 
Mee Ras": 2:1 -:: 1 Pe 
Arxaſpes, though de Mee educated 4- 
midſt all the pleaſures of a voluptuous court, 
7 | had nevertheleſs preſerved noble and generous 
 Kvtiments; and ſincerel abhorred every thing 
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that was diſhonourable. Whatever faults he 
had, proceeded rather from eaſineſs and com- 
plaifance than viciouſneſs; he was of an ami- 
able temper and a ſound underſtanding; and 
being born for arms, as well as formed for a 
cout, was qualified for any employment; civil 
or military. He commürlicated the orders glv- 
en him by Cyaxares t6' his father Hurpagus, 
who loved Cyrus. Harpagus, having long fig- 
nalized his courage in war, lived at the cburt 
of Ecbatan, without being eorrupted by it * 
he beheld with concern the manners'6fthe-ag A 
but ſaid little, chuſing rather to condemm thent 
by his conduct than by his diſcourſe? I fore 
ſee, ſaid he to Araſpes all the misfortunes 
which virtue will bring upon us; but beware 
of gaining the prince”s favour by a crime: go, 
my ſon, and inſtead of oppreſſing intibecnce, 
make haſte to its ſuccour!- Araſpes departed 
with expedition, overtook the prineeſt near 
Aſpadana / told her the orders of Cyakares, 
and offered to conduct her into Perſia Sh 
wept for joy to ſee the generoſity of the young 
Mede, and made haſte to gain the frontiers of 
her own country. Pharnaſpes died before his 
daughter could rech the court of Cambyſes.. 
When the princeſs had mourned for the deaths 
of her father as nature and decency required: 
E 2 
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ſhe at length ſaw Cyrus, and informed him d 
the. generous proceeding, of Araſpes. The 
prince from that moment conceived. a tende 


friendſhip for him, which laſted to, the end of 


their lives. But Cyaxares reſolved, to avengs 
Himſelf, of Araſpes, and-this in ſo cruel a man- 
ver ag Nα a diſhanour to human nature, He 
cauſad Harpagus's ſecond ſan to be murdered, 
and his mangled linibs to be ſerved up befor 
the unhappy father at a fealt, The report d 

ſo horrihle a cruelty ſtirred up the indignatian 
of all the edes: But Aſtyages, being blindel 
by paternal. affection; would not ſee nor puniſh 
his ſonjs crime: and thus a prince, who wa 


naturally beneficent, countenanced vice by. 


ſhamefal weskneſs: he knew not the value d 
virtue, and was only good by complexion, 
Harpagus, being utterly diſconſolate, retired 
from the / court of Echatan, and went privately 
into Perſia, where Cambyſes granted him all 
the advantages and hononrs he could offer bin 
to compenſate his laſſes in Media. 

Caſſandana, being nat without hopes that 
Cambyſes would be. preyajiled on to alter by 
deſigns, lived at the eount of Perſia in great 
txapquillity. By her virtue, wit, ang good 
ſenſe;. ſhe had gained the heart of Mandan, 


* ts 
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nage were altered by the death of Pharnafpes. 
caſſundanu's mother was daughter of the king 
of Armenia, and the young princeſs might one 
day be heireſs of that crown; an alliance Wirk 
crœſus would probably excite. the jealpiify of 
the eaſtern princes: againſt Cyrus, and Lydia 
was at too great a diſtunce to have ſpeedy fuc- 
ours from thence; even the oracles themſelves 
ſtemed to be againſt this alliance, ſeeing they 
foretold that Lydia was to be Cyrus's firſt con- 
queſt. All theſe reaſons joined together de- 
termined Mandana to oppOſe no longer her ſonꝰs 
inclination; however, the darſt not for the 
preſent diſcover her thoughts to Cambyſes, be- 
cauſe he was (till eagerly bent upon an allianee 
with the king of Lydia. 

Crœſus had long tormed the aeſigs bf er- 
tending his dominions in Aſia. His numerous 
troops, and his prodigious wealth, had inſpir- 
ed him with theſe ambitious thoughts.. He 


| had drawn into his-fervice, or into His alli- 
bin ance, the Egyptians, the Thracians, the Greeks, 


and divers nations that were ſettled in Aſia Mi- 
ner; he beheld with a jealous eye the conqueſts. 
e Nabuehodonofor, and was ſeeking all means 
to ſtop the progreſs of them; he. knew that- 
Cyrus would be heir to the crown of Media, 
in caſe Cyaxares. died without children; che 
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Perſians had acquired the reputation of a war. 
like people, and their country was convenient- 
ly ſituated for making incurſions upon the ter 
ritories of the king of Babylon, if ever that 
prince ſhould begin a war with Lydia. Theſe 


_ conſiderations made Crœſus very deſirous of in- ill 


forming himſelf by his own eyes of the reſpec- 
tive forces af the kings of Media and Babylon, 
and of the advantages of an alliance with the 
one and with the other: and having more ar- 
tifice and ambition than {kill and prudence, 
he raſhly reſolved to leave his dominions, 
which were not then very diſtant from Media, 
(5), and convey himſelf, with all his court, 
into the very heart of Aſia. In order to con- 
ceal his real views, he raiſed ſeveral difficulties 
concerning the marriage of his daughter with 
Cyrus, which could not be well adjuſted by 
embaſſies, and he propoſed a conference with 
Cambyſes on the confines of Perſia : Suza bes 
ing a neutral city, was choſen for the congreſs; 
it was at this time under the government of 
Phraartes, a tributary prince to the Baby loni- 
ans, and father of Abradates, who was after- 
wards ſo remarkable for his devotion to Cyrus. 
Crœſus carried the queen. of Lydia and his 


0%) Sir Tae Newton's Chronelogy, p- 36. Kas 
lib, 1. cap. 73, 4. W 
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daughter with him, under pretence of letting 
hem ſee Cyrus before the concluſion of the' 
Wrarriage, He ſent notioe to the court of Per- 
ia of his departure for Suza, upon which Cam- 
byſes prepared likewiſe for his journey thither. 
at this news threw the young prince of Per- 
ja into the utmoſt deſpair, and Caſſandana in · 
oa terrible conſternation, She had no diſtruſt 
ff Cyrus's conſtancy, but the dreaded the am- 
Wbitioz of Cambyſes, Mandana, who was ſtea- 

Jy in her views, deſired that Caſſandana might 
Wo with the court to Suza: Cambyſes at firſt 
Woppoſed it, but fearing to heighten his ſon's 
Wpaſlion for that princeſs by a forced ſeparation, 
he at length yielded to the dextrous inſinuati- 
Wons of the queen; he flattered himſelf with the 

hope of changing his ſon's inclination by the 
ew object he ſhould preſent him with, and 
z#hich indeed would have been capable of ſteal- 
ing away the heart of Cyrus, had he been of 
that fickle humour ſo natural to young princes. : 
The two courts being met at Suza, the firſt , 
days were ſpent in feaſting and reg oicings, . 
Crœſus, who was naturally vain, affected a . 
dompous ſhew of magnificence. Cambyſes, 
like a wiſe prince, placed all his glory in the 
genius and military virtues of his ſubjects. The 
traordigary concourſe of men of two nations, 7 
E 4 
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i different in their manners, created a wor- 
der ful diverſity in all the public ſhews and en- di 


tertainments, and a perfect contraſt of courtier, M eerio 


and warriors. The Lydians, tho! not grown dian 
quite effeminate, made a ſhining figure by the W's be⸗ 
magnificence. of their drefs, the delicacy c Ir 
their manners, and the ſprightlineſs of ther 
eonverſation : but the Perſians, who were 
rough without ferocity, humane without po- 
liteneſs, and haughty notwithſtanding their Nich i 
ſimplicity, carried all the prizes in the gams ydian 


by their ſuperior- addreſs and ſtrength of bo- e was 


dy. The negociations weve ſoon begun; and me 
while the two. kings employed all the arts , 
policy to promote their deſigns, attentive love i 
ſet all his engines at work to. diſooncert them, ate | 
and render them. fruitleſs, ave h 

The daughter of Cremſus no ſooner appeared WP" =" 
at Suza, but all eyes were dazzled with her WS ir 
charms; and the Perſians univevfally cried out ag 0 
that ſhe: alone was werthy of Cyrus, and the jo 
only princeſs vo could make him happy. She 
had a manner and a turn of mind which were 


perfectly agreeable to the taſte and genius of  Hyll 


evert 


that people; her noble aud fprightly air wu 
tempered with a-majeſtic-fweetneſs;; the love r bis 
hunting and other maſculine exerciſes, and ne- see 
ver ſhowed any token. of the wenkneffes natural —_ 
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her dex; the more ſhe was ſeen, the more 
diſcovered of rare accompliſhments, Her 
perior graces and wit eclipſed thoſe of all the 
dian, Suzan and Perſian ladies. Caſſanda- 


8 
1 


the s beauty maintained its prerogative no where- 
y of n the heart of Cyrus. One balhful, ten- 
heir , modeſt look, from that princeſs, was Tufh- 


to render him inſenſible to all the charms. 
WF Candaules, He behaved himfelf. however 
n much diſcretion in public, that the fair 
ydian did not perceive his indifference ; but 


mes | 
bo. e was no ſooner alone with her, than he be- 
* me penſive, and ſeemed quite abſent; ſhe 


far from gueſſing the cauſe of it, and made 
love ſometimes call home his thoughts by de- 
em, ate ſtrokes of raillery, to which he feldom: 


ave her any anſwer; when he did, he ſeem- 

| always embarraſſed and at a loſs; the prin- 

fs imputed this to a want of ſenſe rather 
kan of ſenſibility; and ſhe began to repent of 
journey, The negociations went on, but 
rus ſought all means to retard them: nei- 
her the anger of Cambyſes, nor the counſels. 
Hyſtaſpes, made any impreſſion on his mind. 
evertheleſs he inwardly condemned himſelf” 
or his rebellion. againſt his father's will; he. 
goed time to vanquiſh his paſſion, and pro- 

uſed to uſe his utmoſt efforts to get the. ma- 
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ſtery of it; nay he thought himſelf ſincere i 
the promiſes he made, but he ſaw Caſſandam 
and all his reſolutions vaniſhed. He preſſed, 
importuned, made his tears plead with Mand:ſW 
na, and uſed all his arguments with Camby: 
ſes ; he juſtified, his paſſion to himſelf by the 
oracles, and wonld needs believe, that the god 
by recalling him to the conqueſt of Lydia, wen 
ſecretly averſe from his father's deſigns; h 
left no pretext unemployed to keep off the mar. 
riage, and love favoured his endeavours, 


The Lydian princeſs had known Caſſandan 1 


at the court of Ecbatan, and ſhe loved her vid 
true affection. She never once imagined het- Wi 
ſelf to be her rival. Caſſandana on the othæ Wi 
hand felt no regret nor jealouſy to ſee the h- 
mage that was paid to her friend's beauty, 
but ſhe could not conſent to loſe the heart d 
Cyrus; ſhe never ſaw the young Lydian with: 
. eut uneaſineſs: ſhe would not deceive her, and 

| the durſt not ſpeak to her; ſhe was afraid d 
dropping the leaſt word which might either be 
unworthy of her love, or impoſe upon he 
friend; her trouble and her alarms were daily 
au gwented, the amuſements of the court be. 
came inſipid to her, ſhe ſcarce appeared a1 
more in public; ſhe retired at length to a ſo- 


Aitary place upon the frontiers of Perſia, where 
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which Rad made that city famous before ih 
came: fo by its conqueſt: he had placed tha 
#rtues in a bower, and they were almoſt k 
only ornament with which art had deautife | 
this peaceful abode, 
Candanles being informed of her friend 
retreat, went in all haſte to: make her a viſt 
Eaffandana was retired into the bower of h/ 
ramus and Thiſbe, The princeſs of Lydia u 
tending to ſurpriſe her, ſtole ſoftly along be 
kind the trees, and beheld her proſtrate beſm 
the ſtatues; ſhe drew near unſeen, and liſte | 
ing to what ſhe ſaid, heard her thus deplo: WK, gu 
Her misfortunes. O ye manes of chaſte love, 
if ye ever eome into theſe places, hear my com 
plaints, he witneſfes of my paſſion, and fois 1c 
the god of love in favour of two the molt u- 
Fappy of his votaries, whoſe fortune reſemb 
yours; let him either perfect our union, or pit er hi 
an end to my life, which ſerves only to be u of th 
obſtacle to the happineſs of Candaules and the — 
grandeur of Cyrus. The princeſs of Ly. ad 
could refrain no longer, but entered the bon 
er; the two friends embraced each other, n ¶ imp. 
remained a long time without words or mit conc 
on. Candaules was capable of ſtrong and g- eg; 
nerous friendſhip, ſhe had never felt the pon. vo 
er of love, the had ſeen Cyrus with other eſa I hay 


kk FC IRS 47 
1 Caſlandana, and continued at the court 
$uza more out of obedjence than inclinati- 
ſo that her heart had no facrifice to make; 


ie at length broke ſilence wich theſe woke 
lend h Caſſandana, why did you conceal from me 
* our ſentiments. and your affliction? Baniſh 


pur fears, Cyrus has made no impreſſion on 
y heart, I will ſoon put an end to your miſ- 
prtunes, without giving offence either to Crœ - 
5 or Cambyſes, After this they paſled ſeve · 
hours together, made a mutual vow of e- 


Ayr err 1 friendidip, and-then Candaules returned 
o Sura. 
„a cyrus was informed of what had paſſed, and 


ing now no longer in any fear of injuring 
is love, began to contract a very ſtrict friend: 
hip with the Lydian princeſs. She very ſoon 
erceived the wrong judgment ſhe had made 
f his underſtanding, and became fully ſenſible 
bf the ſuperiority of his genius. They jointly 
oncerted meaſures to diſturb the negoviations; 
and he reſumed his eaſy, frank, aud chearſul 
air. Cambyſes was rejoiced at this change, 
imputed it to another cauſe, and preſſed the 
concluſion of the marriage; but then Crœſus 
began to diſſemble: he had difcerned that it 
would be much more advantageous for him to 
have an alliance with the king 6 „ 
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with the king of Perfia ; and while he was pr. 
vately ſounding the diſpoſitions of Nabuchode 


noſor, he raiſed ſeveral difficulties which it v 


impoſſible ſar 'Cambyſes to have foreſeen, Ca 
daules had ſeen Merodac, the Aſſyrian prince 
at the court of Lydi: ia, and though ſhe was nn 
ſuſceptible of the ſoft paſſion of love, ſhe wa 


much better pleaſed with this match than with 


the other; her ambition ſtruck in with her 
friendſhip for Caſſandana, and' ſhe uſed all her 
endeavours to engage her father in this deſign, 
Mandana having learnt how. Candaules ſtool 
T * the more eaſily perſuaded herſelf, tha 
oracles were againſt the intended marriage, 

and: endeavoured” to make Cambyſes indifferen 
about the ſucceſs of the negociations, Cyrus, 
Who knew how every one was difpoſed, dir 
thence: all poſſible advantage to break: off the 
treaty: Thus religion, love and policy, made 
each act a different part; tlie conferences ven 
ſpun out to a great length, and nothing was 
ined;” But no.] Crœſus, receiving ins 
telligence that the king of Babyldn was not a. 
verſe from an alliance with him, left Suza on 
a ſudden, without declaring the reaſons of his 
conduct. Cambyſes was piqued at this pro- 
_ eeeding, but like a wiſe prince diſſembled bs 
naſuntment, and went back to his capital. 
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s pri ; Caſſandana returned ſoon after to the court 

hods ARR Perſia, and Cyrus preſſed Mandana to ſpeak 
t unis father. Cambyſes, who did not eaſily 
are his firſt opinions, was for renewing the 
gociations with Crœſus; but the queen re- 
ſented to him, that Caſſandana, by her mo- 
er's ſide, was grand - daughter to the king of 
nenia, who · was far advanced in years, and 
d but one ſon; that in caſe this prince ſhould 
ſue would: be heireſs ef that crown; that 
e oracles ſeemed to diſcountenance her ſon's. 
arriage with the daughter of Crœſus; have” 
g foretold that Cyrus ſhould begin his con- 
teſts by that of Lydia, Let us leave to. the 
ſaid ſhe, the care of accompliſhing their 
vn 8 without preſcribing to them the 
ans they ſhall employ; they often fulfil their 
ſigns by ſuch methgds as to us would ſeem 
leulated to diſappoint them. Two conſide- 
dle events wrought that effect upon the king's 
iad,. which. the queen's ſolicitations would 
ver have done. Advice eame that the daugh- 
r of. Creeſus , was promiſed to the ſon of the 
ing of Babylon, and that theſe two princes. 
ad entered into » ſtrict alliance; this news. 
ſeoncerted his ſchemes; but what determin- 
him at length to comply with his ſon's wiſh-- 
„ was. the death of the —_ 


50 The TRAVEXS Bod 
by which Caſtandana became preſumptive bes 
els of that crown. 

Ihe nuptials were celebrated according u 
the manner of the age and of the countn, M paſſior 
Cyrus and Caſſandana were conducted to thy Thi 
top of a high mountain conſecrated to the greaſy: tl 
Oromazes ; a fire of odoriferous wood wa and h 
lighted; the high-prieſt bound tegether the iſ vered 
flowing robes of the two lovers, as a ſymbul ding tf 
their unien: then holding each other by tl Wi alo 
hand, and ſurrounded by the Eſtals (4), they bens t 
danced about the ſacred fire, ſinging, accord i vincit 
ing to the religion of the ancient Perſians, the Wh mank 
Jove of Oromazes for his daughter Mithra bs Wi iecti 
Fare the beginning of time: tothe piture which 
the preſented him, containing the ideas of al 
things; the production of innumerable world 
reſembling thoſe ideas the birth of. the pun 
Genii, appomted to inhabit theſe worlds; the 
revolt of Avimanius againſt the god Mythra; 
the origin of the chaos, and how it was redy 
ced to order; the fall of ſpirits into mortd 
„ e tabours of Myths 40 raiſe ties 


() El is a, Chakdee word which zäme firs and from 
thence comes the Greek word E 5:4, The Romans all 


V.to it, and make jt Veſta, as of Eogige de] make de 
Pen. Hyde Rel. Ant, Fer, Cap. To 


gook 
again 
deſtru 
every 
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again to the Empyreum; and laſtly, the total 
geſtruction of the evil principle, who diffuſes 
erery where hatred, diſcord, and the helliſh 
paſſions, . — 5 

The young prince's 83. increaſed dai- 
y: the more he was acquainted with the mind 
and heart of Caſſandana, the more he diſco- 
vered there of thoſe ever new and ever bloom- 
ing eharms which are not to be found in beau- 
ty alone. Neither marriage, which often wea- 
kens the ſtrongeſt paſſions, nor that almoſt in- 
vincible fondneſs for novelty, ſo univerſal in 
mankind, diminiſhed in the leaſt the mutual 
affection of theſe happy lovers, 
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H E prince of Perſia was ſo enamoured 

with Cafſandana, and his thoughts were 
ſo entirely employed in furniſhing amuſements 
tor her, that there was great reaſon to fear he 
would give himſelf up to an indolent life, He 
was daily inventing new Thews and entertain- 
ments unknown before in Perſia, and introdu- 
ced all the diverſions in vogue at the court of 
Ecbatan: He gave no attention to buſineſs, and 


even neglected military exerciſes, This kind 


of life expoſed him continually to be ſeduced 
by the diſcourſes-of the young Satrapes who. 
were about him. The Gymnoſophiſts were 
beginning at this time to ſpread abroad in per- 
Ga. their pernicious doctrine concerning the. tuo 


worm F CRUS. $3 
principles, which make men virtuous without 
merit, or vicious without fault, by the force of 
an invincible fatality.” All the younger ſort 
xeadily adopted this opinion, becauſe it favour- 
ed their paſſions : the deadly poiſon was ſteal- 
mg by degrees into the heart of Cyrus, and e- 
ven Araſpes helped to cherith. in his breaſt 
theſe riſing prejudices againſt religion. 

On the borders of the Perſian gulph there 
had been lately ſettled a famous ſchool of Ma- 
pi, whoſe doctrine was entirely. oppoſite to theſe 
fatal errors. Cyrus had a-tafte and a genius 
which: led. him to the: ſtudy of the ſublimeſt 


ſciences; and Hyſtaſpes, without letting the 


prince perceive his views, laid hold of: this ad» 

vantage to raiſe a-defire in him of converſing 
with thoſe ſages: as they never left their foli- 

tude, ſhunning the eourts of princes, and had 
little intercourſe with other men, Cyrus reſolv- 
ed to go ſee them in their retreat. 

He undertook this journey witk Caſſandana, 
accompanied by Hyſtaſpes, Araſpes, and ſeve- 
ral of the Perſian nobles; They eroſſed the 
plain of Paſſagarda, travelled through the coun- 
try of the Mardi, and. arrived upon the banks 
of the Aroſis. They entered by a narrow paſs- 
into a large valley, encompaſſed. with hig! 
mountains, the tops of which were. covered 

| F 2 
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with oaks, fir-trees, and lofty cedars; beloy 
were rich paſtures, in which all ſorts of cat 
were feeding; the plain looked like a garde 
watered by many rivulets, which came fron 


the rocks all around, and emptied themſelva 
into the Aroſis. This river loſt itſelf between 


two little hills, which, as they opened, preſent- prop 
ed to the view ſucceſſive ſcenes of new objech ¶ ſpent 
and diſcovered at diſtances fruitful fields, vat befor 
foreſts, and the Perſian gulph, which boundel BM but | 
the horizon, Cyrus and Caſſandana, as they had 
advanced in the valley, were invited into a iſ vith 
neighbouring greve by the ſound of harmoni· Sin r 
ous muſic. There they beheld, by the fide of i ter u 
a clear fountain, a great number of men of al ¶ ¶ it be! 
ages, and over · againſt them a company of vo: they 
men; who formed a concert. They under- quill 
ſtood that it was the ſchool of the Magi, and andi 
. were ſurpriſed to ſee, inſtead of auſtere, me dhe 1 
lancholy and-thoughtful men, an agreeable and wa 
and 


polite people. 

Theſe philoſophers looked upon muſic a 
Jomething heavenly, and proper to calm the 
paſſions, for which reaſon they always boys 
and finiſhed the day þy concerts (/). - 

they had given ſome little time in the 7 
co this exerciſe, they led 18 W _ 


ads 15. wks » 
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: elightful walks to the ſacred mountain, ob- 
erving all the way a profound ſilence; there 
ey offered their homages to che gods, rather 

by the voice of the heart, than of the lips. 
hus by muſic, pleaſant walks, and prayer, 
they prepared themſelves tor the contemplati- 
on of truth, and put the ſoul into a ſerenity 
proper for meditation; the reſt of the day was 
ſpent in ſtudy. Their only repaſt was a little 
before ſun-ſet, at which time they eat nothing 
but bread, fruits, and ſome portion of. what 


s they had been offered to the gods, concluding all 
nto a WY with concerts of muſic (½ . Other men be- 
moni gin not the education of their children till af- 
ide of ter they are born, but the Magi ſeemed to do 


it before. While their wives were with child, 
they took care to keep them always in tran- 
quillity, and a perpetual cheartulnels; by ſweet 
and innocent amuſements, to the end-that from 
the mother's womb the fruit might receive no 
impreſſians, but what were pleaſing, peaceful, 
and agreeable to order, 


ic 1 Each ſage had his province-in the empire of 
n the philoſophy ; ſome ſtudied the virtues of plants, 
egal ethers: the metamorpholes of inſeas ; ſome a- 


gain the conformation of animals, and others 
the courſe of the ſtars: but the aim of all hei 


, (m), Scrab. lib, 2 7, | 
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reſearches was to come to the knowledge d 
the gods, and of themſelves. They ſaid, tha 
the ſciences were no farther valuable than they 
ſerved as ſteps to alcend to the great Oromy- 
zes, and from thence to defcend to man, Tho 
the love of truth was the only bond of ſociety 
among theſe philoſophers, yet they were not 
"without a head; they called him the Archi. 
magus. He, who then poſſeſſed that honour, 
was named Zarduſt or Zoroaſter ; he ſurpaſſed 
the reſt more in wiſdorn than in age, for he 
was ſcarce'fifty years dd; nevertheleſs he was 
a conſummate maſter in ll the feĩences of the 
Chaldeans and Egyptians, and had even ſome 
knowledge of the religion of the Jews, whom 
ke had ſeen at Babylon. Having obſerved the 
corruption which had crept in among the Ma- 
gi, he had applied himfelf to reform their man- 
ners and their doctrine (2). 

When Cyrus and Cafſandana entered into 
the grove, the aflembly roſe up and worſhip- 
ped them, bowing themſelves to the earth, ac- 
cording. to the cuſtom of the Eaſt; and then 
retiring, left them alone with Zoroaſter. This 
philoſopher led them to a bower of myrtle, in 
the midſt of which was the ſtatue of a woman, 
which he had carved with bis own hands. 


(*) Agathias de Zor, and Sir Lfaac Newton, Chron, P. 34% 
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They all three ſat down in this place upon a 
ſeat of verdant turf, and Zoroalter entertained 
the prince and prineeſs with a diſcourſe of the 
life, manners and virtues of the Magi, While 
he was ſpeaking, he frequently caſt a look up+ 
on the ſtatue, and as he beheld it, his eyes 
were bathed in tears. Cyrus and Caffandana 
obſerved his ſorrow at firſt with a reſpectful ſi- 
Jence, but afterwards the princeſs could not 
forbear aſking him the "reaſon of it. That 
ſtatue, anſwered he, is the ſtatue of Selima, 
who heretofore loved me, as you now love 
Cyrus. It is here that I come to ſpen1 my 
ſweeteſt and my bittereſt moments, In ſpite 
of wiſdom, which ſubmits me to the will of the 
gods; in ſpite of the pleaſures I taſte'in philo- 
ſophy; in ſpite of the inſenſibility 1 am in, 
with regard to all human grandeur, the re- 
membrance of Selima often renews my regrets 
and my tears. True virtue, though it regu- 
lates the paſſions, dees not extinguiſh tender 
ſentiments. Theſe words gave Cyrus and Caſ- 
ſandana a curiolity to know the hiſtory of Se- 
lima. The philoſopher would have excuſed 
himſelf, but he had already betrayed his ſe- 
eret by the ſenſibility he had ſhewn, and could 
not go back without failing in due reſpect to 
perſons of ſuch high rank: having therefore 
F 4 
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wiped away his tears, he thus began his nar. 
ration, I am not afraid of letting yon knoy 
my weakneſs ; but I ſhould avoid the recital [ 
am going to make, if I did-not-foreſee. that you 
may reap ſome uſeful inſtruction from it, I wa 
born a prince; my father was ſovereign of 
little territory in. the; Indies, which is. called 
the country of the Sophites. Having, loſt my 
way one day when F was hunting, I chanced 
to ſee in the thick part of a wood-a; young maid, 
who was there repofing berſelt; Her ſurpriſ- 
ing beauty immediately ſtruck me; I became 
immoveable, and dunſt not advance; I ima 
gined ſhe was one of thoſe aerial ſpirits, who 
deſcend: ſometimes. from the throne of Oroma- 
| zes, to eonduct ſouls · back to the Empyreum, 
Seeing herſelf alone witlr a man, ſhe fled; and 
took refuge in a temple that was near the ſo- 
reſt, I durſt not follow her; bur 1 learnt that 
her name was Selima, that: ſhe was daughter 
| of an-old Brachman, who dwelt in that tems 
| ple, and that ſhe was conſecrated to the wor- 
1 ſthip.of the fire: The Eſtals may quit celibacy 
. 


— marry: but while they continue prielteſſes 
| of the fire, the laws are ſo ſevere among the 
Indians, that a father: thinks it an act of reli 
gion to throw his daughter alive into the flames. 
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2.14 ſhe ever fall from that parity of man- 
ers which the has ſworn. to preſerve. 

My fathen was yet living, and I was not in 
condition to force Selima from chat aſylum 5 
jay, had I been king, princes have no right in 
hat country over perſons conſecrated to religi. 
n. However, all. theſe difficulties did but in- 
reaſe my paſſion; and. the violence of ĩt quick: 
ned my ingenuity: Lleft my father's palace; 
was young, a prince, and I did not conſult 
eaſon. I diſguiſed myſelf in the habit of a 
irl, and. went to the. temple. where the old 
rachman lived. I deceived him by a feigned 
tory, and became one. of the Eſtals, under the 
ame of Amana. The king, my father, who 
as diſconſolate for my ſudden. leaving him, 
dered ſearch to be made for me every where, 


fo t to no. gurpoſe. Selima not knowing my 
hat x, conceived a particular liking. and friend+ 
ter ip for me. I never left her; we paſſed our 


yes together. in working, reading, walking; 
d ſerving at the. altars. L often told her 
ibles and affecting Rories, in order. to paint 
th the. wonderful effects of friendthip and 
love. My deſign was to prepare her by de- 
eli rees for the final diſcovery of my intentions, 
lometimes forgot myſelf while IL was ſpeak - 
1g, and. was ſo carried away. by. my. vivacitys 
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that ſhe-often interrupted me, and ſaid, 09 
would think, Amana, to hear. you ſpeak, thy 
you feel in this moment all that you deſcril 
J lived in this manner ſeveral months with ba 
and it was not poſſible for her to diſcover 6 
ther my diſguiſe or my paſſion. As my hex 
was not corrupted, I had no-criminal vie; 
imagined, that if I could engage her to lon 
me, the would forſake her ſtate of life to ſha 
my crown with me: I was continually waitin 
for a favourable moment to reveal to her u 
ſentiments; but alas] that moment never can 
It was a cuſtom among the Eſtals, to god 
vers times in the year upon a high mountat 
there to kmdle the ſacred fire, and to offer 
-crifices :' we all went up thither one day, 

-companied only by the old Brachman, Scar: 
was the ſacrifice begun, when we were ſi 
Tounded by a body of men, armed with be 

and arrows, who carried away Selima and it 
father. They were all on horſeback; 1h 
lowed them ſome time, but they entered in 
'a wood, and I ſaw them no more. I did u 
return to the temple, but ſtole away from th 
Eſtals, changed my dreſs, took another diſgii 
and forſook the Indies. I forgot my fathe 
my country, and all my obligations; I vn 
«gered over all A ſia n ſearch of Selima : 1 


on ook 8 JC us. 
„ . naot love do in a young heart givenup to its 
„ bon? One day, as 1 was croſſing the coun- 


y of the Lycians, I ſtopt in a great foreſt to 
elter myſelf from the exceſſive heat, 1 pro. 
ntly ſaw a-company of hunters paſs by, and 
little after ſeveral women, among whom 1 
hought I diſcovered Selima: ſhe was in a hent- 
ig dreſs, mounted upon a proud eourſer, and 
iſinguiſhed from all the reſt by a coronet or 
owers, She paſſed by me ſo ſwiftly, that 1 
duld not be ſure whether my. conjectures were 
ell founded ; but I went ſtraight to the ca» 
ital. 
The Lycians · were at chat time governed by 
amen, which form of government was eſta - 
iſhed among them upon the following occa · 
n. Some years ago the men became ſo effe- 
inate during a long peade, that their thoughts | 
ere wholly taken-up about their dreſs. They 
deed the diſcourſe, manners, maxims, and 
| the imperſections of women, without hav- 
p either their ſweetneſs or their delicacy : 
ad while they gave themſelves up to infamous 
zineſs, the moſt abominable vices took the 
nene of lovely paſſions; they deſpiſed the Ly- 
Aathe women, and treated them like flaves: A 
I eign war came upon them; the men being 


dun cowardly and cffeminate, were not able 


ffer f 
ay, 
Scar: 
ere {0 
ch be 
and bf 
II 
red im 
did nt 
rom tl 
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to defend their country; they fled and h- 
themſelves in caves and caverns; the women 
being accuſtomed: to fatigue, by the ſlavery 
they had undergone, took arms, and»drove a 
way the enemy, became miſtreſſes of the coun: 


try, and eſtabliſhed themſelves in authority by, 


an immutable law; From that time the Lyci- 
ans habituated themſelves to this form of go 
vernment, and found: it the mildeſt and mot 
convenient. Their queens had a council d 
ſenaters, who aſſiſted them with their advice: 
the men propoſed good laws, but the executit 
power was in the women. The ſweetneſs and 
foftneſs of the ſex prevented all the miſchich 
of tyranny; and the council ofi the wiſe ſens: 
tors quaHfied that inconſtanoy, with whichwe 
men are reproached. | | 
P underſtood that the mother of Selima hun 
ing been dethroned by the ambition of a kin 
woman, her firſt miniſter had fed tb the lu. 
dies with the young princeſs; that he had ln. 
ed there ſeveral years as a Brachman; and fir 
as an Eſtal; that this old man habing always 
maintained” a correſpondence with'the friend 
of the royal family, the young queen had beet 
reſtored to tlie throne after the deati;of tht 
uſurper; that ſhe governed with the wiſdom 


of a 1 who had * 


| 


* 
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ad laſtly, that ſhe had always expreſſed an 
avincible diſike to marriage. This news gave 
ne an inexpreſſible joy; 1 thanked the gods 
or having eonducted me by. ſuch wonderful 
rays near the object of my heart.; I implored, 
heir help, and promiſed never to love but once, 
they would favour my paſſion. | 

I then conſidered by what method I ſhould 
ntroduce myſelf to the queen ; and finding 
hat war was the moſt proper; I entered into 
he ſervice, There I diſtinguiſhed myſelf ve- 

y ſoon; for I refuſed no fatigue, I avoided | 
o danger, 1 ſought the moſt hazardous enter- 
prizes. Upon a day of battle, on the ſucceſs 

pf which the liberty of Lycia depended; the 
arians put our troqps into diſorder: it was in 

| large plain, out of which there was but one 
arrow paſs for the fugitives to eſcape. I gain- 

d this paſs, and threatened to pierce with my 
avclin whoever ſhould attempt to force it. In 
lis manner 1 rallied our troops, and returned 

o charge the enemy; I routed them, and ob- 
aned a complete victory. This action drew — 
ie attention of all the army upon me: no- 
ling was ſpoken of but my courage; and all 
the ſoldiers called me the deliverer! of their 
Kage vas conducted to the queen's pre- 
e, who could not recollect me; for we had 


* 


end with mortals, and that love makes al 
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been ſeparated fix years, and grief and fatig Wy 5 
lad altered my features: She aſked me ny it m 
name, my country, my family, and ſeemed b 
examine my face with a» more than commm 
curiofity, I thought I diſcovered by her ex 
an inward emotion, which ſhe endeavonred u on w 
hide, Strange capriciouſneſs of love! herety- 
fore I had thought her an Eſtal of mean birth; 
yet I had refolved to ſſiare my crown with her 
This moment I conceived a deſign of enggę eng 
ing her to love me as I loved Her; I concealed 
my country and my birth, and told her, I en. 
Born in a village of Bactria, ef a very obſcut 
family; upon this ſſie ſuddenly withdrew with- 
out anſwering me. 
Not long after, ſhe gave me, by the adri 
of her ſenators, tlie command of the army; 
which I had free acceſs to her- perſon. Man 
uſed frequently to ſend for me. under pretend 
of buſineſs, when ſe had nothing to ſay; f 
took a pleaſure in difcourfing with me. 1 oftes 
painted forth my own ſentiments to her undies de 
Borrowed names; the Greek” and Egyptin 
Mythology, which Fhad learned in my travels, nt th 
furniſhed me with abundant” Wes! oke t. 
prove, that the gods were heretofore er ol 


ions equal. 1 remember, that one day vi 
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was relating to her a ſtory of this. kind, the 
t me in a great emotion; Ldifcoverd by that 
r hidden ſentiments; and it gave me inex- 
eſſible pleaſure to find that ſhe then loved me 
| had loved her; | I had frequent.converſa+ 
red ul on wit her, by which her confidence in me 
iereto ily increaſed: E ſometimes made her call to- 
birth, ind the misfortunes of her early youth; and 
h be e then gave me an account of her living a- 
1 zong the Eſtals, her friendſhip for Amana; 
ceuead their mutual affection. Scarce was I able 
In contain myſelf when: I heard her ſpeak; t 
bleu juſt ready to throw off my diſguiſe; but 
with falſe delicacy required yet farther, that Se- 
| ma ſhould do for me. what I would have done 
r her, I was quickly futisfied; an extraor- 
Y; aary event made me experience all the Ex» 
n and power uf ber love. 
retenc By the laws of Lycia the perſon who — 


s defire that L would marry; go tell them: 
pt om me, that Iwill conſent, upon condition- 
rar, nt they leave me free in my choice. She 
nts e theſe words with. a majeſtie air, and al- 

mot C without looking upon me. At firſt F 
I! co nbled, then flattered myſelf, then fell ints- 
dubt; for I knew-the Lycians to be ſtrongly- 


e ee a ſtranger. Sch 
I ofted retard and ſaid to me: My fits: © 
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attached to their laws: I went nevertheleſs u Wi of ou 
execute the commands I had received. Wha in my 
the council was aſſembled, I laid before then Th 
the queen's pleaſure, and after much diſpute ¶ ¶ aſeml 
it was agreed, That ſhe ſhould be left free v free, 
chuſe herſelf a hufband. I carried Selima the Queen 
reſult of their deliberation :' ſhe then directed {ſo the 
me to afſenible the troops in the fame plain the th 
where I had obtained the victory over the Ca. vithb 
rians, and to hold myſelf ready to obey bebe 5 ® 
farther orders: fhe likewiſe commanded all the I tber 
principal men of the nation to repair to the 
ſame place. A magnificent throne being ther She th 
erected, the queen appeared upon it-encirclel proſtra 
by her courtiers, and ſpoke to the aſſembly in 
the following manner: People of Lycia, ever 
ſince I began my reign, I have ſtrictiy obſerr: 
ed your laws; I have appeared at the headt 
your armies, - add have obtained ſeveral vide own fr 
ries: my only ſtudy has been to make you fk te 
and happy. Is it juſt that ſhe Who has beuffñ 
the preſerver of your liberty ſhould be ber” 
a ſlave ?.. Is it equitable that ſhe who contini- * 4 
ally ſeeks your happineſs ſhould be herſelf nl kd s 
ſerable ? There is no unhappineſs equal to thrill 77 
of doing violence to one's own heart. When r 
the heart is under a conſtraint, grandenr | 2 
royalty ſerve only to give us a Cuicter fa 50 


Vor. 


try for 
childre 
ther th: 
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of our ſlavery. I demand thereſore to be n 


Vhen in my choice. 

then This diſcourſe was applanded by the * 
ſpute aſembly, who immediately cried ont, You are 
ee to free, you are diſpenſed from the law. The 


queen ſeat me orders to advance at the head 
of the troops. As ſoon as I was come near 
the throne, ſhe roſe up, and, pointing to me 


; 
b 2 with her hand, There, ſaid the, is my huſband z 
ey her he is a ſtranger, but His ſervices make him the' 
all the father of the country; he is not a prince, but 


to the lis merit puts him upon a level with kings. 
ether! She then ordered me to come up to her; I 
circled YProſtrated myſelf at her feet, and took all the 


uſual oaths ; I promiſed to renounce my coun- 
try ſor ever, to look upon the Lycians as my 
children, and, above all, never to love any o- 
ther than the queen. After this the ſtepped 
town from the throne, and we were conducted 
back to the capital with pomp, amidſt the ac- 
u be amations of the people. As ſoon as we were 
alone, Ah Selima ! ſaid I, have you then for- 
pot Amana ? *Tis imppſſible to expreſs the 


. 0 een's ſurpriſe, or the tranſport of affection 

_ ad joy which theſe words gave her. She knew 
will and conjectured all the reſt; I had no need 
ur and (peak, and we were both a long time ſilent: 

i egch 1 told her my ** my adventures, 


Wiki, * 
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and all the effects that love had produced u ate 
me. She very ſcon aſſembled her council, a 
acquainted them with my birth; ambaſſadon WW... te 
were ſent to the Indies; I renounced my crom dy of 
and-country for ever, and my brother was ca ¶ ere 
firmed in the poſſeſſion of my throne. 1 
This was an eaſy ſacrifice ; 1 was in poll: ear 
ſion of Selima, and my happineſs was com- death 
plete: but alas! this happineſs was of ſhort ount 
continuance, In giving myſelf up to my pa- Med th 
' Gon, I had renounced my country, I had for o th 
ſaken my father, whoſe only conſolation I va, brach 
1 had forgot all my duty: my love, whic appi 
ſeemed ſo delicate, fo generous, and was the way 
admiration of men, was net approved of h thir 
the gods; accordingly they puniſhed me fr Me fre 
it by the greateſt of all misfortunes; they to 
Selima from me, the died within a few v. tandi: 
aſter eur marriage. 1 gave myſelf up to it, m 
molt exceſſive ſorrow. ; but the gods did nots — 
bandon me. I entered deeply into mylell ind 1 
wiſdom deſcended into my heart, ſhe openel ; . 
the eyes of my underſtanding, and I then com Meg t. 
© prehended the admirable myſtery of the c: Aran 
duct of Oromases Wirtue is often uahapp, ben o 
and this ſhocks the reaſon of ſhort · ſighted ma; IPhers 
but they are ignorant that the tranſient ſur Wn 3 
ings. of Qs lite are deſigned by the gods to. 


: Jiate the ſecret faults of thoſe who appear the 
oft virtuous, Theſe reflexions determined 
ne to conſecrate the reſt of my days to the ſtu- 
dy of wiſdom. Selima was dead, my bonds 
were broken, 1 was no longer tied to any thing 
1 nature; the whole earth appeared to me 2 


oſel deſart; 1 could not reign in Lycia after the 
com- BWW cath of Selima, and I would not remain in a 
(hott 


ountry where every thing continnally renew- 
d the remembrance of my lofs, I returned 
o the Indies, and went to live among the 
Brachmans, where I formed a new plan of 
happineſs, Being freed from that ſlavery which 
always accompanies grandeur, I eſtabliſhed 
within myſelf an empire over my paffions and 
eſires, more glorious and ſatisfactory than the 
alſe luſtre of royalty. But now, notwith- 
tanding my retreat, and the diſtance I was 
it, my brother conceived a jealouſy of me, as 
f 1 had been ambitious of aſcending the throne, 
ind I was obliged once more to leave the In- 
lies, My exile proved a new ſource of happi- 
neſs to me; it depends upon ourſelves to reap 
adrantage from misfortunes, I viſited the wiſe 
nen of Afia, and converſed with the philoſo- 
phers of different countries : I learned their 
jaws and their religion, and was charmed to 
ind, That the great men of all times, and of 

& 2 | 


70 The TrRAvEels Book ll. 
all places, had the ſame ideas of the Divinity, 
and of morality, At laft I came hither upon 


the banks of the Aroſis, where the Magi hare 


choſen me for their head. 


Here Zoroaſter ended; Cyrus and Caſſanda - 


na were too much affected to be able to ſpeal. 
Aſter ſome moments of filence, the philoſopher 
diſcourſed to chem of the happineſs which 
faithful lovers enjoy in the empyreum when 
they meet- again there ; he then concluded 
with theſe wiſhes : May you long feel the hay- 
pineſs of mutual and nndivided love ! May the 
gods preſerve yon from that depravity of heart 
which makes pleaſures loſe their reliſh when 
once they become lawfnl!! May you, after the 
tranſports of a lively and pure paſſion in your 
younger years, experienoe in a more advanced 
age all the charms of that union which dim 
niſhes the pains of life, and augments its plea- 
ſures by ſharing them! May a long and agree. 
able old age let you ſee your diſtant poſterity 
multiplying - the race of heroes upon earth! 
May at laſt one and the ſame day unite the 
aſhes of both, to exempt you from the misfor- 
tune of bewailing like me the loſs of what you 
love! My only comfort is the hope of ſecing 
Selima again in the ſphere of fire, the pure e- 
lement of love, Souls make acquaintance an- 
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ly here below ; it is above that their union is 
conſummated, O Selima, Selima, we ſhall one 
day meet again, and our flame will be eternal : 
| know, that in thoſe ſuperior regions your 
happineſs will not be complete till I ſhall ſhare 
it with you; thoſe who have loved each other” 
purely will love ſo. for ever; true love is im- 
mortal, 

The hiſtory which Zoroaſter had gjven of 
his own life made a ſtrong impreſſion upon the- 
prince and princeſs ; it confirmed them in their 
mutual tenderneſs, and in their love of virtue; 
they ſpent ſome time with the ſage in his ſoli- 
tude before they returned to the court of Cam- 
byſes. It was during this retreat that Zoro- 
alter initiated Cyrus into all the myſteries of 
the Eaſtern wiſdom, The Chaldeans, the E- 
gyptians, and the Gymnoſophiſts, had a won- 
derful knowledge of nature, but they wrapped 
ſt up in allegorical fables : and this doubtleſs 
; the reaſon that venerable antiquity has been 
reproached with ignorance in natural philoſo- 
phy. Zoroaſter laid open before Cyrus the 
ſecrets of nature, not merely to gratify his cu- 
riofity, but to make him obſerve the marks of 
an infinite wiſdom diffuſed throughout the u- 
uverſe, and thereby to guard his mind againſt 
religion, 


G 3 
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One while he made him admire the ſiruQur 
of the human hody, the ſprings of which it i 
compoſed, and the liquors that flow in it; the 
eanals, the pumps, and the baſons which are 
formed by the mere inter weaving of the fibre 
in order to ſeparate, purify, conduct and re: 
conduct the liquids into all the extremities 
the body ; then the levers and the cords, form- 
ed by the bones and muſcles, in order to the 
various motions of the members, It is thus, 
ſaid the philoſopher, that our body is a ſur- 
priſing contexture of tubes, branched out into 
endleſs diviſions and ſubdiviſions, which hare 
a communication with one another, while dil. 
ferent and ſuitable liquors are, inſinuated inn 
them, and are there prepared according to the 
rules of the moſt exact mechaniſm, An infui 
ty of ſmall imperceptible ſprings, the conſtruc- 
tions and motions of which we are ignorant 
of, are continually playing on our bodies; 
and it is therefore evident that nothing but 
ſovereign intelligence could produce, adjul 
and preſerve ſo compounded, ſo delicate, and 
10 admirable a machine, The life of this ma: 
chine depends on the ſreedom and Amenit 
with which the liquids flow in the various c 
nals; all our diſeaſes on the other hand pro- 
3 from the thickneſs of the liquids, which 
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ſtopping in thoſe imperceptible veſſels, choak 
them up, ſwell and relax them; or from the 
acrimony of the juices, which prick, disjoin and 
tear thoſe delicate fibres. Indolence occaſions 
the firſt, and intemperance the ſecond; for 
which reaſon the Perſian laws have wiſely en- 
joined ſobriety and exerciſe, as neceſſary to pre- 
vent the enfeebling both of the I and 
natural body. 

At another time he explained to him the 
configuration of plants, and the transformati- 
on of inſets, They had not our optic glaſſes 
to magnify objects and bring them near; bu. 
the penetrating ſpirit of Zoroaſter ſaw farther 
than the eye can reach by their help; becauſe 
he was acquainted not only with all the expe- 
riments of the ancients and their traditions, 
but alſo with the occult (a) ſciences revealed 
by the Genii to the firſt men. Each ſeed, ſaid 
he, contains within it a plant of its own ſpecies, 
this plant another ſeed, and thus feed another 
little plant, and ſo on without end, Theſe 
organic molds cannot be formed by the fimple 
laws of motion; they are the firſt production 
of the great Oromazes, who originally encloſ- 
CON CS oe ee ts | 
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ed from it. None but he alone could thus con. 
ceal innumerable wonders in a ſingle impercep. 
tible atom, The growth of vegetables is but 
the unfolding of the fibres, membranes and 
branches, by the moiſture of the earth, which 
in an admirable manner inſinuates itſelf iu 
them. Every plant has two ſorts. of pipes; the 
one filled with air are like lungs to it, the o- 
ther filled with ſap may be compared to arte 
ries. In the day - time the heat of the ſun n. 
riſies, ſwells and dilates the air contained i 
the firſt ſort, ſo that they compreſs the other, 
and thereby break the particles of the ſap, re- 
fine it and make it riſe, in order to the pro- 
duction of leaves, flowers, and fruits. The 
ſame air growing cool during the night is con- 
denſed and contracted, and no longer preſs 
upon the alimentary tubes; ſo that theſe be- 
ing opened and dilated, receive the moiſture of 
the earth, pregnant with ſalts, ſulphurs and 
minerals, which the preſſure of the atmoſphere 
forces in through the roots: it is thus that the 
plants feed in the night and digeſt in the day; 
the nutritive ſap being diſtributed through all 
the branches, at length perſpires, and ſpurt 
ing out of their ſmall delicate pipes with at 
incredible force, forms an infinite number of 
jets d' eau: theſe ſpouts meet, mix, crols ove 
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nother, and perhaps ſerve for an entertain- 
nent of the aerial Genii, before whom the won; 
ers of nature lye all unvailed. One blade of 
graſs preſents more various and amazing ob- 
qs to their view than all the water · works in 
e enchanted gardens of the king of Babylon. 
f poets were philoſophers, the bare deſcription 
f nature would furniſh them with more a- 
yreeable pictures than all their allegorical pain- 
ings ; the poor reſource of a hood - winked i - 
nagination, when reaſon does not lend it eyes 
o diſcern the beauty of the works of Oroma» 
es. Zoroaſter then ſhewed the prince the trees, 
plants and roots, the gums, bitters and aroma- 
ics, which help to diſſolve, attenuate and li- 
uify our juices when they grow too thick; 
o pound, blunt and abſorb the humours when 
00 ſharp ; to fortify, repair and give a new 
enſton to the fibres when weakened, torn and 
elaxed, Heroes. were in former times, philo- 
ophers, and conquerors Were fond of knowing 
hemſelves how to repair in part the miſchiets 
accaſioned by their battles and victories. 
After this the philoſopher gave Cyrus avicw 
if the wonderful art diſcoverable in the for- 
mation of inſe&s, Their eggs, ſaid he, ſcat- 
red in the air, upon the earth, and in the wa- 
meet in each with proper receptacles, and 
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wait only for a favourable ray of the ſun u 
hatch them. Sometimes they are worms cray|. 
ing upon the earth; then fiſhes ſwimming in 
kquors ; and at laſt they get wings, and rife 
into the air, Theſe almoſt inviſible machines 
have in each of them numberleſs ſprings x 
work, which furniſh and prepare liquors ſuit 
ed to their wants, What mechaniſm, what 
art, what freſh and endleſs proofs have ve here 
of an infinite wiſdom which produces alt! 
At another time the ſage carried the thought 
of Cyrus up into the higher regions, to con- 
template the various phænomena which hay- 
pen in the air, He explained to him the wor- 
derful qualities of this fubtile and inviſible fluid 
which encompaſſes the earth, in order to com: 
preſs all che parts of it, keep each of them i 
its proper place, and Hinder them from di- 
uniting; how neceſfary it is to the life of ani 
mals, the growth of plants, the flying of birds 
the forming of ſourids, and numberleſs other 
uſeful and important effects. This fluid, fad 
he, being agitated, heated, cooled again, cot 
preſſed, dilated, one while by the rays of the 
fan, or the ſubterraneous fires, ſometimes i 
the ſalts and falphurs which float init, at & 
ther times by nitres which fix and congea! i. 
ſometimes by clouds which compreſs it, a6 


ferent 
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ſun u often by other cauſes which deſtroy the equili- 
raw. WE brium of its parts, produces all forts of winds, 
ing in the molt impetuous of which ſerve to diſpel the 
d ri noxious vapours, and the ſofcer breezes to tem- 


per the excellive heats, At other times the rays 
of the ſun, infinuating themſelves into the little 
drops of dew which water the ſurface of the 
earth, rarify them, and thereby make them 
lighter than the air; ſo that they aſcend into 
it, form vapours, and float there at different 
heights, according as they are more or leſs 
heavy, The ſun having drawn up theſe va» 
pours loaded with ſulphur, minerals, and dif- 
ferent kinds of ſalts, they kindle in the air, put 
it into a commotion, and cauſe thunder and 
lightening, Other vapours that are lighter 


em it gather into clouds, and float in the air; but 
n dil. when they become too heavy, they fall in dews, 
f a: ſhowers of rain, ſnow and hail, according as 
"birds, the air is more or leſs heated. Thoſe vapours 
other which are daily drawn from the fea, and ar- 
1, faid ried inthe air by the winds to the tops of moun- 
con- tains, fall there, ſoak into them, and meet in 
of ue their inward cavities, where they increaſe and 
nes by WY ell till they find & vent, or force a paſſage, 


and ſo become plenteous ſprings of refreſhing 
water. By theſe are formed rivulets, of which 
the ſmaller rivers are compoſed z and-theſt lat- 
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ter again form the great rivers which retum 
into the ſea to repair the loſs it had ſuffered 
by the ardent rays of the ſun. Thus it is tha 
all the irregularities and intemperature of the 
elements which ſeem to deſtroy nature in ons 
ſeaſon, ſerve to revive it in another: the in, 
moderate heats of ſummer, and the exceſſi 
cold in winter, prepare the beauties of thy 
ſpring, and the rich fruits of autumn, All 
theſe viciſſitudes, which ſeem to ſuperficial 
minds the effects of a fortuitous concourſe of 
irregular cauſes, are regulated according u 
weight and meaſure, by that ſovereign Wil 
dom who weighs the earth as a nnn 
and the ſea as a drop of wat. 
Then Zoroaſter raiſed his ahoughts to the 
ſtars, and explained to Cyrus how they al 
float in an active, uniform, and. infinitely ſub- 
tile fluid, which fills and pervades all nature, 
This inviſible matter, ſaid he, does not act by 
the neceſſary law of a blind mechaniſm. It 
is, as it were, the (a) body of tho o 


| (a) Thoſe who are unacquainted with the (file of anti- luntate f 
quity imagine that Zoroaſter and Pythagoras make the Dei er 
corporeal by this expreſſion, and that it gave occaſion tothe trum, ſu 
error of the Stoics, who believed the divine eſſenoe an eh rr volu 
rial matter; but the contrary is evident by the definitios 


which thoſe two philoſophers give of the Divivity. (Pi 


dies, 2 
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mazes, whoſe ſoul is truth. By the one he 
acts upon all bodies, and by the other he en- 
ſightens all ſpirits. His vivifying preſence 
gives activity te this pure æther, which be- 
comes. thereby the primary mechanical ſpring 
of all the motions in the heavens and upon the 
earth : It cauſes the fixed ſtars to tura upon 
their axes, while it makes the planets circulate 
round thoſe ſtars ; it tranſmits with an incre- 


rhcial 
9 lible velocity the light of thoſe heavenly bo- 
ng 0 dies, as the air does ſounds; and its vibrati- 


ons, as they are more or leſs quick, produce 
the agreeable variety of colours, as thoſe of the 
air do the melodious notes of muſic. Laſtly, 
the fluidity of liquids, the coheſion -of- ſolids, 
the gravitation, elaſticity, attraction, and fer- 
mentation of bodies, the ſenſation of animals, 
and the vegetation of plants, come all from the 
ation of this exceedingly ſubtile (5) SPIRIT, 


5. 276. and p. 284, 285.) It ſeems to me, that by the 
body of God, they mean nothing more than what Sir Iſaac. 
Newton expreſſes by theſe words: Deus ubique præſens vo- 
luntate ſua corpora omnia in infinito ſuo uniformi S E N So- 
110 moyet, adeoque cunctas mundi univerfi partes ad arbi · 
trium ſuum fingit et refingit, multo magis quam anima no+ 
ſtra voluntate ſua a corporis noltri membra movenda valet, 
Opt. pag. 411. a 
Us, Theſe are the very words of Sir Iſaac Newton, Ad- 

cere jam licet nonnulla de $2 A TV ä SUBTILIS» 
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which diffuſes itſelf throughout all the immey ould « 
ſity of ſpace. The ſame ſimple cauſe prody noch 
ces numberlefs, and even contrary effects, jy 
without any confuſion i in ip infinite a varieh » prel 
of motions. 
We are ſtruck with ſurpriſe, contioned un 5 
philoſopher, to ſee all the wonders of natur, gin 
which diſcoyer themſelves to our ſhort and 
feeble ſight ; but how great would be our + 

mazement, if we could tranſport ourſelves mi Ser 
thoſe ætherial ſpaces, and paſs through then 
with a rapid flight? Each ſtar would apper t 
an atom in compariſon of the immenſity with 
which it is ſurrounded; what would our won. 
der be, if deſcending afterwards upon earth, 
ve could accommodate our eyes to the minute- 
neſs of objects, and purſue the ſmalleſt grain 
of ſand through its infinite diviſibiſity? Each ung. 
atom would appear a werld, in which we 


-$t Me corpora craſſa pervadente, et in iiſdem latente, caju 
et aQtionibus particulz corporum ad minimas diſtantias { 
mutuo ATTRAHUNT, et contiguz factæ. CoH «ext, 
et corpora ErLegr RICA agunt ad diſtantias majores; a 
Lux emittitur, reſlectitur, refringitur, inflectitur, et cal te en 
tacit; et SENSATTIO omnis excitatur, et MEMBRA Ax" 
MAr1UM ad voluntatem. moventur. He never denied i ſpatio 
ſubtile matter in this ſenſe, and it is in this ſenſe that I i- itu 
ways underſtand it, See Diſc, at che end. 
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ould doubtleſs diſcover new beauties, There 
nothing great, nothing little in itſelf; both 
e GREAT and the LITTLE diſappear by turns 
o preſent every where an image of infinity 
rough all the works of Oromazes, What a 
lly is it then to go about to explain the (c) 
iginal of things by the mere laws of matter 
id motion? The univerſe is the work of the 
great Oromazes: he preſerves and governs it 
general laws, but theſe laws are free, arbi- 
rary, and even diverſified in the different re- 
zions of immenſity, according to the effects he 
ould there produce, and the various relations 
e would eſtabliſh between bodies and ſpirits, 
t is from him that every thing flows; it is in 
jim that every thing exiſts; it is by him that 
very thing lives; and to him alone ſhould all 
tings be — Without him all nature 
s an inexplicable ænigma; with him the mind 


(e) Philoſophiae naturalis id revora praecipuum eft, et ot 
dium et finis, ut ex phænomenis ſine fitis hypotheſibus ar- 
puamus, et ab effectis ratiocinatione progrediamur ad cauſag, 
e ad ipſum demum perveniamus cauſam primam, qua 
ic, omni dubio .mechanica non eſt . . . . atque his quidem 
te expeditis, ex phenomenis couſtabit elſe Entem in 
porcum, viventem, intelligentem. omniprzſentem, qui in 
* re tanquam ſenſorio ſuo res ipſas intime cernat. 
s perſpiciat, totaſque intra ſe pracſentes nnen 
* Nan. 
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conceives e: ery thing poſſible, even at the fam 
time that it is ſenſible of its own i ng 
narrow limits. 
Cyrus was charmed with this inſtrucdion; 
new worlds ſeemed to be unvailed before hin: 
Where have 1 lived, ſaid he, till. now? th 
ſimpleſt objects contain wonders which eſcape 
my ſight: every thing bears the mark of a 
infinite-wiſdom and power: The great Om 
mazes, ever preſent to his work, gives to al 
bodies their forms and their motions, to al 
ſpirits their reaſon and their ' virtues : he be. 
holds them all in his immenſity ; he governs 
them, not by any neceſſary laws of mechaniſn; 
he makes and he changes the laws by which 
he rules them, as it beſt ſuits with the deſign 
of his juſtice and goodneſs, : 
While Cyrus was thus entertained with the 
canverſation of Zoroaſter, Caſſandana afliſted, 
with the wives of the Magi, in celebrating the 
Feſtival of the goddeſs Mythra. The ancient 
Perfians adered but one ſole ſapreme Deity, 
but they conſidered the god Mythras and the 
goddeſs Mythra, ſometimes as two emanations 
from his ſubſtance, and at other times as the 
firſt productions of his power. Every day ws 
ſacred to the great Oromazes, becauſe he ys 
never to be forgotten: but the feſtival of the 


* 


5 
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Mythra was obſerved only towards the 
8 ſpring, and that of Mythras about 
} be beginning of autumn. During the' firſt, 
hich laſted ten days, the women perfornted 
all the prieſtly functions, and the men did not 
aſi at it: ac on the other hand the women 
ere not admitted to the celebration of the 
This ſeparatiom of the two ſexes wits 
— neceſſary, in order to preferve the foul 
om all imaginations which might profane its 
jojsin theſe ſolemn Feſtivals, | ©) 5! _ 
ay ancient Perfidne had neither" temples 
waktars ; they 'fatrificed upon high mou- 
i and eminetioespinor did they wit libar?- 
m or mufie, e dal lowed bread: -" Torbuſter 
had made no eliauge iv the old tites. except by 
the inerdductʒ on eg mH into dwine worftip. 
at broax of day af dhe wies ef ch Magi be- 
g evowied with nlyedle; and clonthed in lung 
bite Tobe, — — bw 
mo: pace d the möunt of © 3 

vert followed by their Udiighters = 
ent and Jean tlg Heims adoriied” With 
eat A coat The fummit of the 
—— na 

wet kd it, 

* * eat dint Wich 1 
utfuf garden? Tn tte bild cht of this | 
_ WW 


* 
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garden there ſprang a fountain, whoſe com- 
pliant waters took all the forms which art wx 
Pleaſed: to give them. After many winding 
and turnings, theſe cryſtal ſtreams erept on u 
the declivity of the hill, and there falling 
doyen in a rapid torrent from ae 
frothed and foamed, and at length loſt then- 
ſelxes ina deep river which ran at the foot d 
the ſaored mount. 
7 When the pocellion,nevived-at * place of 
Facrifice, two ſheep white as ſnow. were led to 
the. brink af the fountain; and while the prieſt 
eſs offered the victims, the choir ef women 
ſtruck their lyres, and the young virgins joined 
manes is the firſt of incorruptible natures, 6 
*. ternal, unbegotten, ſelf-ſufficient, of all tha 
is excellent moſt excellent, the wiſeſt of l 
* intelljgences; he beheld himſelf in the mir 
ror of his own ſubſtance, and by chat vie 
produced. che gaddeſs Mythra. Mythra the 
ring image of hig beauty, the original ay 
© ther ang the immprtal. virgin; dhe preſenta 
- him che ideas of all things, and he gave the 
de the, god Mythras to form a World refe- 
« bling thoſe ideas. Lehne celebrate dhe wil 
dom of Mythra, led us us do her homage by or 
- purity and dur virtues, rather, ay Li 
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« ſongs. and praiſes.“ During this act of ado- 
ration, three times the muſic pauſed, to denote 
by a-profound frlence that the divine nature 
tranſcends whatever our words can expreſs; 
The hymn being ended, the prieſteſs lighted 
by the rays of the ſun a fire of odoriferous 
wood, and while ſhe there conſumed the hearts 
of the ſheep, ſang alone with a loud voice, 
' Mythra defires only the foul of the victim. 
Then the remainder of the ſacrifice was dreſt 
for a public feaſt, of which they all cat fitting 
on the brink of the ſacred fountain, where they 
quenched their thirſt, During the repaſt twelve 
young virgins ſang. the. ſweets of friendſhip, 
tae charms of virtue, the peace, innocence and 
ſimplicity of a rural life. | 

. After this regale the mothers and daughters 
al aſſemble upon a large green plot encom- 
paſſed with lofty trees, whole ſhady tops and 
leafy branches were à defence againſt the 
ſcorching heat of the ſun and the blaſts of the 


with dancing, running, and concerts of muſic. 

Then-they repreſented the exploits of heroes, 

the virtues of heroines, and the pure pleaſures 

of the primæval ſtate before Arimanius invad- 

ed the empire of Oromazes, and inſpired mor- 

tals with deceitful hopes, falſe joys, perfidious 
H 2 | 


north wind: here they diverted themſelves . 


* 
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diſguſts, eredulous ſuſpicions, and the inhy 
man extravagancies of profane love. Thek 
ſports being over, they diſperſed themſelves x 
bout che garden, and by way of refreſhmen 
bathed themſelves in the waters. Toward 
ſun · ſet they deſcended the hill and Joined th 
Magi, who led chem to the mountain of Ot 
mazes, there to perform the evening ſacrifice 
the victims which were offered ſerved every fi 
mily for ſupper (for they had two repaſt of 


_ Feſtival days) and they chearfully paſſed tie 


time till fleepineſs called them to reft. 


It was in this manner that Caſſandana ami 
ed herſelf, while Zoroaſter was diſcovering u 
Cyrus 411 the - beauties of the nniverſe, a 
thereby preparing his mind for matters of 
more exited nature; the doctrines of religion, 
The philofopher at length conducted the prinet 
with Hyſtafpes and Araſpes, into a gloomy and 
ſolitary foreſt, where perpetual ſilence reigned, 


and where the attention could not be diverted 


by any ſenſible object, and then ſaid, It is not 
to enjoy the pleaſures of ſolitude that we thu 


| forſake the ſociety of men; to retire from ti 


world in that view would be only to gratit)4 
rrifling indolence, unworchy the charader i 


wiſdom: but the aim of the Magi in this + 


c. diſengage ndl from mat 
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iſe to the contemplation of celeſtial things, 
ad commence an intercourſe with the pure 
pirits, who diſcover to them all the ſecrets of 
nature, When mortals have gained a com- 
lete victory over all the paſſions, they are thus. 
fyoured by the great Oromazes: it is how- 
er but a very ſmall number of the moſt puri- 
fed ſages: who have enjoyed this privilege. 
wpoſe ſilence upon your ſenſes, raiſe your 
nind above all viſible objects, and liſten to 
rhat the Gymnoſophiſts have learned by their 
"mmerce with the Genii. Here he was ſilent 
ome time, ſeemed to calle hint award. 
, and then continued. * ID 

In the ſpaces. of the Empyreums + jack an 
lirine fire expands itſelf ; by means of which, 
iot only bodies. but ſpirits become viſible; (4) 
In the midſt of this immenſity is the great O- 
portazes, firſt principle of all things. He dif- 
fuſes himſelf every where; but it is there that 
de is manifeſted after a more glorious manner. 
Near him is ſeated the god Mythras, or the. ſe- 
(e) ſpicit, and under him Pſyche, or the 


0 — end, and parag, about Pythagoras, 
ſe Ns; del ieeg; it is thus that Mythras is called in 


3 
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| goddeſs Mythra: around their throne in the 


firſt rank are the Jyngas, the moſt ſublime in- — 
telligences; in the lower ſpheres are an end- | 
lefs number of genii of all the different order, ad 
Arimanius chief of the Jyngas aſpired to an abyſs 


equality with the god Mythras, and by his e. 
loquence perſuaded all the ſpirits. of his order 
to diſturb the univerſal harmony, and the peace 
of the heavenly monarchy. How exalted ſo- 


ever the genii are, they are always finite, and — 
conſequently may be dazzled and deceived. _— 
Now the-lone of one's own excellence is the mol _"- 
delicate and moſt imperceptible kind of delui- pa 
on. To prevent the other genii from falling * n 
into the like crime, and to puniſh thoſe. auda· fabita1 
cious ſpirits, Oramazes only withdrew his rays, Gall Su 
and immediately the ſphere of Arimanius be · the Mi 
came a chaos and a perpetual night, in which , a. 
diſcord, hatred, confuſion, anarchy and force Carkne 
alone prevail. Thoſe etherial ſubſtances would * 


have eternally tormented themſelves, if Oro- 
mazes had not mitigated their miſeries; he is 
never cruel in his puniſhments, nor acts from a 
motive of revenge, for it is unworthy of his na- 
aue he A rer on their oo 


— ad of the Raſlern theology, 0 
io Pſellug,, Pleths, Tladnus, and al the Platoniſts gf de 
third century, 


— 
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and lent Mythras his power to diſſipate the 
chaos. Immediately the mingled and jarring 
atoms were ſeparated, the elements diſentang- 
led and ranged in order. In the midſt of the 
abyſs was amaſſed together an ocean of fire, 
which we now eall the ſun; its brightneſs i is 
bat obſcurity, when compared wirh that pure 
ether which illuminates the empyreum. Seven 
gobes of an opaque ſubſtance roll about this 
flaming centre, to borrow its light. The ſe- 
ven genii, who were the chief miniſters and 
companions of Arimanius, rogether with alk 
the inferior ſpirits of his order, became the in- 
uubitants of theſe new worlds, which the Greeks 
tall Saturn, jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, 
the Moon, and the Earth. The flothfnl, gloo- 
my, and malicious genit, who love ſolitude and 
darkneſs, hate ſociety, and for ever pine in a 
ſaſtiqious diſeontent, retired into Saturn. From 
hence flow all black and miſchievous projects; 
perfidious treaſons, and murderous devices. 
in jupiter dwell the impious and learned genii, | 
who broach monſtrous errors, and endeavour 
to perſuade men that the univerſe is not 
refed by un eternal wiſdom ; that the great 
Oromazes is not a luminous principle, but = 
blind nature, which by a continual agitation 
Within itlelf produces” an eternal revolution of 
H 4 
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forms, In Mars arg the genii who are enenia 
of peace, and blow up every where Che fire d 


diſcord, inhuman vengeance, implacable ang, 


diftragted ambition, falſe heroiſm, inſatiable 
conquering what it cannot govern, furious di 
pute which ſeeks dominion over theunderſjand, 
ing, would oppreſs where it eannot convince, 
and is more cruel in its tranſports than all the 
other vices. Venus is inhabited by the impum 
genii, whoſe affected graces and unbridled ap 
petites are without taſte, friendſhip, noble op 
tender ſentiments, or any other view than the 
enjoyment, of pleaſures Which engender the 
molt fatal calamities: InMercury are the weak 
minds ever in uneertainty, who believe without 
reaſon, and doubt without reaſon; the enthu- 
Gaſts. and the free · thinkers, whoſe credylit 
and incredulity proceed equally from. a diſor 
dered imagination: it dazzles the ſight of ſoar, 
ſo that they fee that which is. not; and it blind 
others in. ſuch a-manner, that they ſee not that 


hihi. In the Moon dell the bumonrſon, 


fantaliis and capricious - genii, who. will and 
will not, who hate at one time what they lov 
ed exceſſively at another; and who. by. a falle 
delicacy of ſelf- love are ever dull cler 
ſeolres and of their beſt friends. 1 
8 
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* are ſubject to the Magi, whoſe 
ul they obey, and diſcover to them all the ſe- 
of nature. Theſe ſpirits had all been 
1 accomplices of Arimanius's crime, 
ere jet remained a number of all the ſeve- 
ral kinds who had been carried away through 
reaknels,. inadvertency, levity, and (if I may 
ature ſo to ſpeak) iriend{hip tor their compay 
pions, Of all the genit theſe were of the moſt 
limited capacities, and conſequently. the leaſt 
iminal. Oromazes had compaſlion on them, 
made them deſcend into mortal bodies 5 
— retain; no remembrance of their former 
late, or of their ancient haꝑpineſs; it is from 
this number of genii that the earth, is peopled, 
and, it is hence that we ſee here minds of all 
characters. The god Mychras is inceſſantly 
employed to cure, purify aud exalt thein, chat 
they may be capable of their firſt felicity, 
Thoſe who follow virtue fly away after. dea 

uuto the empyreum, where they are re-united 
to their origin. Thoſe, who debaſc themſelves 
by vice, ſink deeper and. deeper into matter, 
fall ſucceſſively into the bodies af the meaneſt 
animals, and run through a perpetual circle of 
new forms, till they are purged of cheir crimes 
by. the- pains which, they. undergo. The evil 
pacjple will confound. every thing for nine 
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thonſand years: but at length there will com 
a time, fixed by deſtiny, when Arimanins wil 
be totally deſtroyed and -exterminated'; the 
earth will change its form, univemal ha 


will be reſtored, and men wilklive happy with- to 
dut any bodily want. Until that time Oroma- de 
zes repoſes himſelf, | and Mythras combats; {ſinitate 
this interval ſeems long to mortals, but, to 2 ter d: 
god, it is only as a moment of ſleep. ell me 
Cyrus was ſeized with aſtoniſhment at the iſto the « 
Hearing of theſe ſublime things, and: turning {zoroal! 
to Araſpes, ſaid to him, What we have been vill on 
taught hitherto of Oromazes, Mythras and a. N oſtenti. 
rimanius, of the contention between the good men, 
and the evił principle, of the revolutions which {Mieſtrair 
have happened in the higher ſpheres, and of wor te 
fouls precipitated into mortal bodies, was mir- from ti 
ed with ſo many abfurd flctions, and wrapped MWhere b. 
up in ſuch impenetrable obſcurity, that ve earth 
looked upon thoſe doctrines as vulgar and con- ¶chine; 
temptible notiens unworthy of the Eternal Be- ¶ of obje 
ing. I ſee now that we confounded the abuſ- bey; 
es of thoſe principles with the principles them · MW thing; 
| ſelves, and that æ contempt for religion can Me a 
3 only from ignorance. All flows out Wh ver fer 
| Fm che Peity, and all muſt be abſorbed in him ſhe ob 
again. I am then a ray of light emitted from "gh « 
its principle, and I am to return to it? O 2% of 


Jon 2 
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roaſter, you put within me 2 new and inex-- 
tuftible ſource of pleafures; adverſities may 


'; the hereafter diſtreſs me, but they will never over- 
rmony belm me; all the misfortunes of life wilt ap- 
with- ear to me {as tranſtent dreams; alt human 
roma. N randeur vaniſhes; I ſee nothing great but to 
abatz; ¶ imitate the immortals, that I may enter again 


after death inte their ſociety. O my father, 
ell me by what way it is that heroes re · aſcend 


at the ſto the empyreum. How joyfuÞ am l, replied 
rang I Zoroaſter, to ſee you rebſh theſe rruths; you” 
been ill one day have need of them. "Princes are 


ad 4- {oftentimes ſurrounded by mpious and Profane 
good men, who reject every thing that would be # 
vhich Ireſtraint upon their paſſions; they will endea- 


your to make you doubt of eternal providence; 

from the miſeries and diforders which happerr 
here below; they know not that the whole 
earth is but a ſingle- wheel of the great ma- 
chine; their view is confined to a ſmall circle: 
of objects, and they ſee nothing beyond-it, yer 
they will diſpute and pronounce upon every 
thing; they judge of nature and of its author 
like a man born in a deep cavern, who las ne- 
er ſeen the beauties of the univerſe, nor even 
the objects that are about him, but by the faint- 
ght of a dim taper, © Yes, Cyrus, the harmo- 
ny of the uni ver ſe will be one day reſtored, and. 
yon are deſtined do that ſublime ſtate of im- 


" * 
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mortality z, but you cap riſe to it only by vi, 
tue; and the great rtue for a prince is ty 
wake other mes happy. 

. Thele diſcourſes. of Zoroaſtar made a lung 
impreſſion; on the mind of Cyrus ; he woull 
Have ſtaid much longer with. the Magi in ther 
ſolitude, if his duty had not called him backu 
his father's. eourt. Scarce: was he/returne 
thither, when every; body perceived a wonder 
ful change in his diſcourſe and behaviour, Hi 
eanyerſation, with che Architnagus had {life 
his riſing: prejudices againſt religion. Ie g- 
dually removed from about him all the you 
Satrapes ho were fond of the principles d 
impiety. Upon looking nearly into their ch 
raters, he diſcovered. not only that their heart 
were, corrupt, void of all noble and Ae 
ſentiments; and incapable of friendſhip; bu 
that. they were men of very ſuperſicial unde 
ſtandinga, full of levity, and little qualified ir 
buſineſs... He/ then applied himſelf chieffj u 
the ſtudy of the laws and of politics; the o 


| ther ſciences were but little cultivated in Per 


fa. A ſad: misfortune obliged! him at lengit 
to leave his country and trayel: Caſſandam 
died, tho' in the flower of her age, alter ſu 
had brought him zwo ſons and two daughten. 
None bat thoſe who have experienced ti 
force:of true lave; foundede upon virtue, cau i. 
f oy + 
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2gine the diſconſolate condition of Cyrus. In 
oling Caſſandana, he Toft all. Taſte, reaſon, 
dae and duty, had all united 0 augment 


— is paſſion for her: in loving her- had expe- 

in thee * all the charms of love, without know- | 
backu ng either its pains, or the diſguſts with which | 
turned r is often attended: he felt the greatneſs of | 
onde: is ois, and refuſed all eonſolatigh. It is not | 
ar, be ſudden revolutions in ſtates, nor the hea- | 
| Rides elt ſtrokes of adverſe fortune, which oppreſs | 


e minds of heroes; -noble and generous ſouls 
little moved by any misfortunes but what 
oncern the objects of their ſofter paſſions, 
yrus at firſt gave himſelf wholly up to get, 
ot to be alleviated by weeping or;complai | 
g; this ſilent ſorrow was at lengek fweceed- 135 
d by a torrent of tears. Mandana and Araf- 

5, who never left him; erideavoured to com- 
ort him no other way chan by weeping with 
him, Reaſoning and perſuaſion furniſh no cure 
or grief; nor can friendſhip yield relief in-af- 
lion but by ſharing it. After he had long 
ontinned in this dejection, he returned to ſee 
Zoroaſter, ho had formerly ſuffered a mis- 
ortune of che Tame kind. The couverſation 
f that great man contributed much to motlify 
he anguiſh of his mind; but ir was only by 
degrees that he rocorered himſelf, and not till 
he had travelled. me Jears. 
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HE, empire of the Medes was at this tin... ca 

in a profound peace. Cambyſes bein 
| Knlible of thedanger to which he muſt expo 
is ſon, ſhould he fend him again to the coun 
of Ecbatan, and thinking that Cyrus could na 
better employ the preſent ſeaſon of tranquill 6s, 
ty, than in travelling to learn the manner iſenda: 
Jaws and religions of other nations, he fen ie we 
for him / one day, and ſaid to him, You are upon 
ſtined by the great Oromazes to ſtreteh ju port o 
conqueſts over all Aſia; you-ought to put y0u- Then, 
delf. into a eondition to make thoſe nation f (/ 
Happy by your aviſdom, which you Thall fi- {the mi 
due by your yalour. I deſign therefore thi | 
1you {hall 4ravel into Egypt, which.is ther 


'« 
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her of the ſciences, paſs thence into Greece, 
there are many famous republics, go after- 
rards inte Crete to ſtudy the laws of Minos, 
nd return at daſt by Babylon, that ſo you may 
ring back into your own country all the kinds 
f knowledge neceſſary to poliſh the minds of 
your ſubjects, and te make you capable of ac- 
ompliſhing your high deſtiny. Your ſtay in 
is place ſerves only to nouriſh your grief; 
very ohject here quickens the melancholy re- 
nembrance of your loſs, Go, my ſon, go ſee 
and ſtudy human nature under all its different 
forms; this little corner of the earth, which 
we call our country, is too ſmall and imper- 
ft a picture to form thereby a true and r 
uate judgment of mankind. 


don left Perſia, accompanied by his friend A- 
s. Two faithful ſlaves were all his at- 
endants, for he deſired to travel unknown. 
le went down the river Agradatus, embarked 
pon the Perſian gulf, and ſoon arrived at the 
port of Gerra, upon the coaſt of Arabia Felix. 
hence he continued his way towards the city 
/ Macorabia. The ſerenity of the ſky, 
he mildneſs of the climate, the perfumes which 


(0) The recent Mes,» plac which hs ever e 
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Cyrus obeyed his father's orders, — very 
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embalmed the air, the variety; fruitfulneſ 
and ſmiling appearance of nature in every pa 
charmed all his. ſenſes. While Cyrus was uy 
weariedly admiring the beauties of the coun 
try, he faw a man walking with a grave ul 
Now pace, and who feemed buried in ſony 
profound: thought. He was already com 
near the prince, without having perceived 
him, Cyrus interrupted his meditation to al 
Him IR where he was to en 
mur. A er IO. 
Amenophis (for chat was bir nahe) ſalutel 
the travellers with great civility; and having 
Tepreſented to them, that the day was too fi 
ſpent to cod nuG their jorney, kofpitably in 
vited them to his rural Hadbitatron, He le 
"them through à by- way to 4Fitdle hill not far 
"off, where he Had formed wich! Nis on hand 
feveral ruſtic grottos. A fing, which ruf 
in the ſide of the hill, watered with its rea 
u lietle gurden at ſome diſtante ; and formed 
vivulet, whoſe fWeet murtiur was the oll 
aoiſe thit: was heard in this abode of peat 
und tranquilhity; | Amenophis ſet before li. 
ue ft ſome. dried-Fruits of. all ſorts, the cler 
water of the ſpring ter wing hem for drink, 


and he entertained, them with  agreeabl con 
tion during their ELD eee 
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id ſerene joy dwelt upon his eountenanceʒ 
M diſtourls was full of good ſenſe, and of no. 
ble ſentiments, and he had all the politeneſs of 
man educated at the courts of kings. Cy- 
s obſerving this, was curious to know the 
af his retirement; and in order to en- 
gage Amenophis to the. greater freedoms; he 
liſcovered. to him ho he Was, and the deſign: 
his travels: he then intimated/ to him his 
but with that modeſt raſpect whicir ona 
— for the ſecvet of. a ſtranger. A; 
is under ſtanding that his gueſt-was: the: 
— Perſia, immediate ly conceived hopes 
Ie improving this actlus intange to the ade 

tage of his maſter, Apries king — 2 
made no. delay therefore to ſatisfy the prince 8 
qriaſity, and endeavoured to move him by the 
hitoryrof his life anylomigperones, whichhe, 
related i n the following manner. ; (564740; 
Though the famihy from which I am a 
ſtended be one of the ancienteſt in Egypt, ne- 
rertheleſs,. by the... ſad. vieiſſitude of human 
things, gur branch of it fell; into great poverty. 


ESt, and cultivated his. little ; paternal, farm 
vith his OWN. hand; be bred me up to reliſh 
tag pleaſures in the ſimplicity of a country 


eee Rudy of wth, 


My father lived near Dioſpolis, a city of Upper. 
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dom, and to make agriculture, hunting and the 
liberal arts, my ſweeteſt gecupations. It was 
the cuſtom of king Apries, from time to time 
to make a p/ through the different pro- 
vinces of his kingdom. One day as he paſſed 
through a foreſt near the place where I lived, 
he perceived me- under the ſhade of a paln- 
tree, where I was reading the ſacred books of 
Hermes, I was/thew but fixteen years of age; 
my youth and ſomething in my air drew the 
king's attention; he came up to me, aſked me 

my namic, my condition, and what I was read- 
ing being pleaſed with-my anſwers, and har 
— father s conſent, he ordered me to be 
 GGnduited to his eourt, where he neglected no- 
ching in my education. Phe liking which 4 
pries had for me changed by degrees imo « 
confidence, whieh ſeemed to augment in pro- 
portion as daumen in yours; uud ry den 


not know that che gods have refuſed them uu 
ſweet conſslatun. 

Aſter having attended Nm in his wars 1 
gainſt the Sidonians and Cyprians, I became 
his only favourite; He communicated to me 
the moſt important reden of the fits, tuo 


* 
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noured me with the chief paſis about hie per- 
fo. 1 never loſt the remembþrance of that ob- 
ſcurity from whence the king had drawn me: 
1 did not forget that I had been poor, and J 
was afraid of being rich. Thus I preſerved. 

y integrity id the midſt of „and 1 
vent from time do time to hr father in 
1 1 vi- 
ſted with pleaſure the grove where Apries had 
fund me: Bleſt ſolitude, ſaid I within myſelf, 
here 1 firſt leaxngd the, maxims: of true wiſe 
dom! how nabappy ſhall 1 be, if 1 forget the 
innocence and ſimplicity of my firſt gears, when 
Teelt no miſtaken deſires, and Nas unggquain- 
tell with the Gb jects that excite them. I was 
alen tempted tn quit che cont, Jud Ray in 
this charming ſalitude; it 33 d guhtleſs 2 pre- 
ſentiment of what wes to happen me, far As 
pries ſoon after Suſpected wy fidelity. 
(% Amakis, ihe joxed me bis fande, en- 
deavoured to inſpire him with this diſtruſt; 
he was 2. man af men birth, hut great hrave- 
rr; he had all forts: of talents, hoth natural 
ad acquired, but. he hidden ſentiments of his 
heart were corrupt: When à man has wit an 
e 
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him to gain the fayour of princes. | Suſpici I en, 
was far from my heart; I had no giſtruſt « aft 
a man wh6n 1 had loaded with beneffts; ay cere 
the more eaſily to betray' me, he concealed I Prin. 
himſelf under the vail of a profound diſian : No n 
lation. Thetigh I could not relifh groſs ft 

tery; I was mot inſenſible to dekeate praiſe; 4 
maſis ſoon perteived my weakneſs, and artfyl 
ty made lis advantage of it; he affected a cu. 
dour, a"n6blnbfs of ſoul, and/aidifintereſt 
nefs Which charmed me; in a word, he'gain- 
ed my confidence to ſuch a degree, that he un 
tb me the fam chat I was to the king. I pre 
— Him to Apries, as à ma very capable d 
Hit; and it was not long before be 
tb ry 4 free acceſs to tlie prince, Nn 
Tue Hug had great but he would 
govettt by Kid arbitrary will i-ke had: already 
freed hintſtif from all ſubjecion to the laws, 
and hefrkened no longer to che council of the 
thirty Fadges. Fry love for truth would oo 
always" fer "the to follow! therrules of ſtrid 
pfiidenice, afld my attachment t6:the king Je 
me often to {peak to him in- t00. ſtrong terms, 
and With'tbol little management. I peroarcd 


by degrees his ooldaſi to mmer and [the ccf I bin 
dence he was beginn to have in Amals, ihe 4 
Far from being themed, If at 
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riſe of a man, whom I thought not only my 
friend, but zealous; for the public good, A- 
maſis often ſaid to me, with a ſeemingly fin- 
cere concern, I can taſte no pleaſure in x the, 
prince's favour ſince you are deprived of it, 
Xo matter, anſwered I, who does the good, 
provided 1t be done. 

About this time all the principal cities of 
Upper-Egypt addreſſed their complaints to me 
upon the extraordinary ſubſidies which the 
king exatted ; and I wrote circular letters to 
pacify the people. -Amaſis cauſed theſe letters 
to be intercepted, and counterfeiting exactly 
my hand- writing, ſent others in my name to 
the inhabitants of Dioſpolis, my native city, 
in which he told them, That if x could not 
gain the king by perſuaſion, I would put my- 
ſelf at their head, and oblige him to treat them 
vith more humanity, Theſe people were na- 
turally inclined. to rebellion ; and believing 
that I was the author of thoſe letters,. imagin- 
ed they were in a ſecret treaty with me. A- 
maſis carried on this correſpondence in my 
name for ſeveral months. At length, think- 
ing that he had ſufficient proofs, he went and 
threw himſelf at the prince's feet, laid open to 
him the pretended conſpiracy, dl 
due "yy letters... b | 


7 
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1 was initiediarely arreſted, and put into 4 
cloſe priſon; the day was fixed when 1 was to 
be executed in 4 public manner.  Amaſis came 
fo ſee me; at firſt he ſeemed doubtful and un- 
certain what he ſhould think, ſuſpended in hi 
Judgment by the Knowledge Ne = of my vi. 
tue, yet ſhaken by the evidence of the proofs, 
and much affected with my thisfortane, Al. 
ter having di diſcourſed with Kitt fbime time, he 
convinced of my innbtente, promiſed 

me to ſpeak to the prince, and to tiideavour th 
diſcover the authors of che treuchery. The 
more effeftually to accompliſh His black deſigns, 
he went to the king, and by faltitly endtavour- 


ing to engage him to pardon ine, made him Wi; nvin! 
believe that he a&ed more from gratitude ant age 
comp on for a man to whom he owed al, oye 
than from a conviction of my innetence. Thus cond 
he artfully confirmed him in the perſuaſion of = 
U 


my being criminal : and the King being natu- 
rally ſuſpicious, was inexorable. thre 

The report of my perßdioufnefs being ſpreal WII ing 
throughout all Egypt, the people of t the dif- uy! 
ſerent provinces flocked to sas, to ſee the tra · 500 

gical ſpectacle which was preparing; but when "gn 
he fatal day came, ſeveral of wy friends ap- © 
peared ar the Head of a numercus crowd, and BN d 
delivered me by force from the death which 1. 

6-1 
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ms ordained me; tlie king's troops made ſome 
reſiſtance at firſt, but the multitude increaſed, 
and declared for me. It was then in my pow- 
er to have cauſed the ſame revolution which 
Aamaſis has done ſince; nevertheleſs I made 
10 other uſe of this happy conjuncture, than 
to juſtify-inyſelf to Apries. I ſent one of my 
Af. dtliverers-to aſſure him, that his injuſtiee did 
ae, he at make me forget my duty; and that my 
miſed I only deſign was to convince him of my inno- 
our to Wl cence. He ordered me to come to him at his 
The WW palace; which 4 might ſafely do, the people 
ſigns, Wi being under arms, and ſurrounding it, I found 
vour- WI Amaſis with him: this perfidious man, conti- 
/Tving his diſſimulation, ran to meet me with 
eagerne(s, and preſenting me to the king: How 
joyful am 1, {aid he to him, tb ſee, that the 
conduct of Amenophis leaves uu no room to 
doubt of his fidelity ! 1 ſee very well, anſwer- 
ed Apries coldly, that he does not aſpire to the 
throne, and I forgive him his deſire of bound - 
ing my authority, in order to pleaſe his coun- 
uymen. I anſwered the king, that 1 was in⸗ 
nocent of the crime imputed to me, and was 
ignorant of the author of it. Amaſis then en- 
deavoured to make the ſuſpicion fall upon the 
"king's beſt friends, and moſt faithful ſervants. 
perceived that the prince's mind was not 
I 4 
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cured of his diſtruſt, and therefore to prevent 
any new accuſations, having firſt perſuaded the Wh 
people to diſperſe. themſelves, I retired fron With. mig! 
court, and returned to my former ſolitude jough! 
whither I carried, nothing back but my inn. ned 
cence and poverty. Apries ſent troops to D. rte kit 
oſpolis, to prevent an inſurrection there, and nd ma 
ordered that my conduct ſhould be: obſerved, t was t 
Doubtleſs he imagined, that I ſhould. never be Mir bre 
able to confine myſelf to a quiet and retired lit, Mi. conſe: 
after having been in the higheſt employment, heir h 
In the mean while Amaſis gained an abſolute NM. olt 
aſcendant over the king's mind; this favourite WW. lea 
-made him ſuſpe& and baniſh his. beſt friends, 
in order to remove from about the throne thoſe led 
who might hinder the uſurpation which hews Wihices h 
projecting. An occaſion very ſoon offered to Wh. mi 
put his wicked deſigns in execution. | ned. | 
() The Cyreneans, a colony of Greeks who tnt 1. 
were ſettled in Africa, having taken from the might 
Lybians a great part of their lands, the latter made 
ſubmitted themſelves to Apries. in order to ob- 
tain his protection. The king of Egypt ſent ut b 
a great army into Lybia, to make war againlt to im 
the Cyrenians. This army, in which were WK: 
many of thoſe malecontents whom Amaſis #3 lod 
2 to remove from court, being cut in Wh 
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ſeces, the Egyptians imagined that the ki 


{ ſent it thither only to be deſtroyed, that 

e might reign the more deſpotically. This 
hought provoked them, and a league was 
xmed in Lower - Egypt, which roſe up in arms. 
he king ſent Amaſis to them to quiet them, 
nd make them return to their duty; and then 
was that the deſigns of this perfidious mini- 
ter broke out. Inſtead: of pacifying them, he 
ncenſed them more and more, put himſelf at 
their head, and was proclaimed king. The in 
revolt became univerſal ; Apries was obliged 1 
to leave Sais, and make his eſcape into Upper 
Eoypt. He retired to Dioſpolis, where I pre- 

led upon the inhabitants to forget the inju- 
ſlices he had done them, and to ſuccour him in 

dis misfortunes. All the time that he conti - 
wed there, I had free acceſs · to his. perſon; 

nt I carefully avoided ſaying any thing which 

might recal to his mind che ce * bd 

made me undergo... 

Apries ſoon ſell into a 6 op melancholy ; 

lat havghty ſpirit, which had been ſo vain as 

o imagine it was not in the power of the gods 
themſelves to dethrone him, could not ſupport 
adverſity ;* that prince, ſo renowned for his 
ravery, had not true fortitude of ſoul; he 

ad a thouſand and a thouſand times deſpiſed. 
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Aach. but he could not contemn fortune. 
endeavoured to calm and ſupport his mind, and 
to remove from it thoſe melancholy ideas whic 
overwhelmed him, I frequently read to hin 
the books of Hermes; he was particularly ftruck 
with that famons paſſage : * When the grex 
Oſiris loves princes, he pours into the cup of 
fate a mixture of good and ill, that they may 
* not forget that they are men. Theſe re- 
flexions alleviated by degrees his vexatiom; 
and I felt an unſpeakable pleaſure in ſeeing 
that he began to reliſſi virtue, and that it gan 
Him inward peace in the midſt of his misfor- 
Tunes, - He then applied himſelf with vigour 
and courage, to get out of the unhappy ſitu 
tion into which he was fallen. He got top. 
ther all his faithful ſubjects who had followed 
Him in his exile 3 and theſe, being joined by 
the inhabitants of the country whom I engag 
ed in his ſervice, formed an army of fiftee 
thouſand men. We marched againſt the u. 
ſurper, and gave him battle near Memphis; 
but being overpowered by the enemy's num: 
bers, we were entirely defeated. Apries & 
ſcaped to the mountains of Upper - Egypt, vid 
the remains of lis ſhattered troops; but ai 
me, I was taken with a crowd of other priſe 
ers, and without being known,: confined in 
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heh tower at Memphis. When Amaſis had 
pit garriſons in all the cities of Upper-Egypt, 
26d had given directions to guard the paſſes 
e mountains, in order to ſhut up Apries 
and deſtroy hin by famine, he returned | 
— to Sas. 

The uſurper, by the favour and protection 
Nabuchodonoſor king of Babylon, was ſoon 
ſer olemnly crowned, but on condition that 
up ſhould be tributary to that conqueror, 
Karce. were the people quieted, when they 
ive way to that inconſtancy which is natural 
1 began to deſpiſe the 
nnen. and to murmur 
beainſt him : but this able politician ſucceſs» 
Aly made alt of his addreſs to pacify them 
and prevent a revolt. The kings of Egypt 
were wont to invite their courtiers to ſolemn 
feats, and on theſe occaſions the gueſts waſh- 
& their hands with the king in a golden ciſtern 
kept always for that uſe; Amaſis eauſed this 
tiſttra to be made iirto a ſtatue of Serapis, and 
expoſed it to be worſhipped; he was overjoy- 
ed to ſee with what eagerneſs the people ran 
from all parts to pay their homage to it, and 
bang aſſembled the Egyptians, hirangued 
them in the following manner: Hearken to 
tryna this ſtatue which * now 
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worſhip ſerved you heretofore; for the meal 
uſes; thus it is that all depends upon your 
choice and opinion; all authority reſides origi 
nally in the people; you are the abſolute arhi. 
ters of religion and of royalty, and create both 
your gods and your kings: I ſet you free from 
the idle fears both of the one and of the other, 
by letting you know your juſt rights; all men 
are born equal, it is your will alone which 
makes a diſtinction; when you are pleaſed ty 
raiſe any one to the higheſt rank, he ought nut 
to continue in it but becauſe it is your plez- 
fure, and ſo long only as you think fit: I hold 
my authority from you alone; you may take 
it back and give it to another who will make 
you more Happy than I; ſhew me that man, 
and l ſhall immediately deſcend from the throne, 
| and with pleaſure mix among the multitude, 
'Amaſis; by this impious harangue, which 
flattered the people, ſolidly. eſtabliſhed his om 
authority; they conjured him to remain upon 
the throne, and he ſeemed: to conſent to it a 
doing them a favonr : he is adored by the E- 
gyptians, whom he governs with mildneſs and 
moderation; good policy requires it, and hi 
ambition is ſatisfied. He lives at Sais in 2 
8 which dazzles thoſe who approach 
him ; nothing ſeems wanting to his happineſs: 
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batt am aſſured, chat inwardly he is far dif- 
ſrent from what he appears outwardly; he 
thinks that every man about him is like him- 
et, and would betray him as he betrayed his 
maſter: theſe! continual diſtruſts hinder him 
om enjoying the fruit of his crime, and it is 
this that the gods puniſh him for his uſurpa- 
ton: cruel remorſes rend his heart, and dark 
ploomy- cares hang upon his brow; the anger 
of che great Oſiris purſues him every where; 
the ſplendor of royalty cannet make him hap- 
p7, becauſe he never taſtes either peace of mind, 
or that generous confidence in the friendſhip 
of men, which is the ſweeteſt charm af life. 

* Amenophis was going on with his ſtory, | 
when Cyrus interrupted it, to aſk! him how A- 
maſis could get ſuch an aſcendant over the mind 
of Apries? the ing, replied Amenophis, want- 
ed neither talents nor virtues; but he did not 
lore to be contradicted; even when he order 
ed his mitiſters to tell him the truth; he never 


e E. Agave thoſe who obeyed him; he loved flat- 

and BN ry, while he affected to hate it: Amaſis per- 
d hs BY ctived-this weakneſs, and managed it. with art. 
When Apries made any difficulty of giving in- 
oach I to the deſpotic maxims which that perfidious 
ves: miniſter would have inſpired him with, he in- 


Cnuated to the king that che multitudle, heing 


312 The TxAvELls Bock if 
incapable of reaſoning, ought to be govery plow th 
by abſolute authority; and that princes, bal to 
the vice-gerents of the gods, may ac like u ben. 
without giving a reaſdn of their conduct: ab . 
ſeaſoned his , counſels with ſo many ſcent” f 
prinGples of virtue, and ſuch delicate praik 

that the prince being ſeduced, made him PT | 
Hated by his fubjeds, without perceiving i, M ** 
- Here Cyrus, touched with this melanchꝗ 
accouat.of an mnfortuaate king, could not { 
more to be pitied than blamed; how ſoul 
Princes he able to diſcover treachery, when 

is concealed with ſo much art? the happin 
af the people, anſwered Amenophis, makes 
Happineſs of the prince; their true interdl 
en to ſeparate them. Whoſoever attempts 
Moreover, kings ought abways to be appt 
Kenſive-of a man who never contradicts the 
and who tells-them only ſuch truths as ar 
grecable. There needs no facther..proof t 
the-corryption of 2 miniſter, than to ſee lis 
prefer his maſter's favour:to his glory. Inflod, 
= prince ſhould know-how to make advantap 
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geren bor their counſels blindly ; he may lend him- 
es, ben to men, but not yield himſelf abſolutely 
ue: * dn r, cried out Cyrus, is the 
* ,, of kings! you ſay they muſt only 
_ nc Aab to men, they muſt not give 
dim enſelves up without reſerve to them; they 
. il never then be acquainted. with. the charms 
rer how _ 
atit Mich the greateſt aß al felicitics? When 
re replied, Amenophis, whom nature hag 
adowed with amiable qualities, does not for: 
n be may find friends ho 
il not forget that he is 4 king: but even 
en, he ought never to be influenced by perr 
mal inclination in of ſtate. AS a pri- 
te man, be may £: the ꝑleaſures of a ten- 
— but as a prince; he mult reſem 
the ummortals who: have no; pation. 
afrer theſe reflexions, Amenophis, at the 
queſt of Cyrus, continued his Rory in the 
loving manner, 1 vas forgotten tor ſoms 
ET n ev My confines 
it was ſo cloſe, that 4 had neither the cany 
lation nor the ſight of any perſon; being 
ad in ſolitude, and without the leaſt com- 
1 ſuffered the couch tarments of viglome 
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Jonelineſs, Man finds nothing within himk 
but a frightful void, which renders him ut 
ly diſconſolate; his happineſs proceeds oh 
from thoſe amuſements which hinder him fin 
feeling his natural inſufficiency. I“ arden 
deſired death, but I reſpected the gods, at 
durſt not procure it myſelf; becauſe i waspe 
ſuaded, that thoſe who yore! me 2 N | 
Tl right to take it away. 
One day, when Se bbbre d ed wie 
moſſ melancholy reflekions, 1 heard of fi 
den a noiſe, as if ſomebody was breaking a vj 
thrbagh che wall of my priſon. Itahvas i ma 
who endedvoured to make bis eſtapè; Audi 
afew days he had made the hole wide «rior 
to get into r chamber. This priſoner, the 
a ftranger, fpoke che Egyptian tongue perſel 
well; he informed me, that he was, of Tyrs 
his name Aroba}/thathe had ſerved in April 
army, and had been taken priſoner at the fun 
time with me. I never ſaw' a' man of more 
eafy,” witty, and agreeable .conyerſation; be 
Elivered himfelf | with ſpirit, delicacy, ad 
gracefulneſs. When” he repeated the ſane 
things, there wab always ſomething· new ui 
charming in the manner. We related to ad 

other our adventures and misfortunes. Tit 
pleaſures which I found in the converſatiud 
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i ranger made me forget the loſs of liber- 
V and 1 ſoon bontracted an intimate friend- 
eds n with dim, At length we were bork brought 
bim fen aerger, but it was only to undergo new 
AY lings; for we-were both coden d to the 
$i And nm we had ne longer atry hopes 
(feedom bot in denth. Friendfhip however 
4 dur tiſeries, and we preſerved cou- 
eo create ourſelves amuſements, 
en in the mdſt of misfortaaes, by n 
PA — WR, - 
The (a) mines are of a prodigious an 
dennen, and are inhabited by à kind of ſub- 
15 republie, whoſe members never ſee 
b. day. They hats neverthelefg chair polity; 
8 ey „families honſes and highs 
„ horſes ts afill dne in chats labour, and 
ſe to feed them. There one may behold 
mmer arches, fapported by rocks of ſalt 
ſewn into the ſhape of pillars; Thie ſalts are 
white, blue, green; red, and-of #1! colours, ſo 
thir un infinite avtaber: of lala hanging a- 
Fünſt theſe huge piflarv, form 4 luſtre which 
Arles the eyes, lite that of diamonds; rubies, 
_— — and all rr ſtones. 
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What ſeeras incredible; 
aTiyulet of 

= tre io 
Arributed into canals, epleades, boſons aa 
a ſhines, and to be n uſe of 
works which are here carried on. hy 
_ re bard andipnindul þ lier 
_ no Mn maſters of the faves, I hal 
= /books of Hermes, knew his whole 
"eſis about the myſteries of nature, and hal 
1 the-occult. ſciences. We p- 
1 ſtudy thoſe wonders by er- 
e ſcend from known effeds u 
2 „ more hid, and to re · aſcen 
g thence to firſt. cuuſes. When we had cy 
2 * and decompouadled by 
kigds.that are found in thoſe ſubter 
* we at laſt diſcovered that in 
= 2 there were but two pri 
ples, the one active, the other paſſiye; ne- 
dick hare and an original virgin earth 
is hard, ſolid, andthe Dance. of al 


| Before ; Typhon brake the egg Lor he work 
thereal matter — phe the = 
penetrated all the parts of tit 

4 . 
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in earth'; by compreſſing ſome of them it 
xe compactneſs to ſolids, and by making o- 
hers of them float produced Hliquids; the ſor - 
ner were the canals through which the latter - 
bed, i in order to an unlverſal and regular 
reulation in all the parts of the univerſe; the, 
aters incloſed in the center of the earth not 
uly perſpired through its pores, and ſupplied 
maiſture which ĩs neceſſary to vegetation, 
ut ſprang out in fountains, whoſe united 
beams flowed in rivers great and ſmall do 
autify the face of nature. The inward con- 
litution of bodies was then viſible, -becauſe e- 


aſcend Writ! wein or'reflecting the rays of light, 
produced the agreeable variety of colours, and 

de . wn nothing dark or dazzling, © + 

After the fall-of ſpirits and the revolt of Ty- 


hat upon, this beautiful order was deſtroyed. The 
Prin .de principle which bound together all the 
ne- 


ed the fate of the entth; the common. maſs 
vas totally diſſolved; it was all a dark chaos 


parr it, yet without reſtoring it to its fiolt per- 
**ftion, She laid the plan 1 ve · 
a XK 2 


ery thing was luminous or tranſparent ; «the , 


parts of our globe, withdrawing itſelf, the wa- 
ters burſt forth from-theit abyſs, and overflow- | 


and an univerſal tet: The goddeſs Iſis, , 
holding the ruin of her work, reſolved to re- 
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ry different indeed from the former, but ſuc 
a one us was proper to be the habitation of de 

ſpirits. She ſpake, nature obeyed he 
voice, and the ſhapeleſs chaos took a form, yt 
ſo; as that art and ſeeming chance, light and 
darkneſs,” order and confuſion were fafngled 
throughout. The earth was now opaque, ug- 
ly and irregular, like che intelligenoes that in- 
habit it. Diamonds, rubies, emeralds and the 
other precious ſtones, are but the ruins of the 
primitive earth which was all compoſed of fuck 
materials. Some ſay that the chaos happetied 
a-long time before the deluge, that the fir 
enſued upon the fall of the Genii, and that the 
other was the puniſhment of the crimes of men; 
be that as it will, we have every where con- 
vincing proofs of the univerſal diffolving (a) 
the common maſs, We find in the inmoſt boy- 
els of the earth, in mines and upon the highef 
mountains, fiſhes, birds, and all ſorts of am- 
mals which floated in the water, ny Wow 
trified ſince that inundation,” 


(6) Ae preſent all che flick and ſolids refit 


(a) Dr. Woodward's gen is very antient, and is ts 


be found among he rn 
toricia, p. 7. 


0% * Baht. 


— 


* 


Ty 


Wok III. ef CYRUS. 219 
om the irregular combination of the active and 
nie principle, and it is the philoſopher'spros./. 
vince to diſcover the general laws of combina· 
ton; One may conſider. the particles of the pure 
dementary fire as inv:ſible points, and thoſe 
of the earth as lines, as ſurfaces, or as groſſer 
corpuſcles ; when the therial matter Ricks to 
{hoſe- terreſtrial particles that are long and 
pointed; it produces fpears, darts, and winged 
arrows, which are the principles of ſalts ; when 
it brings together, unites and compreſſes ſeve- 
ral ſurfaces, and penetrates them without be- 
ing abſurbed in them, it engenders the prin- 
ciples of cryſtals; when it is impriſoned in the 
cavities of opapue corpuſcles, it forms ſpunges 
of fire, or the principles of ſulphurs; and henee 
reſult the firſt elements of all ſolids: when the 
terreſtrial particles float in the etherial matter, 
and wear themſelves round by rubbing againſt 
one another, theſe inviſible ſpheres betame the 
principles of all fluids; little balls of 
when they are opaque, and heavy drops of wa- 
ter when. they are tranſparent and light, bub- 
'bles of air when they are endued with elaſtici- 
ty by the incefſant egreſs and regreſs of the e- 
therial matter through theis pores. - 

From the combination of theſe three ſolids, 
and thre fluids, . which are not dees 

| „ 
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| Gimple' but compounded, all: other bodies ar 
- engendered... Fhe mixture of ſulphur wit 
mercury makes the baſis of metals, which ar 
more or leſs pure, as tiere are more or leſs of 
the terreſtrial particles in their compoſition 
Precious ſtones are formed by the incorporat. 
ing of metals with eryſtal, gold makes rubies 
mercury diamonds; copper emeralds. The groß 
ſer and more irregular particles of earth. whe 
cemented by water, conſtitute the opaque and 
common: ſtones. Laſtly, ſulphurs, ſalts, mer- 
cury and earth hlended together in one com- 
moi maſs; without rule or proportion, produce 
minerals, half metals, and / all kinds. of foflils; 
while the more ſubtle and volatile parts being 
dilated with water RT . ee 
and vupours of all ſorts 
Wie frequently amuſed e ik im> 
tating theſe operations of nature, diſſolving ſo 
lids, fixing liquids, and then reducing them to 
rhei ſirſt forms; withimixingſulphurs, ſalts and 
minerals together, in order to make them fer- 
ment and thereby engender exhalations, clouds, 
- winds, thunder, and all ſorts of meteors; with 
making tranſparent bodies opaque, and opaque 
bodies tranſparent; with {ſuddenly clianging 
colours into their oppoſites by barely, mixing 
. vith them certain fluids that. have-no'calow 


Bok IIR of: CYRUS;' t2r 
Zing thus entertained with the ſports of na+ 
re and art. wg were beginning to make our- 
elres tolerably eaſy under our misfortunes, 
when Heaven: neſtored us to liberty; by . 
qqually. terrible and unexpected. 

- The ſubterrane ous fires been nap 
der priſons wich a violence that ſeems to ſhake 
nature. even ta its foundations; like the thun- 
der which burſts. the clouds, vomiting: out 
fames' and filling the. air with its i 
We frequently felt thoſe terrible convulſions, 
one day the ſhocks-redoubled, the earth ſeem : 
ed to groan, and we. expected. nothing but 
death, when the impetuous fires opened a paſ- 
lige into: a ſpacious cavern, and that which 
kemed: to · threaten us with. a. loſs of. life pro+ 
cured us liberty... We. walked: a. long time by 
the light of our lamps before. we ſaw the day ; 
but at length the ſubterraneous paſſage ended 
at an old temple, which we knew by the bas · 
telieſs upon the altar, to. have been.conſecrat- 
d to Oſiris... We proſtrated warden nud. A» 
nitims to ar or: any; thing — to 
make, libations, but inſtead of. all ſacrifice, we 
made a ſolemn vow, for.ever to loye virtue. 

This temple was ſituated near the Arabian 
pull... Ye ee . 4 
K. 4 
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bound for Muza, landed chere, croſſed a great 
part of Arabia Felix, and at length arrived b 
this ſolitude. The Gods frem to have coneeat: Will weak is 
ed the moſt beautiſul places of the earth, from 
thoſe who know not how 30 prize a life of 
peace and tranquillity. We found men in theſe 
woods and foreſts of ſweet and humane diſpo- 
ſitious, full of truth and juſtice; We ſoon made 
ourſelves ſamous among them; Arobal taught 
them how to draw the bow, and throw the jay. 
lin to deſtroy wild beaſts which ravaged their 
flocks g l inſtructed them in the laws of Her: 


mes, and eured their- diſeaſes by the help of Bll 54 ſee 
ſimples. They looked upon us as divine men; Wl - 1 ft. 
and we every day admired che mqtions of beau · I tarth 
tiful nature, which we obſervedin them; their | 


vnaffected joy, their ingenvous ſimplicity, and fright 
their affectionate gratitude. - We then ſaw the g 
that great citics and magnificent courts have Bl with 
only ſerved too much to corrupt the manners tits e 
and ſentiments of mankind; and that by-unit- tove | 
ing «multitude of men in the fame. place, they WI 1 kne 
oſtem do but unite and multiply their paſions: Wl how: 
dene 
with 
phis 
Prin 
and 


We thanked the gods for our being undeceir- 
ed with regard to thoſe falſe pleaſures,” and & 
ven. ſalſe virtues boch poktzeal and military, 
which felf. love has introduced into numerous 
a locieties; and which only ſerve to delude min, 
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to wake chem ſaves ta their ambition. But 
| 1 how inconſtant are human things! how 
wat is the mind of man? Arobal, that virtu- 
60 Afectionate; and generous friend, who 
had ſypporte@ impriſonment” with ſo much 
courage, and flavory with ſo much reſolution, 
eculd not content himſelf with a ſimple and u- 
vſords life, ' Havitig a genius for war; Be ſgh- 
d after great exploits,” and being more-a wn 
bſopher in ſpeculation than in reality, eonfeſ- 
ſed to me, that he could no longer bear thie 
ralm of retirement ; he left me, and I have ne- 
ret ſten him(fince OO on 
lſtem to myTelf being left alone upon the 
earth; Apries perſecuted me, Amafis betrayed 
me, Arobal forſukes me; I find every where a 
rightful void. f "experience that friendſhip, 
the greateſt öf all felicities, is kurd to be met 
wich; paſſions," frailties, a thouſand contrarie- 
tis dither cool it or diſturb its harmony. Men 
ore themſelves too much to love a friend well; 
1 know them now, and I cannot eſteem them; 
however ! de not hate men; I Rave a ſincere 
benevolence for them, and would do them good 
without hope of recompence. 'Whitft Ameno- 
Phis was ſpeaking. one might ſee upon the 
Prince's countenance the different ſentiments 
ad paffions, which theſe warde eve woukl 


— 
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naturally raiſe in a generous, mind. Thel 
gyptian having finiſhed the relation of his m 
fortunes, Cyrus aſked him, whether he k 
what was become of Apries. — 
ſwered, I am,informed that the king is ye 
live, and that after having wandered 2 lay 
time in. the mountains, he has at. length gy 
together an army of Carians.and Ionians, wh 
during ene F 
in Upper-Egypt, and has e 
af the city of. Dioſpolis. Nn 
cyrus then ſaid to the FE 1 adi 
the conſtancy and courage with which yoy 
-kave ſuſtained the ſhocks of fortune, but I car- 
not approve of your remaining. in this inadicn: 
It is not lawful to enjoy repeſe ſo· long as we 
are in a condition todlabour for the good of our 
oountry; mam is not born for himſelf alone, 
but for ſociety; Egypt haz till need of your 
aſſiſtance, and-the gods preſent: you a new op- 
portunity oß being · uſeful to. her; why do yor 
continue a moment in this ſolitude ? An ord» 
nary virtue is ;diſheartened by. ill ſucceſs and 
adverſe fortune, but heroic virtue is never dif 
.couraged : let us fly to the aſſiſtance of Apries, 
and. deliver him from the oppreſſion of an u. 
ſurper. Amenophis, to increaſe the ardour of 
Cyrus, ſeemed very unwilling at firkt to return 
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Egypt, and ſuffered himſelf to- be long in- 
mat: ane * ed to dhe prigce's folici- 


— * he left Arabia, diſpatched 
uriers to Nabuchodonoſor king of Babylon, 
to ſolicit. his uncle in {favour of Apries 
jen having:cancerted. with. Amenophis all the 
eceſſary meaſures to. make their deſigns ſuc- 
ted, they, ſet out together, croſſed the, counr 
of the Sabeans with great expedition, ſoon 
] - upom the ſhore of the Arabian gulf, 
T —— for Egypt. Cyrus. was ſurpriſ- 
6 Fx here a new kind of beauty which he 
| not ſeen in Arabia: there, all was the ef- 
eden bt hers, ora ching was 
improved by art. 7 

It ſeldom rains. 1 but che Nile, * | 
is regular overflowings, ſupplies it with the 
ins and melted ſnows of other countries. 
This riyer, hy the means of an infinite num- 
ber of canals, made a communication between 
the cities, joined the Great Sea with the Red 
dea, and thus promoted both foreign and do- 
meltic commerce, The cities of Egypt were 
numerous, large, well peopled, full of magni- 
bent, temples, aud. ſtately palaces: they roſs 
urn. BY lite iſlands in che midſt of the waters, and o- 
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ver laoked the plains, which appeared all fry 
Sal; gay and ſavliog ; there one might ft 
hamlets neat and commodious, villages ſwe 
ly ſituated, pyramids that ſerved for the { 
pulchres of great men, and obeliſks whi 
contained the kiſtory of their erploits. ay 
culture, the mechanic arts and commerce 
Which are the three ſupports e a ſtate, flo. 
riſhed every where; and protlaimed à laber 
ous and rich people; as well us u prudent, fe 
&y; and mild government,” UILED ED 9 
a The privde of Parks could take but 1 | 
view of theft things in the hafte he wa 
in to get to Dioſpolls, where he joined the v. 
my of Apries. The king; teurhed with ü 
generoſity of Cyrus, embraced him affefion 
ately, and then ſaid to him, looking at f 
| Fame time upon Amenophis; Ptince, let f 
- example teach you'to know men, and to lc 
thoſe who have the honeſty and courage to tel 
you truth when it is diſagreeable.. The pre- 
Fence of the young hero revived the hopes c 
Apries, and that of Amenephis contributed 
much to augment his army; it ſoon increaſed 
o the number of thirty thouſtind' meg, Tbe 
two princes, actompanied by Amenophis and 
Araſpes, leſt Dioſpolis, marched" againſt the 


u of G YR 
, and came in ſicht of his army, which, 
Ante encamped near —— 55 ul 


& with the country ; 4 he ſeized all 4 
ngeous poſts, and pitched, his camp overt ar 
piaſt that of Amaaſis, The uſurper, not ima · 
zining that the king of Egypt could have got, 
wether ſuch a numerous body of troops in ſo 
ſhort a time, had marched from Sais with on- 
h twenty thouſand men. When Apries had 
perſon taken à view of the enemy, and had, 
diſcovered. that they were much inferior in 
umber, he reſqlved to attack them in their 
emp. The next day Cyrus and Araſpes, at, 
the head af ten thouſand Carians, forced the, 
adranced guards of Amaſis, and approached. 
hs lines, and being ſoon after, joined by Apries 
ad Amenophis, broke through the intrench- 
ments, and vigorouſly attacked the Egyptians z. 
the engagement was bloody, and the victory. 
fora-long time doubtful, Cyrus impatient. to 
fuiſh the battle by ſowe remarkable exp 9 8 
put himſelf at che head of a 22 

aralry, ſought every where for Amaſis, and, 
fouad him, The uſurper being a brave gene- 


im mk to rank, encouragipg fe, and ia. 


ee eee e flying” 
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dering others from running uway. Cyr 
lanced his javelin at him, crying out, Tyra 
it is time to] an end to thy erimes und th 
ufurpation. The javelin pierced the cui 
of Amaſis, and entered bis body; a Ir 
blood fiowedt fromhis wound; furious as a wil 
boar pierced” by the thunter's thear, he ca 
up to Cyrus with his drawn ſabre; and raiſing 
Ris arm, Raſh” youth, he cried, receive the n 
ward of thy audacioufneſs: the prince of het. 
fia avoidell'the blow, but when he would hare 
taken his revenge, he found himſelf furround- 
ed by a troop of young E ians, who came 
to the relief of Amaſis. Then Cyrus, like 2 
young lion Juſt robbed of his prey, made him- 
ff 4 paſſage throngh the enemy; every bloy 
he gave was mortal; he defended himſelf x 
long time, but ir aſt ready to be over 
powered, when Amenopłis came to his fucconr, 
aud chen che barkſe Was renewed. Amafz a 
notwithſtanding tis wound, did not quit the yas th 
fleld, but raiſed the drooping' courage of his of fs 
men, and made Cyrus admire both his bravery patche 

conten 

and re 

td Salt 

tive K 

be 


and conduct. Night at 'length put an end w 
the action; ; Aptics remained maſter of the field, 
= Amafis retired in good order with his troops, 
repaſſed the Nile, and gained the neighbouring 
*mviintdins; the- paſſes into theſe mountains 
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e narrow and difficult, and he reſolved 
refore to continue in this ſecure poſt till he 
— NOT . 2 bein- 


ed his arm. 

de took adpimnige N TONE, 

n to make himſelf maſter 'of Memphis, 

ich he carried by aſſault in 4 few. days. 
— we waiting till he was 

Aly cured; got together with ineredible 

lition an army of fifty thouſand men, and 
me a ſecond battle. As Apries's troops were 
ready much weakened, the uſurper overpow- 

0 numbers, and took the king of 

t priſoner. Cyrus, Araſpes and Ameno- 

i facing to bedurreciaded;) retired with the 

ad of the Carian and lonian' troops to the 

| do heme rs thoſe who did not follow 

1 were-either put to the ſword, or made 
ior of. 

Amaſis, onderfinadiog wie Wa young: hers 
yas that had wounded him, was apprehenſive 
of bis credit at the court. of Babylon, and diſ- 
patched couriers chither; till their return he 
aantented himſelf with blocking up the city, 
ud retired-with the greateſt part of his army 
w dais, whither he likewiſe conducted the cap- 
tive king. Amaſis paid him great honours for 
bas days, and in order to ſound the inclina- 


— — — — — — 
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tion & the people,, propoſed to them the 
placitig him en the thronez but at the (ar 
time ſeeretly armed a deſig bf taking aw 
kis life. The Egyptians — apes 
have the, prince. put te death. Achaſis yi 


him to their pleaſure, he was ragied © in! 


own palace, and the unfortunate am— 
the royal family were maſſacred the ſairie day 
Cyrus heard with grief the melhncholy news 
of the. fate of Apries, and underſtood at the 
ame time, hy the return. of his couriers, 
diſpoſitions. G Mabochodendſor. This 
— —— cet 
his fate, but commanded Amaſis to obey the 
orders of the prince of Perſta. Cyrus ſigbet 
within hjofeif and could not forbeat ſaying, 
1 fear that the gods wilt one day fevetely pu- 
niſh Nabuchadonoſor far his infatiable:thirk o 
dominion, and above all, en * bin 
his protection of Amafis. 

e the eee ee che king 
of Babylon's plane, he ordered his troops to 
retire. from before Memphis, and ſet out per- 


(on from sais to wait upon th prince of Perſia, 


He adyanced towards Memphis with all bi 
court, but Cyrus refuſed to ſte him, and only 


rote, him this letter: The faults of Apris 


are, Pugilhed, by the crime df Amaſis; #8 
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this that the jut gods ſport with mortals, 
1 ſeem to leuve crowns to the diſpofal of 
duace , thy day Wil come; in the mean time 
Ind amenbpnts ts deckate to her my will 
nd pleaſure. Hadſe chou any feeling 6f vir 
tte; the fight of m ahne world Wer wwe In 
— deprouches that f difdain to make 
1 zicht * 123 $60] 200677 

Malans, ſollowe by ſome Carlans, 4. 4 
led to meet Athaſis; attd found Him not ma⸗ 
if furl6ogs from Memphis: "He Was Thirotnd- 
by all the chief men of Egypt: it Was an 
nt of old edarticrs, who fad betrayed 
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Iyrits through Am inibiti6n, and of you Ng men 
erruþted by pleaſures, Amenophis 3 ap bach. 
Aaſls with a Ms Eo Wb (Fe 
ir; ind delivered him 
firper read it, 
_= i 
ries confound 


wr yet — daritg 
lin} wm and remo! I 


It 
Vor. I. 
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utterance failed him; it is thus that vice, er 
when triumphant, cannot pen the pe 
of virtue, though in adverſity ande 
Amenophis, perceived his canſuſion and per 
plexity. and onlꝝ ſaid to;him; it is che will d 
Cyrus chat all the priſanens of war be ſet u 
liberty, and be ſuffered, , together with f 
troops that are in Memphis, to return to they 
former. abitations in Upper: Egypt, and to live 
there vi aont moleſtation. O, Amaſis, I hare 
nothing to demand of thee for myſelE, the pr 
ſept diſpoſitions of, thy ſoul ill not ſuffer me 
to put thee in wind of my farmer adele and 
thy te W — one — ſee th 


28 ima 0 „ 
vas! X ſs, 1128 eG 15 the 
225 th Bed e wk 77 
MARY 7 Fs the h hiſtory, poliey and lays; of. belt! 
ancient Egyp t; he Fr fone, tire at Mew. of 
phis, and 6 eve vith the ieh oceu 


of ih 80, iu pre his 62g 4: 
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ce, evei ralpes; He found that the Egyptians had com- 
preſence wied their. hiſtory ef an almoſt, unbounded 
iſgrac{Wſixcelſon of ages; bat that the, fitions with 
nd per wach they had filled their annals about the 
vil d vgn of Ammon, Oſiris, 16s and, Orys, were 
e ſet u ay allegories to expreſs the firſt tate of ſouls 
ith de bers the great change which happened upon 
to thei thereyolt of Typhen they believed, that af- 
L to ne er the origin of. their country Was 
LkaeMWial disfigured, pt the ſooneſt el 
„Their ng was named Meues; and 
— 81955 ee 
| and el which reaches to the.tinie of 


the Shepherd ki takes in eight hundred 
rears; the ſecend, from the Shepherd-kings 
p 1 1 five buy e | 


Sammies, * 

During the "TY 47 ed in- 
to ſeveral dynaſtjes or governments, e 
each its king, She. had then no foreign com 
merce, but confined herſelf to.agriculture, a fad 

: paltoral life z ſhepherds were heroes, and 
ings philoſaphers.” in thoſe days lived the 


brit Hermes, w ba generated into all the ſecrets 
of nature and of vinity ; it was Fae 
occult ſciences, The Greeks; ſay the Egypti-. 


us, imagine that the CE EEE th | 
—* * 1727 e 45 
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4 r 1 2 bit they think 0; oh hoy 
Ives are away dan UH) Fey ha 
— bright world, its 4. 
ty, 10d the revolutions whith hive 


ror rg 
g r Wer, 


Nen eh ef T »,2o24to12l, 71000 
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(The feepnd. age was that of the Shepherd; 
lun Fo. game from Arabia; 1 05 i 


. wo ning 
wel. — x! be 
ede, War. add 
but which, — wk hoſe 
wig, can content themſelves with ſimple na- 
n It ras chen that idolagry « me into E- 


vn: ſculpture, painting and po, 
ul pare ideas, aud transformed them into ſen- 


N | 
=, ;could nor 
hoport the yoke, of foreigners, left their coun- 
rand. ſeed. themes in den n 
dens in other natians.;. the Belus of the Be- 
wilevians; the! Geerops of the, Athenians, and 
——————— ha 

the nations univerſe. owe: 
n Ja ws 
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manner ſpoke the prieſts" to Cyrus, In this 
age lived the fecond Hermes, called Triſme- 
giſtus; he was the reſtorer of the ancient rel. 
gion ; he collected the laws and feiencts of the 
| firſt Mercury in forty- two volumes, which were 
ealled Tux Txzasurz of Rudis ror 
rut So, becouſe they cure the mind ef its 
ignorance, ! the ſource of all evils, | 
The third: age was that of conqueſts and li- 

xury. Arts were perfe&ted more and more: 

cities,  edifices, and pyramids mnſtiptied, The 
father of Seſoſtris cauſed all the children, who 
were born the ſame day with his ſon, to be 
brought to court, and educated with the faint! 
care as. the young prince. Upon the death of 
the king, Seſoſtris levied a formidable #ray, 
and appointed the young men 'who'had been 
educated with him, to be'the officers to com- 
mand it; there were near two thouſand of 
"them, who were able to inſpire all the troops 
Vith e courage, military virtnes, and attachment 
to che prince, whom the cotmfdeted both zs 
"their maſter and their brother. He formed 
deſigu of conquering the whoſe world, and pe- 
titrated into the Indies Farther” than either 
Bacchus or Hercules; the Scythians ſubmitted 
[x6 his empire; Thrace and Aft Midloy are ful 
- 6f che nioutuments of his victories; upon tho 


3 
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nonuments are to be ſeen the proud inſcripti- 
cns of Sefoftris king of kings, and lord of lords. 
Having extended his conqueſts from the Gan- 
kes to the Danube, and from the rivet Fanais 
to the extremities of Africa, he returned after 
tine years abſence; | loaded with the ſpoils of 
all the conquered nations; and drawn'ina cha- 
not by the kings whom he had ſubdued, His 
government Was altogether military and deſ- 
potical ; he leſſened the authority of the pon- 
ils, and transferred their power to the com- 
manders of the army. After his death difſens 
bons aroſe among thoſe chiefs, and continued 
for three generations. Under Anifis the Blind, 
dabacan the Ethiopian took advantage of their 
diſcords, and invaded Egypt. This religious 
prince re · eſtabliſhed the power of the prieſts, 
reigned fifty years in a profound peace, and 
then returned into his own country, in obedi- 
ence to the oraeles of his gods, The kingdom 
thus forſaken, fell into the hands of Sethon che 
high-prieſt of Vulcan; he entirely deſtroyed 
dk the art of war among the Egyptians, and de- 
pe- ſpiſed the military men. The reign of ſuper- 
her ſition; which enervates the minds of men, ſuc- 
ted ceeded that of deſpotie power, which had too 
full much ſunk their courage. From that time E- 
ok WW pt: was ſupported: only by foreign; troops, 
| 14 | 
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and it fell by degrees into a kind of anarchy, 
Twelve Nomarchs, choſen, by the people, thar- 
ed the kingdom between them, till one of them, 
All the reſta hen Egypt necovered itſelf᷑ a li- 
tle, and continued pretty powerful far five or 
fix reigns; but at length this ancient kingdom 
became tributary ta Nabuchodonoſor king of 
Babylon The conqueſts of Seſoſtris were the 
ſource of all theſe calamities, - Cyrus perctir 
ed by this, chat princes; who are inſatiable of 
— mand their, dominion too far, they 
| ſap the foundation of their authority. 

The ancient laws of Egypt loſt much d 
theie fare even in PR of Seſoltris ; u 
— 
the, great men and old ſages who were they 
Being. Theſe laws may be reduced to three, 
upon which all the. reſt. depend; the firſt. re- 
lates to kings, the ſecond to . and the 
#hird; to civil juſti e. 

The kingdom ine. but che king 
were ſubject to the laws. The Egyptians & 


ſeemed it a criminal uſurpation upon the rights 
i of che 9 2 mad preſumptioa 


| 
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un to give his will for- a law, As ſoon 
uche king roſe in the morning, which was at, 
the break of day, when the underſtanding is 
deareſt, and the foul moſt ſerene, all matters 
den which he was to decide that day, were, 

Ba and diſtinctly laid before him; but be- 
ir he pronounced judgment, hep weut v0 iha 
temple to inyoke che gods and to offer ſacris 
fre. Being there ſurrounded by all his court, 
and the victims ſtanding at the altar, he aſſiſt - 
d at a prayer full of inſtruction, the farm, of 
which was as follows: Great Oſiris! eye of 
de world and light of ſpirirs; grant ro the 
pince, your image, all royal virtues, that he, 
may be religious towards the gods, and benign 
towards men, maflerate, juſt, magnanimous, 
generous, an enemy of falſhood, maſter, of his 
paſſions, puniſhing leſs than the crime deſerves, 
ad rewarding: beyond merit. After this the 
bigh-prieſt, regreſeated. to him the: faults hg 
had committed againſt the laws ; hut it was 
aways ſuppoſed that he fell into them by ſury 
priſe, or through, ignarapce.; and the miniſters 
yho had given him evil counſels, or had dif 
guiſed the truth, were loaded with imprecati · 
us, After the prayer and the facrifice, they 
read to him the actions of the heroes and greas 
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example, and maintain the laws which hai 
rendered his predeceſſors illuſtrious, and the 
people happy. What is there that might not 
be hoped for from princes accuſtomed, as an 
eſſential. part of their religion, to hear daily 
the ſtrongeſt" and moſt falatary truths? Ac- 
cordingly, number of the ancient 
kings of Egypt were ſo dear to their people, 
that each private man bewailed their 18 
like that of a father, nen 

The ſecond law related to polity, and the 
ſubordination of ranks; © The lands were di- 
vided into three parts; the firſt was the king's 
domain, the ſecond belonged to the chief prieſ, 
and the third to the military men. The com- 
mon people were divided into three claſs, 
huſbandmeri; ſhepherds; and - artizans: theſe 
three ſorts made great improvements, each in 
their profeſſions; they profited by the experi- 
etice of their aticeſtors; each father tranſmit- 
ted his know fege and ſkilt to his children; 
no perſon vas allowed to forſake his heredit - 
ry profeſſion :- by this means arts were cukti- 
vated and brought to a great perfection; and 
the diſturbalices, occaſioned by the ambition 
of choſe Who ſeck to riſe above the rank in 
which they he born; were prevented. To 
the-cad that ad per ſon might be albamed 0 


mn 7c IRS. 241 
he lowneſs of his ſtate and degree, the me- 
chanic arts were held in honour. In the body 
politic, as in the natural, all the members con- 
tibate ſomethiing to the common fe. In E- 
yt it was thought madnefs to deſpiſe a man 
betauſe He ſerves his country in 'a laborious 


employment. And thus was a due fubordina- 
eople, BN tion of ranks preſerved, without expofing _ 
death WY oder to envy, or the meaner to contempt; 
821 The third law regarded civil juſtice. T 
d po ty jndges, drawn out of the principal cities, 
Te di- 


compoſed the ſupreme council, which admi- *' 
niſtered juſtice throughout the kingdom; the 
prince aſſigned them revenues ſufficient to free 
them from domeſtic cates, that they might 
ve their whole time to the compoſing of good 
laws, and enforcing the obſervation of them; 
"WJ they had no farther profit of their laours, ex- 
yh cept the glory and pleafure of ſerving their 
ru country, That the ' judges might not be im- 
_ poſed upon, fo as to paſs unjuſt decrees, tlie 
pleaders were forbidden that delufive eloquerice 


* which dazzles the underſtanding, And moves 
an de paſſions; ; they expoſed the matters of fact 
5 with 4 clear and nervous brevity, ſtripped of 


To WY fe falſe ornaments of reaſoning}; the preſi denit 
of WY of the feriate wore à collur of gold and preei- 


ous ſtones, at Which hung a mall figure wich- 
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out eyts, which, was called truth; he appli 
It to the forchead and heart of him who gain 
ed his canſe; for that was che manner of pre 
nouncing ſentence. There was in Egypt a ſa 
of juſtice unknown in other nations: As ſoy 
as a man had yielded his Jaſt breath, he v 
brought to a trial, and the public accuſer 
Heard againſt him. In caſe. it appeared that 
the behaviour of the deceaſed had been culpa 
ble, his memory was branded, and he was re 
fuſed burial; if he were not convicted of an; 
crime againſt the gods, or his country, he v 
entombed with marks of honour, and a pane 
gyric made upon him, without mentioning v 
ny thing of his his birth and deſcent. Before iy 
was carried ta the ſepulchre, his bowels were ver 
taken out and put into an urn, which the po- ¶ lim to 
tif held up towards the ſun, making this pra-. Wi be 
& in the name of the deceaſed (c): Great 0- 
Kris! life of all beings l. receive, my manes, 
and re-unite them ta, the ſociety, of the in- 
mmortals'; hilſt I lived, I endeavoured toimi- 
tate you hy truth. and goodgeſs; I have nere 
committed any crime contrary.to ſocial a: 
1 have reſpecded the gods of my fathers, ani 
have honoured my parents; if 1 have commit 
ted any Fauſt through human weakneſs W. 


-* (t) Porphyty end ib) 4! teck 16. 
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perandce, or a taſte for pleaſure, theſe baſe: 
hals of my mortal nature have been the cauſe 
dit. A= he pronounced theſe laſt words, he 

ew the urn into the river, and the reſt of the 
ay, when embalmed, was depoſited in the. 
yramids, . Such were the notions: of the an- 
gent Egyptians: being full of the hopes ok; 
iamortality, they imagined that human frail-: 
is were expiated by our ſeparation from the; 
nortal body; and that npthing but crimes- 
ommitted againſt the gods and ſociety, hinders; 
a the ſoul from being re-united to its origin. 
All theſe things raiſed in Cyrus a great de- 
fre to inſtruct himſelf thoroughly in the reli. 
gon of ancient Egypt; and for this purpoſe; 
it vent to Thebes. Zoroaſter had directed 
him to Sonchis the high · prieſt of--this eity, tot 
te inſtructed by him in all the retigious myſta- 
tes of his country. Sonchis conducted him 
Ito u ſpacious hall, where were three hund - 
ted fates of Egyptian high · prieſts. This 
bng ſucoeſſion of pontifs gave the prince m 
lich notion of the antiquity-of the religion of 
epd and a great curjofity to know the prin- 
iplegof it. To make you acquainted, faid 
the- pontif, with the origin of our worſhip; 
ſmbols and myſteries, l _ 1 
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ſtery of Hermes W ho v was the 
founder of them. Kt 171 
© Siphoasy or Hermes, the ſecond of the name, 
was of the race of our ſovereighs, While his 
mother was with child ef him, ſhe went by ſea 
to Lydia, toi offer a ſacrifice to Jupiter Ham- 
mon. As the coaſted along Africa, a ſadden 
ſtorm aroſe; and the veſſel periſhed near a de- 
fart rand.” She efcaped by a particular pro- 
tection of the gods; and was caſt . 
iſland alone; there ſhe lived a ſolitary life, un 
til her delivery, at which time the died. The 
infant remained expoſed to the inclemencies of 
the weather, and the fury of the wild beaſſs; 
but heaven; which deſigned him for great pur- 
Poſes, preſerved him in the midſt of theſe miſ- 
fortunes. 'A'young ſhe-goat, hearing his cries, 
came and ſuckled him till he was paſt infancy, 
For {ome years he fed upon the tender graſs 
with his nurſe; but afterwards upon dates and 
wild fruits} which ſeemed to him a more pro- 
per food. He perceived by the firſt rays of 
reaſon which began to ſhine in him, that he 
was not of the ſame. make with the. beaſts; 
that he had mere. underſtanding, invention and 
addpeſs,, than they; and thence n 
Uat he might he of a different nature. 
* ſhe-goat, which had aouriſhed him, 
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ded of old age. He was much ſurptiſed at this 
zxev phenomenon, of which he had never ob- 
frved the Hke before: he could not compre> 
lend why ſue continued fo Jong eold and with- 
out motion; he conſidered her for ſeveral 
days; be compared all he ſaw: in her with 
what he ſelt in himſelf, and perceived that he 
lad a beating in his breaſt, and a principle of 
notion in him which was no longer in her. 
The mind ſpeaks to itſelf, without knowing 
the arbitrary nanſes which we have affixed to 
our: ideas. Hermes reaſoned thus: The goat 
dd not give hexſelſ that principle of life, ſinee 
ſhe has loft it and cannot reſtore1it to herſelf. 
pur⸗ As he was endowed. by nature with a wons 
miſ. Lerful ſagacity, he ſought a long time for the 
rie, rule of | this change; he obſegved that the 
cy plants. and trees ſeemed ta die, and to revive 
raſs every year, by the going away and the return 
and al the ſun; he imagined that this ar, was the 
ro- principle of all things, and he.expaſed. the car» 
eaſe to its rays, but Jife did not return; on 
ts; 
nd 
d, 
. 
m, 


he contragy, he ſaw it putrify, grow di and 
lll to pieces, nothing rem ined but the bones: 
is not che Lun, chen, ſaid he within himſelf, 
that gives life to animals. He examined whe, 
ther it might not be ſome other N 


vg oblerred chat che ſtars which mined in 
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night had neither” ſo much heat nor Jight # 
dhe ſun, and that all nature ſeemed to hs 
guiſh in the abſence of the day, he concludet 
chat che ſave were not the firſt neee 0 
Soyo 16} Toi nb ed z ad 107 
As h advaned'i in 1 his under kandg 
ripened / und his veſſe xions became more pro- 
found. He had remarked that inanimate bs 
dies could not move of themſelves, that ani: 
mals did not reſtore motion to | themſelves, 
when they had loſt it, and that the ſun did 
not revive dead bodies; hence he inferred, that 
there was in nature a firſt mover' more power 
ful than the ſun or the ſtars, and which gare 
a8ivity and motion to all bodies. 
Rete ding —— he oh: 
en, that there was ſomethin in him which 
felt, which thought, and which compared his 
thoughts together, Diffipating minds, wan- 
dering about in vain purſuits, and loſt in a- 
mofements, never enter into themſelves; their 
' hobler Faculties are benumbed, ſkhipificd, anf 
buried in Triatter, | Hermes not being diverted 
by: prejudices” and paſſſons, from liſtening to 
the fill voice of wiſdom; which -inceffantly 
calls us into oltfetvih,” obeyed that divine 
whiſper without knowing it; he retired more 
ant! more N his ſpiritual care and by 
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thoſe truths, which others arrive at by ſubtil- 


reral years on the operations of his owns mind, 
vithout-knowing or imagining that there was 
ay difference between the ſoul and body, he 


auſe.of thought, any more than of motion; 


om the ſame ſource, and conſequently that 
the Firſt Mover muſt have RN as wen 
x power. 


when tranſported with joy he ſaid within him- 
ſelf, * Since the Firſt Mover has ſo much pow- 
er and wiſdom, he mult alſo abound in good- 

'neſs; he cannot but be ready to ſuccour thoſe 
ho have need of lis aſſiſtance; us I endea- 

your to relieve the animals that want my 
help, my power, my reaſon and my goodneſs, 
'can only be emanations from his.“ Man, 
in the midſt of beings that can give him no 
ſuccour, is in a wretched ſituation; but when 


make him happy, there is nothing can com- 

pare with his hopes and his j or. 

"The deſire of happineſs, inſeparable. 950 

dur nature, made Hermes wiſh to ſee that Firſt 
N NX 
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fnplicity of heart attained to the diſeovery of 


ty of reaſoning, After having meditated ſe- 


wncluded that he himſelf was not the firſt 


that he derived both the dne and the other 


Searce had he got . of theſe truthks 


le diſcovers the idea of a being who is able to 
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Mover, to know him, and corverſe with him, 
If I could, faid he, make bim, underſtand my 
thoughts and my deſires, doubtleſs he would: 
render me more happy chan I am. His hopes 
and his joy were ſoon diſturbed by: great 
doubts. Alas! faid he, if the Firſt Mover be: 
as good and beneficent as I imagine him, why 
do I not ſee him? And above all, why am l 
in this melanchohy ſolitude, uthere I fee no- 
thing like myſelf, nothing that ſentns to reaſan 
a2 I do, nothing chat can gie me any aſſiſ- 

' ance! in the midſt of theſe perplexities; bis 

veakxeaſon was ſilent, and i] make no- 
ſwers His heart ſpoke, and turning infelf to 
the firſt· Principle, faid to him, . im that mute 
than words: Liſe of all beings! ſhew-thyſelf 
tome j make- me to know. who the ant, and: 
what I am; come and marie} 
ſolitary and. miſerable: fate; 
__ The great Oſirie loves a pure heart; 240 is 
always attentine to its dehres, He ordered the 
 fixſt Hermes, or yr AN RIFE 
and tog and. inſtruct kim, One day, when 
young Triſmegiſtus was darping.at the foot of 
a tree, Hermes came and ſat down by him. 
Friſmegiſtus- when he awaked was ſorpriſed to 
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ſands, but they were nat articulate; be diſ- 
wered all the different motions of his ſoul, 
ennous and artieſs figns, whereby nature 
aches men to expreſs what they ſtnongiy feel. 
lercury in a little time taught the davage phi- 
laopher the Egyptian language. He then in- 
firmed him what he was, and what he was to 
>, and ĩnſtructed him in all the ſcienoes Wich 
Trimegiſtus afterwards taught the Egyptians. 
Ne now began to difcern ſeveral manks, which! 
e had not obſerved before, ei an infinite wiſ - 
dm and power: diffuſed-.thronghont:: all na- 
tre; and thereby perceined- ther weakneſs of 
Iuman reaſon when leſt to iſelf and without: 
üſtruction. He was-aftoniftied' at his former: 
ignorance, but his nem -difeoveries -ppoduced: 
new, perplexities. Ohe day, when Mereury was- 
ing to him of the noble- deſtiny of man, 

be dignity of his nature, ———— 
vhich awaits him, he anſwered; If che great 
Ofrts ordains montals to. ſo perfeftrafekcity, 
whence is: it that · they are horn in ſuch ĩgno- 
te? Whenee comes it chat he does nat ſhows 
BrſcH to them; and:difpet their darktiefs ; a- 
le! 1 not come to-entighterr me, E 

Id have ſought long without — 


firſt principle af all things, duch; a 70 u 
M2 
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have made him known to me. Upon this Mer- 
cury unfolded to him all the ſecrets of the E- 
gyptian Theology, in the following manner, 
(a) The primitive ſtate of man was very 
different from what it is at preſent. Without, 
all the parts of the univerſe were in a perfect 
harmony; within, all was in ſubjection to the 
immutable laws of reaſon; every one carried 
his rule within his own breaſt, and all the na- 
tions of the earth were but one republic of 
ſages. Mankind lived then without diſcord, 
ambition, or pomp, in a perfe& peace, equali- 
ty and ſimplicity : each man. however had his 
particular qualities and 4nclinations, but all in- 
clinations ere ſubſervient to the love of vir- 
tue; and all talents applied to the diſcovery of 
truth; the beauties of nature, and the perfee- 
tions of its author, were the entertainment and 
ſtudy: of the firſt men. The imaginations pre- 
ſented nothing then but pure and juſt ideas; 
the paſſions, being in ſubjection to reaſon, raiſ- 
ed no tumult in the heart, and the love of 
pleaſure was always regulated by the love of 
order. The god Oſiris, the goddeſs Iſis, and 
their ſon Orus, came often and converſed with 
men, and taught them all the myſteries of 
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wiſdom. This terreſtrial life, how happy ſo- 
erer, was neverthleſs but the infancy of our 
beings, in which ſouls were prepared for a ſuc- 
cſſive unfolding of intelligence and happineſs. 
When they had lived a certain time upon the 
earth, men changed their form without dying, 
and flew away to the ſtars, where with new fa- 
culties and new lights they diſcovered new 
truths, and enjoyed new pleaſures; from 
thence they were raiſed to another + world, 


immenſe ſpaces by endleſs metamorphoſes. 
A whole age, and, according to ſome, many 
ages paſſed in this manner; at length there 
happened a ſad change both in ſpirits and in 
bodies. Typhon, chief of the Genit and his 
companions had formerly inhabited our happy 
dwelling ; but being intoxicated with pride, 
and forgetting themſelves ſo far as to attempt 
to ſcale heaven, they were thrown down head- 
long, and buried in the center of the earth. They 


it, and corrupted the minds, hearts and man- 


M. * 


thence to a third, and ſo travelled through the 


came out of their abyſs, broke through the egg q 
of the world, diffufed the evil principle over 


ners of its inhabitants. The ſoul of the great 
Ofiris forſook his body, which is Na TuRE, and 
it Wen a carcaſs. Typhon tore it in Pieces. | 


”z 
8 n——_— —— 
— SS = . _— 
—— — — — res rr rem — ei ner ene — — - — n 
— — — — — — — — 


132 The Twavnius Hock I. 
diſperſed its members, and blaſted all its beay- 
Tes. ö 
Prom that time the body became ſubject to 
diſeaſes and to death, the mind to error and to 
paſſions; the imagination of man preſents him 
now with nothing but chimeras; his reaſon 
ſerves ottly to eontradict his inclinations, with- 
out being able to correct them; the greateſt 
part of his pleaſures are falſe and deceitſul, 
and all his pains, even his imaginary ones are 
real evils; his heart is an abundant. ſource of 
reſtleſs deſires, frivolous fears, vain hopes, diſ- 
orderly inclinations, - which ſucceſſively tor- 
ment him; a croud of wild thoughts and tur- 
bulent paſſions cauſe an. inteſtine war witnin 
him, make him continually take arms againſt 
himſelf, and render him at the fame time both 
an idolater and an enemy of. his own nature. 
That which each man feels in himſelf, is 2 
lively image of what paſſes in human ſociety. 
Three different empires are riſen in the world, 
pire of Oyrtx10n, that of AmanrTtion, and that 
of SENSUALITY : error preſides in the firk, 
force has the dominion in the ſecond, and va- 
nity reigns in the third. duch is the preſent 
ſtate of human nature. The goddeſs Iſis goes 
over all the earth, ſeeking the diſperſed, de- 
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beau- Wl Jaded fouls, to-condutt them back to the em- 
pyreum, while: the god Orus continually at- 
tacks the-evil principle. It is aid, that he will 
atlaſt re-eftabliſh the reign of Oſiris, and will 
banal for ever the monſter Typhon; until that 
time good Princes 'may- alleviate the miſeries 
of men, but they cannot entirely cure them. 
Jou, continued Mercury, are of the race dt 
the antieat Kings of Egypt, and are deſtin- 
ed by the great Oſiris to reſorm that king - 
dom by your wiſe laws. He has preſerved qu 
only that. you may one day make other men 
happy; you will very ſoon ſee your own coun- 
try. He ſaid, and of à ſudden roſe into the 


.crown upon his head, wings at his feet, and 


robe were all the hieroglyphics which Triſme- 


air, his body became tranſparent and diſap - 


peared by degrees like the morning ſtar, which k 
lies at the approach of Aurora. He had ia 


held in his hand a caduees; upon his flow ing Mn 


giltus afterwards made uſe of to expreſs the - 


W who then reigned in Egypt, , | 


by the Gods in a dream of 
= hat valfodin the defart Wland, ſeat thither 
for the ſavage Philoſopher, and perceiving the 


F. 
d 
* myſteries of theology and of nature. 
1 
. 
* 
c 
J 


.conformity between his ſtory and the divine 


M 4 


dream, adopted him far his fon, Trilegiſtos, | I 
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after the death of that Prince, aſcended the 
throne, and made Egypt for a long time. hap- 
Py by his wiſe laws. He wrote ſeveral books, 
which-contained the divinity, philoſophy and 
policy of the Egyptians, The firſt Hermes had 
invented the ingenious art of.expreſling all ſorts 
of ſounds. by the different combinations of a 
fewletters ; an invention moſt wonderful for its 
ſimplicity, but not ſufficiently. admired, becauſe 
it is common, Beſides this mannep-of writing 
there was another, which was confecrated to 
divine things, and which ſew per ſqns under. 
ſtood: Triſmegiſtus expreſſed. the — and 
paſſions of the ſoul; the actions and attributes 
of the gods, by the figure of animals, inſects, 
Plants, ftars and divers other ſymbolical cha- 
racters: Hence it is that we ſee ſphinxes, ſer- 
pents, birds and crocodiles in our antient tem- 
- ples, and upon our-obeliſks; but they are not 
the objects of our worſhip, as the Greeks fool- 
Hhly imagine. Triſmegiſtus concealed the my- 
ſteries of religion under hieroglyphies and al- 
legories, and expoſed nothing to the eyes of the 
vulgar but-the beauties of his morality, This 
has been the method of the ſages in all times, 
and of the great legiſlatures in all countries. 
Theſe divine men were ſenſible that corrupt-- 


ef: minds could have. no reliſh for heaven) 
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euths til} the heart was. purified from its paſ- 
fots; for which reaſon: they ſpread over reli- 

a ſecret: vail, which opens and vaniſhes 
when the eyes of the underſtanding are e to 
ſupport its brightneſs. 

Cyrus perceived by this hiflory of Hermes, 
that the Oſiris, Orus and Typhon of the Egyp- 
tans; were the ſame with the Oromazes, My- 
ris and Arimanius of the Perſians; and that 
the Mythology of theſe two nations was foun- 
ded upon the ſame principles. The notions | 
of the Orientals were only more ſimple, clear 
and undiſguiſed by ſenſible images; thoſe of 
the Fgyptians more allegorical, obſcure on 
vrapt up in fiction. 

after Sonches had · diſeourſed with Cyrus in 
mis manner, he conducted him to the temple, 
where he let him into all the ceremonies and 
myſteries of the Egyptian worſhip; 'a privilege 
which had never before been granted to any 
ranger, till he had gone through a ſevere 
probation, The temple was conſecrated ty 
the goddeſs Iſis, and built in an oval form to 
repreſent the egg of the world; over the great 
gate was this inſcription, (a) To THE Gcop- 
DESS WHO 18 ONE, AND WHO 18 ALL, The 

e) Inſcription upon the. temple of Iſis, r. 
een at Capua. 
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Altar was à great obelidk of perphyry, a 
which were engraven ſereral hieroglypl 
containing the fecrets of the Egyptian — 
Towards the top appeared three dark clouds, 
which ſeemed to meet ina point; ſomewhat 
lower a tree planted in a muddy marſh, upor 
whoſe branches, which reached up to tl 
clouds, ſat an hawk ; by the ſide of this tree 
Was A. winged: globe with a ſerpent. coming out 
of it; at the bottom of all, a crocodile with- 
out a tongue hick ivfelf in the waters of an 2 
byſs, a ſphynx at the ſame time walking upon 
the ſurſace. On one ſide of this altar ftood 
the ſtatue of the goddem, covered with a vai, 
upon which were repreſented the figures of the 
celeſtial and terreſtrial bodies; on the other 
fide was the ſtatue of Harpocrates, holding ons 
Hand upon bis mouth. and pointing to the god 
deſs with the other (a). 

The hig · prieſt, cloched in his pontificd 
robes, explained to Cyrus the meaning of thel 
 Iymbols, before he began the facrifice, We 
adort, ſaid he, no other but the great Ammon, 
that is to ſay the unknown God; we conſider 


(a) Theſe hieroglyphics are all Egyptian aud are to le 
found, with the explications bere given of them, in Pk 
Teh, 2 
by Kircher and Cudwerth, 
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i in ſamotinies:as he neee eber 
as manifeſted by nature. In the firſt leaſe 
—— him Eicton, Emeph, Ptha, lite, light, 
and love, all whoſe pperations, thoughts and 
afeftions being . concentred in himſelf, he re- 
mins in his folitary unity incomprahenſible to 
mortals ; thus conſidered (4) we adore him 
ly by ſilenee, or by the name of Ivcomnay- 
41N$iBLE DARK Ass thrice repeated; and we 
repreſent him by the clouds which you ſec. to- 
wards the top of the obeliſk. 
Then we conlider him as he has maniſeſted 
umſelf in the multiplicity of nature, by a dif- 
fulive goodneſs that eommunicates ulelt every 
rhere, by a ſovereign wiſdom which forms 
vithin itſelf the ideas of all things,, and by an 
infinite power that produces, animates, pre- 
ſerves and governs whatever has 2 being. We 
call theſe three forms of the divinity, Oſtris, I- 
tu, Orus, and we repreſent them by many dit - 
ferent ſymbols: ſometimes by an hawk, which 
laring of all birds the moſt piercing eye and 
the molt rapid flight, ſerves to expreſs the di- 
1ire-intelligence-and activity. This bird ſits 
Upon the top of a tree, to ſignify that the e - 
ternal nature is infinitely exalted above matter, 


& by Danimaſcius, 


en en 
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which is as dirt in compariſon of the pure e 


ſence of the Deity, The globe denotes the in but the 
diviſible unity without beginning or end, M they ac! 

ſerpent the ſupreme wiſdom, and the wing but one 
that active ſpirit which animates and gives l Cyru 
to all. The crocodile which appears under deſe hi 
deep water, and without a tongue, repreſent frous o 


the great Oſtris hidden in the abyſs of nature the fact 
and doing all in a profound ſilence; but you dfering 


fee walking upon the ſurface of this abyſs ai of the : 
ſphynx, which being half man and half lion ous mu 
ſignifies the wiſdom and ſtrength of the two up, crie 
other principles. Eaſtly, the goddeſs Ifis covered great / 
with a vail and having, as you ſee, this in- prehen! 


ſcription on her pedeſtal, I Au ALL Tar 1 vords, 
HAS BEEN, OR SHALL BE, AND NO Mort de mu 
CAN REMOVE THE VAIL THAT COVERS „dd, eve 
declares, that univerſal nature is but a val fould 
which covers the divinity, and that no one cat de pla 
behold the ſplendor of his pure and naked ef. nents, 
ſence. The poſture of the god Harpocrates 
denotes that we ought never to ſpeak of the in- 
comprehenſible effence of Ifis, hut only of her 
- manifeſtations, The "Egyptians in all other 
- places have forgotten the original and-ſublime 
meaning of theſe ſaered ſymbols; they adom 
the animals whoſe repreſentations you ſee here, 
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ut the inhabitants of Thebes refuſe to do it; 
they acknowledge no mortal gods, and adore - 
hat one ſole deity uncreated and eternal (e). 
cyrus. no ſooner underſtood the meaning of 
theſe hieroglyphies, but he was the more de- 
frous of ſeeing the Egyptian ceremonies ; and 
the ſacrifice began. While the victims were 
ofering, and their, blood ſtreaming at the foot 
of the altar, there was heard the moſt delici- 
ous muſic : on a ſudden the high - prieſt riſing 
wp, cried with a loud-voice, 'Let us adore the 
great Ammon the unknown-God, the incom- 
prehenſible darkneſs.; thrice he repeated theſe 
vords, and thrice the people fell proſtrate; 3 
the muſic ſtopped, an univerſal ſilence reign- 
ed, every one was afraid to breathe, leſt he 
ould diſturb the. ſtillneſs and tranqu illity of 
the place; then the voices joining the inſtru- 
ments, began the ſacred hymn, (/) Let us ce- 
brate the praiſes · of the immortal Iſis, ſhe is 
the mother of nature, thę origin of all things, 
the ſum of all the divine virtues, the uniform 
face of the gods and goddeſſes; by. one fingle 
look ſhe. enlightens the ſtars ; at her command 
tepbyrs refreſh theearth; the rules over the 
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diſmal and Hient regions of hell; ſhe cheri(} 
mortals, and ſhews them the affection of a mo- 
ther in their afflictions; ſhe ealms the tempeſts 
of fortune, ſhe reſtrains the noxious influences 
of the ſtars : the celeſtial Deitiesproftrate them · 
ſelves before her, the infernal powers obey her: 
all che univerſe adores her under different 
names, and by different rites: The ſervice end- 
ed, forty prieſts walked two and two {rom the 
temple in ptoceſſion, finging hymns in honour 
of the god (g): The high prief came jaſt with 
Gyrus at his right hand; and-Amenophis at his 
left, encompaſſed by a vaſt throng of people, 
whoattended chem in a refpe&fubſilenee with · 
ont tumult and conducted 1 to 
the palace ef the Pontif _ | 
Cyrus ſtayed ſome days i Stmehis, and, 

then prepared te maſs into Greeee. This coun» 

try had filled all che /eaſt with che. fame of her 
excellent laws, brave warriors, and wiſe phi= 
loſophers. The Prince would gladly have en- 
gaged Amenophis to accompany: him in his 
travels; an in order to prevail upon bim, 
promiſed that - ke: would' retuon by Babylon, 
and endeavour to perfeade.Nubuctiodonofor io 
aker his reſolutions, O Cyrus, replied. Ame 


(xg) See Clem, —— 6208. 
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that conqueror; he reſolves to have none but 
twhatary kings in Egypt mere ſlaves to. his 


theuſurper governs with gentleneſs and mode- 


m going back to my ſolitude, where I ſhall 
ind thoſe pure pleaſures, which are not to be: 


hurry of buſineſs. Go, prince, go render your- 
elf worthy ta. accomꝑliſh the oracles ; and ne - 
ur forget in the midſt. of your. ſucceſſes that 
you have ſeen a manarch, ho was heretofore 
triumphant and glorious, driven out on a ſud - 
den from his throne, and become the ſport of 
fyrtune, They paried ſoon aſter; Amenophis 
returned to. his former ſolitude in Arabia, and 
Grus deft Egypt without ſeeing Amaſis, whole. 


xphis, you are a ſtranger to the politics of 


wils Amaſis is a man for his purpoſe; Apries 
dead, the race of our ancient kings is extinct, 
nation: Egypt is in peace and tranquillity, and 
there is no longer any pretence of/revolting ,, I. 


met with at the courts of kings, nor in the. 
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| 223 8 reſolving to go the ſhorteſt way 

into Greece, went down the Nile from 

Memphis to thè mouth of that river, and em- 

ö bar ked upon the great ſea in a Phœnician vel- 

ſel, that was bound for Argolis. Araſpes, dur- 
ing the voyage, was ſometimes ſad and thought- 

ful, which Cyrus perceiving, aſked him the 
reaſon.” Araſpes' anſwered, You are a Printe, 
I dare not*fpeak my heart to you; Let us fot- 
get the Prince, ſaid Cyrus, and converſe like 
friends, Well then, ſaid Araſpes, I obey: 
Every thing which Amenophis has aid upon 
'the inſtability of the heart of man in friend- 
hip, terrifies me; I often feel thoſe contrarie· 
ties he has ſpoken of; your manners, which 
are too averſe to pleaſure, ſometimes offend 
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te; and, without doubt, my 'ttnperfettions' 

take you uneaſy in their turn; how unhappy 
tould 1'be, if this difference of character could 
iter or diminiſh our friendſhip. All men have 
heir frailties, replied Cyrus; whoever looks: 
fr a friend without imperfeRions, will never 
fnd what he ſeeks ; we are not always equally: 
untent with ourſelves, how: ſhould/ we be fo 
ith our friend? We love ourſelves neverthe- 
ks with all our faults, and we ought to love 
cur friend in like manner; you have your fail- 
ugs, and I have mine, but our candour in mu- 
tally confeſſing our errors, and our indul- 


t way * 

com! knee in excuſing each other, ought to remove 
1 en. Vr fears of any breach in our friendſhip, - It 
\ vel. b treating one's friend like another ſelf, thus 


to ſhew him our ſoul quite naked, and this in- 


dur- 
igbt - Kauity makes all imperfections vaniſi. With 
| the WJ other men it is ſufficient to be ſincere by never 


nlecting to appear what we are not; but with 


in 

— a friend we muſt be ſimple, ſo as to ſhew our - 
like Les even ſuch as we are. 

bey: Cyrus then changed the conveefiritn, a | 

pen dſcourſed with his friend of all they had ſeen 

nd. i Egypt: when he had dwelt a good while up- 


m the beauties of that country, its revoluti- 
us, ſciences, religion, and form of govern- 


Vor. I. N 


dent, he thus concluded: 1 admire che wiſ- 


don of all the laws of antient Egypt, except 


their element; 6f the uſe of their fins, which there 


. themſelves more or leſ heavy, according 2 
«hey would go upwards or downwards in dhe 


— —— — — — — 
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that which forbids. the Egyptians to quit their which 
paternal profeſſions ; this law ought to have 


_ - exceptions :: we ſee in almoſt all countries and they e 


ages, that the greateſt men have not always Wl er ch. 
had the advantage of an high birth. There bitum 
are in all ſtates ſuperior geniuſes that would be Wl fa. 
rendered uſeleſs if confined to the ſphere in Ml reg 


which they were born; in political eſtabliſh- ¶ vot dr 


ments we ſhould avoid every thing whereby I vapou 
nature may be conſtrained and genius cramp- WM «vrth, 
ed. The nobleſt prerogative of a King is to be WM come 
able to repair the injuſtice of fortune, by do- hey 
ing juſtice to merit. the ti 

While a favourable wind filled the fails A- creat 
raſpes, calling to mind the notions of Zoroa- WM the u 
ſter andthe Magi, diſcourſed with Cyrus upon and + 
all the wonders which are diſcoverable in the net, 
vaſt empire of the waters; er of the confor- | 


they employ ſometimes as oars to divide the BY 4;,1, 
water, and ſometimes ag wings to ſtop them - over 
ſelves by extending them; of the delicate Will cr if 


merabranes which they have in their bodies, WI he 


and which they diſtend or contract, to make 
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xcept Bl vater; of the admirable ſtructure of their eyes, 
their WI which are perfectly round, to reſract and unite 

have more readily the rays of light, without which 


s and BY they could not ſee in the humid clement. Af- 
ways ter this they diſcourſed of the beds of ſalts and 
=> bituminous matter, hid in the bottom of the 


ſea, The weight of each. particle of theſe ſalts 
b regulated in fach a manner, that the ſun can- 


vot draw them upwards; hence it is, that tlie 
reby WY vapours and rains which fall again upon dite 
IT tarth, not being overcharged with them, be- 
to 


come plenteous fources of freth water. Then 
they reaſoned upon the ebbing and flowing of 
the tide, which are not ſo diſcernible in the 
Great Sea as in the Ocean: of the influence of 
the moon which cauſes thoſe regular motions, 
and of the diſtance and magnitude of that pla» 
net, which are wiſely adjuſted: to anſwer all our 
wants ; if it were bigger or nearer to us, or if 
there were many of them, the preſfure being 
thereby augmented would raiſe the tides too 
high, and the earth would be every moment 
'overflowed by deluges; if there were no moon, 
er if it were leſs or at a greater diſtance, 
the Ocean would ſoon become a maſs of ſtag- 
mated waters, and its peſtiferous exhalations 
Giffuſing themſelves every where, would deſtroy 
Plants, beaſts and men. At laſt they came to 

, N 2 
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diſcourſe of that ſovereign power, which has bem; 
diſpoſed-all the parts of the univerſe with f mand. 
much ſymmetry and art, * 
After ſome days ſailing the veſſel entered the | 
Saronic gulph, and ſoon arrived at Epidaurus, WW '*7 ' 


from whence the prince made haſte to get to me 
Sparta. This famous city was of circular form, e 


and reſenibled a camp. It was ſituated in a Ka 
wild and barren valley, through which the Chilo 
Eurotas flows, an impetusus river which often * 
Jays. waſte the whole country by its inundati- he ſe 
ons, This valley is hemmed in on one fide by 
inacceſſible mountains, and on the other ſide by 7 
little hills, which ſcarcely produced what was 
neceſſary to ſupply: the real wants of. nature. heir 
The ſituation of the country had contributed feſt 1 
very much to the warlike and ſavage genius of 
its inhabitants. 
As Cyrus entered the city 1 beheld only plain 
and uniform buildings, very different ſrom the 
ſtately palaces he had feen in Egypt; every Place 
thing ſtill ſpoke the primitive ſimplicity of the kabl 
Spartans : but their manners were upon the 
point of being corrupted under the reign of A- 
riſton and Anaxandrides, if Chilo; one of the 
ſſeven ſages of Greece had not prevented it. 
"Theſe two kings of the antient race of the He- 
craclides, ſhared the ſovereign power between 


4% 
— * 


— 
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| themz one governed the ſtate, the other com- 
ith h nanded the troops. They received Cyrus with 
more politeneſs than was uſual for the Spartans 
to ſkew to ſtrangers. They. ſeemed to have 
rery little curioſity about the manners, ſciences _ 
and cuſtoms of other nations; their great con- 
cern was to make the prince of Perſia admire 
the wiſdom of their law · giver, and the excel - 
lence of his laws. To this end they preſented 
Chilo to him. This»philoſopher had by his 
talents acquired great credit with the kings, 
the ſenate and the people, and was looked up- 
on as a ſecond Lycurgus; nothing was done 
at Lacedzmon. without him, The Spartan 
ſage, in order to give Cyrus a lively notion of 
their laws, manners and form. of government, 
firſt led him to ouncil of the.Gerontes, in- 
ttituted by ab This council, where. 
the two kings d. was held in a hall , 
hung with mat, that the magnificence of the - 
place might not divert the ſenators attention. 
he It conſiſted of about forty perſons, and was not 
"x lable to that tumult and. confuſion which fre- 
A. quently reigned i in the.debates of. the you at. 
he Athens. | 
t. Till Lycurgus's time the Kiogs of vin had. 
* been abſolute: but Eurytion, one of thoſe kings. 
laxing yielded ſome part of his prerogatives tas 
N.3 
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pleaſe the people, a republican party was there- 
upon formed, which became audacious and tur- 
| bulent, The kings would have reſumed their 
ancient authority, but the people would not 
ſuffer it; and this continual ſtruggle between 
oppoſite powers rent the ſtate to pieces. To 
eſtabliſh an equal balance of the regal and po- 
pular power, which leaned alternately to ty- 
ranny and anarehy, Lycurgus, in imitation of 
Minos, inſtituted a council of twenty-cight old 
mm, whoſe authority keeping a mean betwixt 
the two extremes, delivered Sparta from its do-. 
_ meſtic diſſentions. An hundred and thirty 
years after him, Theopompus having obſerved, 
that what had been reſolved by the kings and 
their council, was not always agreeable to the. 
multitude, eſtabliſhed certain annual magi- 
ſtrates called Ephori, whe were choſen by the 
people, and conſented in their name to what- 
ever was determined by the king and ſenate; 
coach private man looked upon theſe unanimous, 
reſolutions as made by himſelf; and in this u- 
nion of the head with the members, conſiſted. 
the life of the body pelitic at Sparta. 
After Lycurgus had regulated the form of 
government, he. gave the Spartans ſuch laws- 
a were proper to prevent the diſorders occa-- 
iwacd bx avarice, ambition and love, IA ar- 


kr to expel luxury and envy from Sparta, he 
reſolved to baniſh. for ever both riches and po- 
rerty, He perſuaded his countrymen to make 
n equal. diſtribution. of all their wealth and of 
all their lands, decried the uſe of gold and fil- 
rer, and ordained that they ſhould have only 
ron money, which was not current in foreign 
countries. He choſe rather to deprive . the- 
Spartans of the advantages of commerce witl- 
their neighbours,..than to expoſe them to the 
nisſortune of bringing home from other nati- 
ons thoſe inſtruments of luxury. which · might. 
corrupt them. | | 

The more firmly to eſtabliſb-an«equality a - 
mong the citizens, they eat together in public 
halls; each company had liberty to chuſe its 
own gueſts, and no one was. admitted there 
but with the comſent of-the whole, to the end 
that peace might not be diſtarbed by a differ- 
ence of humours; a neceſſary precaution for 
men naturally fierce and warlike. Cyrus went 
into theſe public halls, where.. the men were 
ſeated without any diſtinction but that of their 
age; they were ſurrounded by children who - 
waited, on them : their temperance and auſte- 
rity ox liſe was ſo great, that other nations uf 
ed to ſay, It was better to die, than to live like-- 
the Spartans... During the repaſt they diſeouri . 
N. 4 
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ed togetherꝰon grave and: ſerious matters, the 
intereſts. of their country, the lives of great 
men, tha difference between a good and bad 
citiaen, and of, whatever might form youth to 
the taſte of military virtues... Their diſcourſes 
contained much ſenſe in few words, for which 
_ Treaſon the Laconic ſtyle has been admired in. all 
nations; by imitating the rapidity of thought, 
it. ſaid all in a moment, and gave the hearer 
the pleaſure of diſcovering a proſdund mean- 
ing which was unexpreſſed; the graceful, fine 
and delicate turns of the Athenians, were un- 
known at Lacedzmon ; the Spartans wert for 
ſtrength in the mind as well as in the body. 

Upon. a ſolemn feſtival, Cyrus. and Araſpes 
were preſent at the aſſemblies of.the young La- 
cedæmonians, which were held within a large 
incloſure, ſurrounded with divers ſeats of turf 
raiſed one above another, in form of an am- 
phitheatre. Young girls almoſt- naked cony 
tended with boys in- running, wreſtling, dan- 
cing, and al{ ſorts of, laborious. exerciſes : the 
young men were.not. permitted to marry any 
dut ſuch as they had vanquiſhed at theſe games. 
Cyrus was ſhocked to. ſee. the liherty which 
xzigned in theſe public aſſemblies, betwyn per- 
ſons of different ſexes, and could not forbear 


reprelegtipg it to Chilo. There. ſeems, ſad 
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te, to be- a great inconſiſtency in the laws of · 
curgus; his aim was to eſtabliſn a republic 
vhich ſhould conſiſt. only of warriors; inured 
q all ſorts of labours, and at the ſame. time he. 
made no. ſcruple to expoſe them to ſenſuality, 
the moſt effectual means to fink their courage. 
The deſign of Lycurgus in inſtituting theſe: 
fltivals,. replied Chile, was to preſerve.and 
perpetuate military virtue in his republic, 
That, great law. giver was well acquainted. 
vith human nature; he knew what influence 
the inclinations and diſpoſitions of, mathers; 
have upon. their. children; his intention was. 
to make the Spartan women heroines, that they: - 
might bring the reppblic none but heroes. 
zeſides, continued Chilo, .groſs..ſenſuality and 
delicate love are equally. unknown at. Lacedz- 
mon; it is only in theſe public feſtivals that 
the familiarity which ſo much offends you is 
allowed, Lycurgus thought it poſſible to dead⸗ 
en the fire of voluptuous deſires, by aceuſtom: 
ing the eye ſometimes to thoſe objeQs, which 
excite them, At all other times the.wamgn are 
very reſerved ; nay, by our laws gew married 
perſons are permitted to ſee one, another but 
rarely, and that in. private; and thus our youth 
ve formed to temperance and moderation, e- 
den in the moſt lawtul pleaſures. By this means . 
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alſo are prevented ithoſe diſguſts which fre 
quently ariſe from the permiſſion of an unboun- 
ded liberty in the marriage ſtate. The con 
ſtraint which the Spartans are under keeps up chilcrer 
the ardour of their firſt flame; fo that mar. Wl v grati 
rage does not make. them ceaſe to be lovers, ¶ ſociety. 
On the other hand, ſtolen amours and jealouſy Wl familie: 
are baniſhed from. Sparta; huſbands-who are WM vhat v 
ſick, or advanced in years, lend their wives to Wl vhich. 
others, and afterwards take them again wit - fraid © 
gut ſcruple; Wives look upon themſelves as WM uder 
belonging to the ſtate more than to their huſ- Wl aaſve! 
bands, The children are educated in- com- Wl liyeur 
mon, and often. without knowing any other Wl often 
mother than the republic, or ny other father both 
than the ſenators. and þ 

Here. Cyrus, ſtruck with a lively :remem- Wl childr 
brance of Caſſandana, and of the pure plea- WW 4erin; 
ſures of their mutual love, ſighed within hin- W # <4 
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o him 
me. a fe 
{thers 


felf, and ſelt an abhorrence of theſe odious In 
maxims. He deſpiſed. effeminacy, but he could anc 
not reliſh the ſavage fierceneſs of the Spartans, taug] 
which carried them to ſacrifice the ſweeteſt in cc 
charms of ſociety to ambition, and to think cour: 
that military virtues were inconſiſtent with feet 1 
tender paſſions; however, as he was ſenſible Wl and 
that Chilo would little underſtand whit he dext 


meant by theſe delicate. ſentiments, he content- 
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o himſelf with ſaying, Paternal love ſeems to. 
ne, a ſource of great advantages to a ſtate; 
fathers are careful of the education of their 
children, and this education. obliges children. 
o gratitude ; theſe are the original bands of. 
ſociety, Our country is nothing elſe but many 
families united; if family-love be weakened, . 
what will become of the love of one's country, 
rhich depends · upon it? Ought we not to be a- 
fraid of ſuch eſtabliſhments. as deſtroy nature, 
der pretence af improving it? The Spartans, . 
aſwered Chilo, all conſtizute but. one family. 
Lycurgus had experienced, that fathers are 
often unworthy, and children ungrateſul; that 
both are wanting to their reciprocal duties, 
and he therefore truſted the education of the 
children to. a number of old men, who conſi - 
lering themſelves as the common fathers, have. 
an equal care of all. 

In reality, children were no where better | 
educated than at Sparta: they were chiefly , = 
taught to obey, to undergo lahour, to conquer 
in combats, and to face paimand death with. 18 


courage. They went with .their heads and a 


feet naked, lay upon ruſhes, and eat very little; 
and this little they were obliged to procure by . | 
dextetity in the public banquetiag-rooms, Not 
that the Spartags authoriſed thefts and rob - 
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beries, for as all was in common in that re- 
public, thoſe vices could have no place there; 
but the deſign was ts aecuſtom children who 
were deſtined for war, to ſurpriſe the vigilance 
of thoſe who watched over them, and to er- 
poſe themſelves couragioufly to the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhments, in-caſe they failed of that dexterity 
which was exactęd of them, | 


Lycurgus had remarked; that ſubtile ſpecu- Wl tans « 
lations, and all the refinements of ſcience; but t 
ſerved often only to ſpoil: the underſtanding WM diſpu 
and corrupt the heart : and he therefore made Helo 
little account of them, Nothing however was Wl lands 
neglected to awaken in children the taſte of WW them 

pure reaſon, and to give them a ſtrength of mea! 

judgment; but all kinds of ſtudies, which were viſio 
not ſerviceable to good manners, were looked Ci 
upon as uſeleſs and dangerous occupations, cedæ 
The Spartans were of opinion, that in the pre- the 1 
ſent ſtate of human nature, man is formed ra- 


ther for action than knowledge, and better 
qualified for ſociety than contemplation, 

Cyrus went afterwards to the Gymnaſia, 
where the youth performed their exerciſes; 
Lycurgus had renewed the Olympic games in- 
Rituted by Hercules; and had dictated to Iphi- 
tus the ſtatutes and ceremonies obſerved in 


them. Religion, warlike genius and polity; 
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ut n. all contributed to perpetuate the cuſtom of ſo- 
there; lemnizing theſe games, they ſerved not only to 
1 he & honour to the gods, to celebrate the vir- 
tance Wi mes of heroes, to prepare the body for the fa- 
to ex. igues of a military life, but alſo to draw to- 
lt Pu. gether from time to time in the ſame place, 
tericy ind unite by common ſacrifices, divers nations 
whoſe ſtrength-was in their union. The Spar- 
tans employed themſelves in no ſort of labour 
but the exerciſes neceſſary to qualify them to 
diſpute the prizes in the Olympic games. The 
Helots, who were their ſlaves, manured their 
lands, and were the only mechanics among 
them; for they eſteemed every employment as 
mean and ignoble, which regarded only a pro- 
viſion for the body. 

Cyrus, having learned this maxim of the La · 


the mechanic arts appear tome abſolutely ne- 


which begets diſcord, effeminacy, and all the 
evils deſtructive of ſociety : -Lycurgus ſeems to 


his laws. The tranquillity and ſweet leiſure 


di. Lycurgus to be contrary to a warlike genius; 
I beſides the Spartans are never idle; they are 
* cantinually employed in all thoſe exerciſes that 


cedxmonians, ſaid to Chilo: Agriculture and 


of a rural life, replied Chilo, were thought by 


ceſſary to preſerve the people. from idleneſs, 


depart a little too much from nature in all 
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are images of war, in marching, encamping, de lay 


ranging armies in order of battle, defending, 
attacking, building and deſtroyiny; fortreſſes. 
By this means a noble emulation is kept up in 
their minds without enmity, and the deſire of 
-cpnquelt preſerved without ſhedding blood: 
every one diſputes the prize with ardour, and 
the vanquiſhed take a pride in crowning the 
victors; the pleaſures which accompany theſe 
-exerciſes make them forget the fatigue, and 
'this fatigue prevents their courage from ſuffer- 
ing any prejudice in times of peace (a). 
This diſcourſe raiſed in Cyrus a curioſity to 
'know the military diſcipline of the Spartans, 
and he ſoon found an opportunity to inform 
hiraſelf in it. The Tegeans, who inhabited a 
part of Peloponneſus, having entered into a 
teague with ſeveral cities of Greece, had raiſed 
troops, and were coming to attack the Spar- 
'tans upon their frontiers. The latter prepar- 
ed to repulſe the enemy, and Cyrus reſolyel 
to fignalize his courage on this occaſion, but 
de would firſt'know the reaſons of the war, 
and Chito explained them to him in the fol- 
lowing manner. 
The Spartans, ſaid he, being arrived to 2 
 Mouriſhing condition by a ſtri& obſervance of 


(e) See Townril's Pref, Rift; aux, Philip, de Demo. 


ook IV. of CYRVUS, 177 
the laws Uf Lycurgus, laid-a ſcheme firſt to 
nabe themfelves maſters of Peloponneſus, and 
then of all Greece, Courage and ſucceſs be- 
got in them a thirſt of dominion, contrary to 
the original deſign (5) of oar great law - giver: 
his intention of forming a republic of warriors, 


but to preſerve his own in union, independence 
and liberty, That we might never entertain 
the unjuſt ambition of making conqueſts, he 
Aorbad us the uſe of money, commerce and 
feets, three thelps abſolutely requiſite for thoſe 
who ſet up for conquerors, The Lacedzmo- 
mans therefore departed from che ſpirit of Ly- 
curgus, when they reſolved to attack their 
neighhours; their firſt deſign was to fall upon 
the Arcadians, but having confulted the oracle 


to turn their-arms againſt the Tegeans, The 
Spartans, depending on a deceitful oracle, 


but vith them, in full aſſurance of reducing their 
an, enemies to ſlavery. Several battles were fought 
ol- without viory's declaring for either fide, '&t 


length, in the beginning of the preſent reign, 


2 our army was put to flight; our priſoners, 


of WF [loaded with the fame chains which we hal! 


| (0) See Plutaxch, 


mas not to diſturb the peace of other cities, 


of Delphos, the Pythian prieſteſs adviſed them 


marched out of their city, and carried chains 
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prepared for the Tegenns, were yoked ke 
— and condemned to draw the plough 
The bad conduct of our princes was the ſource 
of theſe calamities: I ſhould be far from dif. 
covering to you their feults, if they had not 
had the cburage to correct them. 
Ariſton, who governed the ſtate, was natu- 
rally of a ſweet diſpoſition, affable and beneh- 
cent; he put-an equal confidence in all thoſe 
who. were about him; Anaxandrides, whv 
commanded the troops, was of a quite contra- 
ry character, dark, fuſpicions, and diſtruſſful. 
Prytanis the favourite of Ariſton had been-e- 
ducated at Athens, and had given himſelf up 
to pleaſure ; having a great deal of fine wit, 
he had the ſecret of making even his faults a- 
greeable; he knew how to ſuit himſelf to all 
taſtes, and to all characters; he was ſober wich 
the: Spartans, polite with the Athenians, and 
learned with the Egyptians; he put on all 
ſhapes: by turns, not to deceive (for he was not 
il-natured). but to gratify his prevailing paſſ · 


1 4 


on, which was the deſire of pleaſing, and of 
bdeing che idol of men; in a word, he was a 
compound of whatever is · moſt agreeable and 
irregular. Ariſton loved him, and was en- 
tirely governed by him. This fayourite led 
his maſter into all ſorts of voluptuouſneſs: ; whe 


Bdok | 
bparta 
beſtow 
cer am 
An: 
duct, 
knew 
hearts 
who 1 


Bok IV, of CYRUS. 179 
foartans began to grow effeminate; the king 
beſtowed bis favours without diſtiactien or dit- 
dernment. 

Anaxandrides obſerved a quite different con- 
duct, but equally ruinous to the ſtate; as he 
knew not how to diſtinguiſh ſincere and honeſt 
hearts, he believed all men falſe, and that thoſe 
who had the appearances of probity were only 
greater hy pocrites than the reſt, He enter- 
jained ſitſpicions of the beſtofficers of his army, 
and eſpecially of Leonidas, the principal and 
moſt able of his generals, a man of ſtrict ho- 
nour and diſtinguiſhed bravery. Leonidas lov- 
ed virtue ſincerely, but had not enough of it to 
bear with the faults of other men; he deſpiſ- 
ed them too much, and was regardleſs both of 


ther princes nor their courtiers; his hatred of 
rice was ſuch, that it rendered his manners 
fierce and rugged, like thoſe of the firſt Spar- 
tans; he looked for perſection in every body. 
and as he never found it, he had no intimate 
triend{hip with any perſon ; no body loved him, 
but all eſteemed and feared him; for he had 


ed and moſt avoided, Anaxandrides grew wea- 
1 ty of him and banifhed him; thus did this 
| vor. J. 0 | 
he 8 
j 


their praiſes and favours; he humoured nei- 


all thoſe virtues which make men moſt reſpe&- 
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prince weaken the ſtrength of Sparta, while 
Ariſton corrupted her manners. 

Our enemies drew advantage every day from 
theſe diviſions and diſorders. Perceiving the 
misfortunes which threatned our country, J 
went to the young princes, and ſpoke to them 
in the following manner: My age, my long 
ſervices, and the care I have taken of your e- 
ducation, give me a right to tell you freely, 
that you both ruin yourſelves by contrary 
faults; Ariſton expoſes himſelf to be often de- 
ceived by flattering favourites, and you, &- 
naxandrides, expoſe yourſelf to the misfortune 
of never having a true friend. To treat men 
always with the utmoſt rigour they deſerve, is 
brutality and not Juſtice ; but on the other 
hand, to have fo general a goodneſs, and ſuch 
an eaſineſs of temper, as not to be able to pu- 
niſh crimes with firmneſs, or to reward merit 
with diſtinction, is not a virtue but a-weakneſs, 
and is frequently attended with as bad conſe · 
-quences as ſeverity and ill · nature itſelf, As 
for you, Anaxandrides, your diſtruſt does more 
hurt to the ſtate than the too eaſy goodneſs of 


hare 

- Ariſton. Why do you entertain a diffidence . Cy 
of men-upon-bare ſurmiſes, when their talents giver 
and capacities have rendered them neceſſary ing v 


to you? when a prince has once honoured a 
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niniſter with his confidence, for good reaſons, 
he ought never to withdraw it without mani- 
felt proofs of perfidiouſneſs, It is impoſlible 
ar him to do every thing himſelf, and he muſt 
therefore have the courage to hazard ſome- 
times the being deceived, rather than miſs the 


to mike a wiſe uſe of men, without blindly 
fielding himſelf up to them like Ariſton ; there 
is 2 medium between an exceſſive diffidence, 
and a blind confidence; without this medium 
a0 government can long ſubſiſt. Reflexion and 
experience rectified by degrees the faults of A- 
riton, and he diſmiſſed Prytanis; but the mo- 
roſe temper. of Anaxandrides could be correct - 
ed only by misfortunes; he was often defeats 
ed in his wars with the Tegeans, and at length 
found the neceſſity of recalling Leonidas. Our 
troops fince that time have been more ſueceſs- 
ful; we have recovered our priſoners and ob- 
tained ſeveral victories ; but thele advantages 
ave made the Tegeans more jealous of us, 
and we are become the object not only of their 
batred; but of that-of all the Greeks, 

. Cyrus liſtened with attention to this account 
given him by Chilo, and then faid to him, look- 
ing upon Araſpes: The hiſtory of your kings 
will bs an eternal leſſon to me, to avoid two 
0 2 


opportunities of acting; he ſhould know-how. 
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faults very common with princes. As for the 
reſt, I obſerve that the republic of Sparta is 
like a camp always ſubſiſting, an aſſembly of 
warriors always under arms; how great a re- 
ſpect ſoever I have for Lycurgus, I cannot ad- 
mire this form of government. You aſſure me 
| that your law-giver, in conſtituting ſuch a re- 
public, had no other deſign but to preſerve it 
in union and liberty; but would a legiſlator 
who has only theſe pacific views baniſh from a 
Rate all other profeſſions except that of war? 
would he enjoin that no member of it ſhould 
be bred to any other exerciſe, ſtudy or occupa- 
tion, but that of making Himſelf dexterous in 
deſtroying other men? Lycurgus has indeed 
prohibited the uſe of money, commerce and 
fleets, but are theſe neceſſary to the conqueſts 
of Greece? I rather believe, that he made theſe 
. prohibitions only out of policy, in order to 
conceal from the neighbouring cities his ambi- 
tious deſigns, hinder the Spartans from becom- 
ing ſoft and, luxurious, and deprive them of 
the means of dividing their forces by foreign 
and diſtant wars (a). Your law-giver has again 
departed both from nature and juſtice; when 
he accuſtomed each private citizen to frugality, 
he ſhould have taught the whole nation to con · 


(4) Polybius is of this opinio g. 
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foe her ambition. An able politician ought 
to provide not only for the liberty of bis ow 
tate, but for the ſafety-of ull the neighbour- 
ing ones. To ſet ourſelves looſe from the reſt 
Fnankind, to look upon ourſelves as'made to 
conquer them, is to arm all nations againſt us. 
Why don't you reform theſe unjuſt maxims ? 
why don't you put an end to the war? Why 
have you not recourſe. to the ſupreme council 
of the Amphictions to terminate your differ- 
ences with the Tegeans? The reaſon; replied 
Chilo, is the obſtinacy of the Tegeaus; *they 
are ſo enraged againſt us, that. they: refuſe!! to 
ſubmit to the arbitration: of that council; they 
breathe nothing but our deſtruction; they Have 
engaged ſeveral cities of Peloponneſus in a 
league againſt us. Phe notion which is enter- 
tained of our deſigning to conquer all Greece, 
hasexcited the hatred and diſtruſt of our neigh - 
bours. Such is. the preſent ſtate of Spartu- 
Not many days after this, the Lated@mont- 
ans, having advice that the Tegeans were ad- 
vancing towards their frontiers, marched out 
of Sparta to give them battle. Anaxandrides 
appeared at their head in his military habit, 
his caſque wag-adorned with three birds, of 
which that in the middle was the creſt, upon 


lis cuiraſs. he bore the head of Meduſa, all the 
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:nſignia:of-the god Mars were repreſented up» 


on bis ſhield, Which was an hexagong and he. 
held in his band a ſtaff of command; Cyrus. 
marched by his ſide; his buckler reſembled 


that of Achilles; upon his caſque was an eagle, 
whoſe plame and tail. overſpread his ſhoulders; 


upon his cuiraſs was engraven in bas · relief, the 


goddeſs Pallas wiſe and warlike, to expreſs the 
inclinations of-the priace;. Araſpes- and: Leo- 
nidas'leſs magnificently. aceoutred accompani- 
ed the two princes, who thus leſt ehe city fol. 
lowed. by the Lacedzmanian troops. The 
whole army formed into a-ſquare-battalion, a 
double rank of cavalry. incloſed a third ranł of 
archers, which encompaſſed three inner ranks 
of pikemen and flingers, and left an empty 
ſpace in the centre for. the proviſiens, ammuni- 
tion and baggage. All the ſoldiers marched 
to the-ſound of: flutes, and bnging the hyon of 
' Caltor,, The Spartan geperal, knowing how 
fond. the prince of Perſia was of information, 
entertained him in the way aſter che loving 
manner. 
| Greeee is divided ;codeveral republics.ach 
of which maintains an army in proportion to 
its extent. We do not affect to bring prodigi - 
ous armies into the field like the Aſiatics, but 
to have well · diſciplined troops; numerous bo- 
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dies are difficult to manage, and are too ex- 

nſive to a ſtate; our invariable rule is to en- 
camp ſo, that we may never be obliged to fight 
againſt our will; a ſmall army well practiſed 
in war may, by entrenching itſelf. advantage» 
ouſly, oblige a. very. numerous one to diſperſe 
its troops, which. would otherwiſe. ſoon be de. 
ſtroyed for want of proviſions; When the 


common cauſe of. Greete is to be defended, all 


theſe ſeparate. bodies unite, and then no ſtate 


dare attack us. At Lacedzmon all the citizens 


are ſoldiers; in other republics, the dregs of 
the people are not admitted into the ſoldiery, 
but the heſt men are choſen out for the army, 
ſuch as are bold, robuſt, in the flower of their 
age, and inured to laborious occupations; the 
qualities required in their leaders are birth, 
intrepidity, temperance and experience; they 
are obliged to paſs through the moſt rigid tri- 
als, before they can be raiſed to a command; 
they muſt have given ſignal proofs of all the 
different ſorts of courage, by greatly enter - 
priſing, executing with vigour, and above all, 
by ſhewing themſelves ſuperior to the moſt ad- 
verſe fortune. By this means each republic 
has always a regular militia, able officers, ſol- 
diers well diſciplined-and inured to fatigues.. 
The. Spartans. in time of war abate. ſomewhat. 

O 4, | 
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of the ſeverity of their exenciſes and auſterity 
of life; we are the only people in the world to 
whom-war is a kind of repoſe; we then enjoy 
all thoſe pleaſures which are forbidden us in 

time of peace. Upon a day of battle we diſ- 

Poſe our troops in ſuch a manner, that they do 

not all fight at onge like the Egyptians, but 

{ſucceed and ſupport one another without con- 

fuſion, We never draw up our men in the 

Tame manner as the enemy, and we always 

place our braveſt ſoldiers in the. wings, that 

they may extend themſelves andeincloſe the op- 
poſite army. When the enemy is routed, Ly- 
curgus has required us to exerciſe all acts of 
clemency towards the vanquiſhed, not only out 
of humanity but policy; for hergby we render 
our enemies leſs fierce, The hope of being 
well treated, if they ſurrender their arms, pre- 


vents their giving way to that deſperate fury bodies 
which often proves fatal to the victorious. Polen: 
While Leonidas was ſpeaking, they arrived ral co 


in the plain of Mantinea, where they diſcover- 
ed the camp of the Tegeans, which was cover- 
ed on the one ſide by a foreſt, and on all the o- 
ther by a terraſs, with parapets, palliſadoes, 
and towers, at certain diſtances, Anaxandri- 
des encamped on the banks of the river Euro- 
tas: Leonidas gave orders, and immediately 
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the ſoldiers hung their caſques on their pikes 

truck in the ground, and fell to work without 

putting off their cuiraſſes. The river made the 

camp inacceſſible on the one fide, the other three 

were ſurrounded. by lines of circumvallation; 

the waters of the Eurotas quickly filled the dit- 
ches; portable houſes were erected, the diffe- 
rent quarters of the officers regularly diſpoſed, 
the cavalry put under ſhelter, a moveable city 
was raiſed with four gates, ſeveral large lreets 
croſſed one another, and had likewiſe a commu- 
nication. by. others that were leſs. 

The river Eurotas ran between the two 
camps, and was a ſecurity. againſt any ſurpriie: 
Leonidas took. this opportunity to ſhew Cyrus 
the military exerciſe in uſe among the Greeks, 
and made his. troops often paſs in review be- 
fore the prince.: they were divided into divers 
bodies of horſe and foot; at their head were the 
Polemarchi, and the commanders of the ſeve- 
ral corps. The ſoldiers were cloathed in red, 
that in the heat of action the ſight of their 
blood might not terrify either the wounded or 
their companions (5%. Upon the leaſt ſignal 
of their commanders, the different cohorts ſepa- 
rated, re-united, extended themſelves, doubled, 
opened, cloſed their ranks, and ranged them- 


(6b) Atem of Aclianus, 
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ſelves by various evolutions and windings in. 
to perfect ſquares, oblong ſquares, lozenges and 
triangular figures. 

The Spartans waited ſeveral days in their 
camp to take advantage of the enemy's moti 
ons. In the mean time diviſions aroſe among 
the allies; the wiſeſt of them. deſired peace, but 


the greater number were eagerly bent on war, Ml | 
Cyrus, underſtanding the diſpoſitions, offered I we 
to go in perſon to the camp of the Tegeans, what 
and ſpeak with their leaders, The King con- ring 
ſented, and the young, prince paſſed the Eure- lwed,. 
tas, and advanced to the conſederates; their bung 
chief officers aſſembled about him, and he ade in his e 
dreſſed them in the following manner. aptiva 
People of Greece, I am a ſtranger, the deſire e in 
of knowing your laws, ſciences and military done {| 
diſcipline has engaged me to travel among ed him 
you, Your-wit is every where extoHed, but I. Y . 
cannot admire your wiſdom; The Spartans bition 
would be much in the wrong to make any a- conſtitt 
tempt upon your liberties, but neither is it juſt Wl 5 ſta 


in you to endeavour: their deſtruction. They 
are not afraid of war, they love fatigues and 
dangers, and are prepared for all events; but 
they do not refuſe to grant you a peace upon 
honourable conditions. I underſtand that you 
have in Greece a wiſe. council, whoſe buſineſs 
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t is to terminate the differences that ariſe be- 
tween your cities, Why have you not recourſe 
to this-council !. the mutual war you make up- 
n each other, and your domeſtic jealouſies, 


= will weaken.you.by. degrees, and you will tall 
one Ml? prey to ſome. conqueror.eanboldened by _ 


but dviſions. 1 
Al the old men looked upon one another 


var. 

red vhile he was fpeaking, and ſeemed to approve 
ans, of what he ſaid} their general, on the contrary, 
on. WM ring leaſt. the prince's advice thould be fol- 
irs. WJ owed, murmured within himſelf ;, he was a 
heir bung impetuous hero, a martial fire ſparkled 


ad, in his eyes, he had a ſprightly, maſculine and 

captivating eloquence, capable of inſpiring eou- 
fire nge into the moſt timorous, When Cyrus h:.d 
done.ſpeaking he raiſed his voice. and anſwers 
Ong ed him thus, Whoever you are, O ſtranger, 
jou are unacquainted with the boundleſs am- 
bitian of the Spartans; their fundamental 
coaſtitution tends to deſtroy all the neighbour- 
ng ſtates, Lycurgus their: law-giver laid the 
foundations in Lacedaemon of an univerſal mo- 
narchy, and inſpired his countrymen with a de- 
ire of domination, under pretence that Greece 
cannot maintain her freedom and independen» 
ou 7 while divided into ſo many petty republics, 
fs WM Ever ſince that time the avaricious Spartans are 
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greedy of what they have not, while they re 
fuſe themſelves the enjoymen of what the 
have: When they are weakened and brought 
low, they moderate their ambitious deſires; 
but they have no ſooner recovered their ſtrength, 
than they return to their old maxims; we ca 
have no ſecurity but in their total deſtruction 
Scarce had he pronounced theſe words, whe 
a confuſed murmur roſe among the ſoldiers 
the fire of diſcord was kindled anew in thei 
breaſts, and they all cried out, war, war, let 
the Spartans be deſtroyed:. 

Cyrus perceiving the fury which; animated 
them, and that they would no longer hearken 
to him, returned to the camp of the Lacedae- 
monians, They immediately call a council o 
war, and it was reſolved to attack the enemy 
in their entrenehments. Cyrus offered to paſs 
the river at the head of a choſen body of caval 
ry, and this being agreed to, he waited for night 


to put his deſign in execution; he paſſed with- The 
out any oppoſition : and at break of day the in- which 
fantry followed him on rafts and buck-ſkin WW uns, 
boats, The Tegeans taking the alarm left their 2 
camp and drew up in battalia. The two ar- 0 L 
mies advanced with their pikes ported, each * | 
Phalanx in the cloſeſt order, buckler ſtuck to SP! 
buckler, helmet to helmet, man to man. The (. 
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battle began: the left-wing of the Lacedaemo- 
ans. commanded by. Cyrus quickly broke the 
night wing of the Tegeans; Araſpes purſued 
the fugitives-warmly, and put them out of a 

condition to rally; they fled to a neighbouring 
fortreſs, Cyrus returned with his troops to 
ſuſtain the center of the Spartan army which be- 

gan to give way; but while he was putting the 
memy-into diſorder, the right wing of the Spar- 
tans led before the left of the allies; Leonidas 
rho commanded,it gained an eminence, from 
which he could diſcover all that paſſed ; when 
be ſaw the happy ſucceſs of Cyrus's ſkill and 
bravery, he encouraged his men, rallied them 
dae- nd returned to charge the enemy. The Te- 
il off geans, finding themſelves attacked both in front 
emy nd rear, diſperſed and fled, and were almoſt 
paſi 4! cut to pieces or taken priſoners : the few 
val. Wl that eſcaped in the night took refuge i in the 
ight fame fortreſs with the others. | 
in- The battering engines and other machines, 
in- which have ſince been uſed in attacking of 
kin I wuns, were not then known to the Greeks; on 
heir theſe occaſions they diſpoſed their men in a cery 
tain form which they called a tortoiſe, ſ e. The 
next day Leonidas gave the word of command, 
the Spartans drew up and marched to the for- 


The ( xa invented by Artemon of Clazomene, 
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treſs; the foremoſt ranks covered themſelves 
with their ſquare bucklers, the reſt raĩſed them 
over their heads, preſſed them againſ one a- 
mother, and then gradually bending formed a 
kind of ſloping roof impenetrable to arrows, 
A triple ſtage of this ſort'raiſed the aſſailants 
to the height of the walls, The beſieged rain- 
ed down a ſhower of ſtones and darts ; but in 
the end the heſiegers made themſ-lves maſters 
of the fortreſs. Four thouſand Tegeans were 
ain in the two actions. and three thouſand ta- 
ken priſoners, 

After the battle a new council of war was 
called. Leonidas by the king's order made en- 
-comiums upon Cyrus in preſence-of all the com- 
manders, and aſeribed the victory to his con- 
duct and courage. All the ſoldiers ſent up 
ſhouts of joy, and looked upon the prince of 
Perſia as'a divine man ſent by the gods to fave 
Sparta in her weak and tottering condition. It 
was afterwards propoſed in the council to car- 
ry the Tegean priſoners to Lacedaemon, and 
to treat them like ſlaves, as they had done the 
Spartans. Cyrus then roſe up in the midſt of 

che aſſembly, a divine fire darted from his eyes, 
wiſdom deſcended into his heart, and he ſaid: 
You are going, in my opinion, to violate one 


of the principal and wiſeſt laws of Lycurgus; 
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he has enjoined you to treat the vanquiſhed 
with clemency : the right of conqueſt even in 
2 lawful war is the lealt of all rights, and is 
never-juſt but when it is made uſe of to render 
the conquered happy. A conqueror who ſeeks 
only to domineer, ought to be deemed an u- 
ſurper upon the rights of nations, and an ene- 
ny of mankind who ſports with their miſeries 
ts gratify his brutal and unnatural paſſions. It 
by reaſon alone that man ſhould ſubdue man; 
n0 one deſerves to be a king but be who enga- 
ges in the toils of empire, and ſubjects himſelf 
to the. llavery of governing purely out of com- 
paſſion to men incapable of governing them- 
ſelves. If therefore you deſire to become maſ- 
ters of Greece, let it be only by ſhe wing your- 
ſelves more humane, and more moderate than 
all che other cities. The reſt of the Grecian 
lates, when they ſee your wiſdom, your cou- 
rage, and your excellent laws, will be eager to 
put themſelves under your protection, and with 
emulation ſue to be received as members of your 
republic, It is. by this means that you will 
ſweeten all minds, and captivate all hearts. 
Anaxandrides influeneed by this diſcourſe grants 
ed peace, on condition that the Tegeans ſhould 
ſor the future be tributary to Lacedaemon. He 
ketained. the chief men among them as hoſta- 
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ges, and carried them 10 Lacedaemon, where 
he granted them all the privileges of citizens, 
Cyrus in his return to Sparta revolved in his 
mind all that he had ſeen and heard, and form 
ed great ideas relating to the art of war, whic 
he reſolved to improve on: day in Perfia, Af. 
ter he had thoroughly ſtudied the laws, man- 
ners and military difcipline of the Spartans, he 
left Latedaemon to vifit the other republics 0 
Greece, Chilo and Leonidas conduRed him to 
the frontiers of their country, He ſwore an 
eternal friendſhip to them, and promiſed to be 
always a faithful ally of their republic; and he 
was true te his word, for the Pergans had ne- 
ver any war with the Greeks in that conquer- 
or's time. | | | 
Cyrus reſolved before h2.left Peloponneſus, 
to viſit all its principal cities. He went firſt to 
Argos, then to Mycenat, afterwards to Sicyon, 
and at length ſtopt at Corinth, which was the 
molt flouriſhing republic of Greece, after thoſe 
of Sparta and Athens, As he entered the town, 
he beheld with ſurpriſe all thepeople in mourn- 
ing; ſeveral players upon flutes marched at the 
head · of a funeral proceſſion, and increaſed the 
public ſorrow by their plaintive ſounds : forty 
young girls bare: footed, their hair diſhevelled, 
aud cloathed in long while robes ſurrounded 
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the bier, melted into tears while they ſung the 
praiſes of the dead; a little after followed the 
ſoldiers with a flow pace, a ſorrowful air, their 
eyes upon the ground and their pikes reverſed; 
at their head marched a venerable old man; 
his noble and military air, his tall and majeſ- 
tic ſtature, and the bitter grief that was pain- 
ted upon his face, drew the attention of Cyrus, 
The young prince having aſked his name, un- 
terfbod that it was king Periander, who was 
conducting his ſon Lycophron to his tomb. 

Cyrus and Araſpes joined themſelves with 
the croud, which was going to a fortreſs cal- 
led Acro - Corinthus; it was built upon the ſum- 
mit of an high mountain, from whence might 
be ſeen the Aegean and Ionian ſeas; for which 
reaſon it was called The Eye of Greece, Being 
come to the fortreſs, which was the burial place 
of the kings, Periander firſt of all poured wine, 
milk and honey upon the body of his ſon; he 
then lighted with his own hands the funeral 
pile, upon which had been poured incenſe, aro- 
matics and odoriferous oils ; he remained mu 

immoveable, and with his eyes drowned in 
tears, while the devouring flames conſumed 
the body ; after having ſprinkled the yet ſmoak- 
ug aſhes with perfumed liquors, he gathered 
them together into a golden urn, and then 
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making a ſign to the people that he was going 
to ſpeak, he thus broke ſilence. People of Co- 
rinth, the gods themſelves have taken care to 
revenge you of my uſurpation, and to deliver 
you from ſlavery; Lycophron is dead, my whole 
race is extinct, I will reign no longer; country- 
men, reſume your rights and your liberties, As 
ſoon as he had ſaid theſe words, he ordered all the 
aſſembly to retire, cut off his hair todenote his 
ſorrow, and ſhut himſelf up in the tomb with 
His ſon, Cyrus being extremely affected with 
this ſight, was very deſirous to learn the rea- 
Pn of it, and he received the following account; 
(4) Corinth was at firſt governed by kings, 
but monarchy being aboliſhed, Prytanes or an- 
nual magiſtrates were eſtabliſhed in their place. 
This popular government continued for a whole 
age, and Corinth was daily increaſing in wealth 
and ſplendor, when Cypſelus, the father of Pe- 
riander, uſurped the regal authority, Having 
reigned above thirty years, and his paſſions be- 
ing ſatisfied, he began to be troubled with re- 
morſe. Reaſon reſumed its empire, he reflec- 
ted with horror upon the crime he had com · 
mitted, and reſolved to free the Corinthians 
from their ſlavery; but death prevented him. 


(4) See Herod, lib, 3, and Diog. Lacrtius's life of Peru: 
der, 
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8 WW & little before he expired, he called Periander 
o- Wl to him, and made him ſwear to reſtore his 
to WM countrymen their liberty. The young prince 


blinded by his ambition quickly forgot his oath; 
le and this was the ſource of all his misfortunes. 
5- W The Corinthians ſought to dethrone him, and 
As Wl roſe in arms againſt him ſeveral times; but he 
he WW ſubdued the rebels, and ſtrengthened his au- 
his thority more and more, His firſt wife being 
thy dead, he, in order to ſecure himſelf againſt 
ith Wl theſe popular infults, courted an alliance with 
ea- Meliſſa heireſs of Arcadia, and married her; ſhe 
nt; ¶ was the moſt beautiful princeſs of her time, a 
g, Wl woman of conſummate virtue and great courage. 

Several years after this marriage, Periander 
declared war againſt the Corcyreans, and put 
himſelf at the head of his troops. The Co- 
rinthians in his abſence revolted anew. Meliſ- 
ſa ſhut herſelf up in the fortreſs, vigorouſly 
ſuſtained the ſiege of it, and ſent to demand 
fuccour of Procles tyrant of Epidaurus, who 
had always ſeemed a faithful ally of Perianden- 
Procles, who had long formed a project of ex- 
tending his dominion over all Greece, took ad- 
vantage of this juncture to ſeize upon Corinth; 
ke conſidered it as a city very proper to be the 
capital of a great empire; he came before it 
vith a numerous army, and made himſelf mal- 
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ter of it in aFew days. Meliſſa, who was ig- 
norantgpf his deſigns, opened the gates of the 
fortreſs, and received him as her deliverer, and 
the friend of her huſband... The tyrant, ſee- 
ing himſelf maſter of Corinth, eſtabliſhed his 
yeſidence there, and gave Periander to under- 
ſand that he muſt content himſelf with reign- 
ing at Corcyra, which this mn. 
conquered. 

Mleliſſa quickly found that uſurpation was 
not the only crime of which Procles was guil- 
ty. He had entertained a violent paſſion for 
her, and he tried all means to ſatisfy it: after 
having in vain employed both careſſes and 
threatnings, he inhumanly cauſed her to be 
ſhut up with her ſon Lycophron in a high tow- 
er, ſituated upon the borders of the ſea, In 
the mean while Periander was informed of 
Procles's treachery, and of his love for Meliſ- 
ſa; he was at the ſame time aſſured, that ſhe 
Had not only favoured the perfidious deſigns 
of the tyrant, but that ſhe anſwered his 
paſſion, The king of Corinth liſtened too 
readily to theſe calumnies; - poſſeſſed with 
the rage of jealouſy. he equipped a great 
fleet, and embarked for Corinth before Pro- 
cles could put himſelf in a poſture of de- 
fence, He was juſt entering the port when 2 


vialent ſtorm roſe and diſperſed his ſhips. Me» 
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lla knew not the ſentiments of Periander, and 
was already blefling the gods for her approach - 
ing deliverance, when ſhe ſaw part of the fleet 
perith before her eyes; the rett being driven 
on the coaſt of Africa were there caſt away; 
the only veſſel that eſcaped the fury of the tem - 
peſt was that where Periander was on board. 
He returned to Corcyra, where he fell into 
a deep melancholy; his courage had enabled 
him to bear up under the loſs of his dominions, 
but he could not ſupport the thoughts of Me- 
lifla's imagined. crime. He had loved her, and 
her only; he ſunk under the weight of his 
grief, and his mind was diſturbed to a degree 
of diſtraction, ,,, ... e ek 
In the mean while Meliſſa, who was ſtill hut 
* up in the tower, believed Periander dead, and 
In wept bitterly for him; ſhe ſaw herſelf expoſed 
of BW afreſh to the inſults of a harbarous prince, who 
* could commit the greateſt crimes without hor - 
he ror. While The was imploring the help of the 
gods, and conjuring them to protect her inno- 
cence; the perſon under whoſe charge Procles 
' hadJeft:her, being touched with her misfor- 
tunes, informed her that Periander was living, 


and offered: to conduct her with her ſon to him. 

They all three eſcaped, and travelling in the 

night chrongh by - ways got in a few days out 
n 2 | 
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of the territory of Corinth ; but they wander- 
ed long upon the coaſt of the Ionian ſea, be- 
fore they could paſs over to Corcyra. Procles, 
mad with rage and deſpair at the eſcape of 
the queen, contrived. means to confirm. Perian- 
der in his ſuſpicions, and to make him believe 
that Meliſſa who would very ſoon be with him 
intended to poiſon him. The unfortunate king 
of Corinth liſtened with greedineſs to every 
thing that could. inflame his jealouſy, and in- 
creaſe his. rage. 

In the mean awhile Meliſſa and Lycophron 
arrived with their conductor in Corcyra, and 
Kaſtened to ſee Periander; he was not in his 
palace, but in a gloomy foreſt, whither he of - 
ten retired to indulge his grief; he no ſooner 
perceived the queen at a diſtance, but it awa- 
Kened all his jealouſy, and made him, furious; 
He ran towards her; ſhe ſtretched out her 
arms to receive him, but as ſoon as he came 
near her, he drew his dagger and plunged it 
in her boſom, She fell with theſe words, Ah 
Periander ! is it thus you reward my love and 
fidelity ? She would have proceeded, but death 
put an end to all her misfortunes, and her ſoul 
flew away to the Elyſian fields, there to receive 
the recompence of her virtue. Lycophron be- 
Held his mother vekering in her blood, he burſt 
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into tears and cried out: Revenge, juſt gods, 
revenge the death of an innocent mother, up- 
on a barbarous father, whom nature forbids 
me to punith ! This ſaid, he ran away into the 
wood, reſolving never to ſee his father more. 
The faithful Corinthian who had accompani- 
ed the queen and prince to Corcyra, let Perian- 
der then know the innocence and fidelity of 
Meliſſa, and all the miſeries which Procles had 

.made her ſuffer in her impriſonment, | 
The wretched king perceived his credulity too 
Jate, gave way to his deſpair, and would have 
ſtabbed himſelf with the ſame poniard, but was 
prevented; he threw himſelf upon the body of 
Meliſſa, and often repeated theſe words: Great 
Jupiter! compleat by thy thunder-bolts the 
puniſhment which men hinder me from finiſh- 
ing! Ah Meliſſa! Meliſſa! ought thy tender- 
eſt love to have concluded thus with the moſt 
-barbarous cruelty ? It was with great difficul- 
ty he was forced away from that fatal place 
and led away to his palace; he continued to- 
refuſe all conſolation, and reproached his | 
Friends with cruelty, for ſeeking to preſerve 4 
life which he deteſted, There Mas no way to 
-quiet bis mind but by repreſenting to him that 
he alone could puniſh the crimes of Procles; 
this hope ſoothed the anguiſh of his ſoul, and 
ÞP 4 
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he grew calm, He went among all his allies, 
repreſenting his misfortunes and the uſurper's 
erimesʒ the Thebans lent him troops, he be- 
fieged Corinth, took Procles priſoner, and ſa- 
crificed him upon Meliſſa's tomb. But Lyco- 
phron remained ſtill at Corcyra, and refuſed to 
return to Corinth, that he might not ſee a fa - 
ther who was the murderer of a virtuous mo- 
ther, whom he had tenderly loved. Perian- 
der dragged on the reſt of his unhappy life 
without enjoying his grandeur; he had ſtab- 
ed 2a wife whom he adored; he loved a ſon 
who could not endure the Gght of him, At 
length he reſolved to lay down his royalty, 
crown his ſon, and retire into the iſland of Cor- 
cyra, there for ever to lament his misfortunes, 
and expiate in retirements. the crimes he had 
committed. With theſe views he ordered a 
veſſel to Corcyra to bring Lycophron to Co- 
rinth, The king impatient for his ſon's arri 
val, t often to the ſea · ſide, the ſhip at 
length appeared, Periander run with eagerneſs 
upon the ſhore to embrace his only ſon, but 
how great was his ſurpriſe and grief, when he 
beheld Lycophron in a coffin ! the Coreyreans 
groaning under the yoke of Periander, whoſe 
eruelties they abhorred, had revolted; and to 
cx for ever the tyrant's race, choſe bar- 
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'barous iſlanders had aſſaſſmated the young 


prince, and had ſent his dead body in the veſ- 
ſel, as a teſtimony of their eternal hatred. Pe- 
riander ſtruck with this ſad ſpectacle entered 
deeply into himſelf, diſcerned the wrath of hea- 
ven and cried out, 1 have violated the oath 
made to a dying father; I have refuſed to re- 
tore liberty to my countrymen. O Meliſſa ! O 
Lycophren ! O vengeful gods! I have but too 
well deſerved all theſe calamitfes which over- 
whelm me! he then appointed a pompous fu - 
neral, and commanded all the people to be pre- 
ſent at it: ſome days after he ordered two ſlaves 
to go by night to a certain place, and kill the 
firſt man they ſhould meet, and then throw his 
body into the ſea; the king went thither him- 
ſelf and was murdered; his body could never 
be found to receive the honours of burial, nor 
could his ſhade which wanders upon the banks 

of Styx ever enter the manſion of heroes, What 

a dreadful ſeries of crimes and-misfortunes ! 

the huſband ſtabs bis wife, rebellious ſubjects 

aſſaſſinate their prince, the tyrant procures his 

own murder, and the avenging juſtice of the 

gods purſues him beyond the grave, How 

dreadful a ſpeRacle, and how inſtructive a leſſon 

for Cyrus !- He n haſte to leave a place ſo 

full of horror. 
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YRUS leaving Corinth and croſſing Boeo- 

tia, entered Attica, and ſoon after arrived 
at Athens, where Piſiſtratus then reigned: the 
young prince was ſeized with admiration when 
he beheld the edifices, temples and ſplendid 
Tiches of a city-where the liberal arts flouriſh- 
ed; he came at length to the king's palace: 
It was of a noble but plain kind of architecture; 
all the ornaments of the building ſeemed neceſ- 
ary parts of it; upon the freezes were repre- 
Tented, in bas relief. the labours of Hercules, 
«the exploits of Theſeus, the birth of Pallas and 
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the death of:Codrus, A vaſt portico · of pillars, 
f the Ionic order, led into a great gallery a- 
lorned with paintings, braſs and marble fta- 
mes, and with every thing that could. engage 
the eye and charm the ſight. | 
piſiſtratus received the Prince with joy, and 
nade him ſit down by him: the principal ſe- 
ators, with ſeveral young Athenians, ſeated 
temſelves round them upon rich carpets. A 
magnificent. repaſt, according to the mode of 
the country, was ſerved up: the moſt delicious. 
vines were , poured into golden cups finely 
rrought, but the Athenian politeneſs which 
taſoned the converſations of Piſiſtratus, was 
the prinejpal delicacy of the feaſt, During the- | 
gale the king entertained Cyrus with a gene- 
account of the revolutions which had hap- 
ened in the ſtate in higgtime ; of his exile, miſ- 
frrunes and reſtoration, after having been 
twice dethroned. He dexterouſly painted fortn 
u the moſt odious colours all the diſorders. of 
popular government, that he might create 
n abhorrence of it. He ſeaſoned his diſcourſe 
vich hiſtorical remarks and lively ſtrokes of 
it, which delighted all the aſſembly, Thus 
ilftratus artfully made uſe of the charms of 
caaverſation, and of the freedom uſual at ban - 
Mts, to confirm his authority and gain the 
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good will of the Athenians, The ſenators anc o 

© young men who heard him, ſeemed to forget deſign 
their natural averſion to monarchy. Cyrus by Worc 
this example perceived with pleaſure the em- left h 
pire which princes, by their amiable qualities, Tl 
may gain over the hearts even of thoſe who are libert 
he greateſt enemies to their power. ed hi 
The next day Cyrus ſignified to piſiſtratus, a del 

' | his/ impatieace to be acquainted with Solon, MY it th 
whoſe reputation was ſpread over all Aſia. This they 
philoſopher after his travels, had refuſed at tains 
firſt to return to Athens, becauſe Pifiſtratus had fide \ 
got himſelf declared king; but having under-Wl moſt 
ſtood with how much wiſdom and moderation fie t 
he governed, he was reconciled to him. The pene: 
ſage had choſen. his habitation upon Mars. Hill, our 
dilta 


here was held the famous council of Areopa- 
gus, near the tomb of the Amazons. PiſiſtratusM loſe 
would himſelf conduct the young prince thi-W 52+ 

ther, and preſent him to the Athenian law- - gl term 
ver. Solon, though. in a very advanced age, i J W 
ſill preſerved the remains of bis ſprightly ge- 
nius, that chearfulneſs and thoſe beauties 0 itſelf 
the mind which never grow old, He embraced O l 
Cyrus with that affectionate neſs which 
is 2 to old men, when young perſons ſeek 
their counſels and converſation in order to learn 


om, . Piliſtratus knowing that the prinee's 
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deſign in viſiting Solon was to inform himſelf 
thoronghiy of the Athenian laws, red _ 
left them alone. a 
That they might diſcourſe with the greater 
liberty, and more agreeably, the ſage conduct- 
ed him to the top of the hill, where they found 
a delightful verdure, and ſeated themſelves 
at the foot of a ſacred oak, From this place 
they beheld the fertile plains and craggy moun- 
tains of Attica, which bounded the view on one 
ſide with an agreeable mixture of every thing 
moſt ſmiling and wild in nature: on the other 
fide the Saronic gulph widening by degrees, o- 


-atus, 
olon, 
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The pened a proſpect of ſeveral iffands, which ap- 
Hill, peared to float upon the waves. At a greater 
opa-diſtance the riſing coaſts of Argolis ſeemed to 
atusl loſe themſelves in the clouds, while the Great 


thi- Sea, which looked as if it touched the ſkies, 
-gi- terminated the view, and relieved the eye,wea- 
TY Wl with ſurveying ſo great a variety of objects. 
ge- Below was the city of Athens, which extended 

itſelf upon the declivity of a hill; the numer- 


oF ous buildings roſe one above another, and their | 
:þ WM different ſtructure ſhewed the different ages of 


the republic; its firſt ſimplicity in the heroic 
ages, and its riſing magnificence in the time of 
Solon: in one part might be ſeen temples with 
ſacred groves, magnificent palaces with gar- 
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dens, and a great number of ſtately houſes of 
a regular architecture: in another a great ma- 
ny towers, high walls and little irregular build: 
ings. which diſcovered the warlike-and ruſtic 
taſte of antient times: the river Illiſus which 
flowed near the city, and winded through the 
meadows, added a thonſand natural beavties 
to thoſe of art. It was in this agreeable place 
that Cyrus deſired Solon to give him an account 
of the ſtate of Greece, and particularly off A- 
thens; and the wiſe law-giver ſatisfied his cu» 
rioſity in the following manner. N 
All the Grecian families are deſcended from 
Hellen, ſon of Deucalion, whoſe three children: 
gave their names to the three nations of Gteeks, 
the Aeolians, Dorians and Ionians, Theſe built 
themſelves ſeveral cities, and from thoſe cities 
eame Hercules, Theſeus, Minos, and all thoſe 
firſt heroes to whom divine honours are paid, 
in order to ſhew that virtue can be fully re- 
warded only in heaven; Egypt firſt inſpired 
the Greeks with a taſte for arts and ſciences, in- 
itiated them into her myſteries, and gave them 
both gods and laws. Greece, being thus ci- 
vilized, formed herſelf by degrees into ſeveral 
republics, The ſupreme council, of the Am- 
phictions, compoſed of the deputies of the 
principal cities united them all in the ſame 
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view, which was to preſerve. independance a 
broad; and union at home. This excellent con- 
duct kept them clear of an unbridled licenti- 
ouſneſs, and inſpired them with the love o a: 
liberty regulated by laws, but theſe pure max- 
ims did not always ſubſiſt : every thing dege · 


their vieiſſitudes in the body politic, as health 
and ſtrength have in the natural. 


pal. The character of Athens is wit, elegance, 


nerates among men; viſdom and virtue have 


Amongſt all theſe republics, Athens and Las 
tedaemon are without compariſon the princi- 


politeneſs, all the amiable and ſocial virtues. 
That of the Spartans is fortitude, temperance, 
military virtue, and reaſon ſtript of all orna- 
ment. The Athenians love the ſciences and plea 
ſures, their great propenfity is to voluptuouſe 
neſs, The life of the Spartans is laborious and? 
ſevere; all their paſſions have a turn to ambi- 
tion. From the different genius of theſe nati» 
ons have proceeded the different forms and re- 
volutions of their governments. Lycurgus fol- 
lowed the auſterity of his natural temper, and 
conſulted the ſavage fierceneſs of his fellow - ci- 
tizens in his reformations at Lacedaemon: he 
conſidered the happineſs of his country. as pla- 
ced in conqueſt and dominion ; and upon that 


plan formed all the laws of Sparta, in which 
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you have been inſtructed: 11 
me to imitate him. ; 

Athens in the beginning had Kings: but they 
were ſuch only in name, and not abſolute as at 
Lacedaemon. The genius of the Athenians 
were ſo different from that of the Lacedaemo- 
nians, that it made regal power inſupportable 
to them. The authority of their kings being 
almoſt wholly confined to the command of their 
armies vaniſhed in time of peace: we reckon 
ten from Cecrops to Theſeus, and ſeven from 
Theſeus to Codrus, who made a ſacrifice of 
himſelf to the ſafety of his country: his chil- 
dren, Medon and Nileus, diſputed for the 
throne. The Athenians took this occaſion to 
aboliſh intirely the regal power, and declared 
Jupiter ſole king of Athens; a ſpecious pretext 
to favour rebellion, and to ſhake off the yoke 
of all ſettled authority. In the place of kings, 
they created perpetual governors, under the 
name of Archons; but even this faint image 
of royalty appeared odious. That they might 
not leave ſo much as a thadow of regal power, 
they eſtabliſhed decennial Archons; nor was 
their reſtleſs humour yet ſatisfied: they redu- 
ced the duration of thoſe magiſtrates to one 
year, that they might the oftener take into their 
own hands the ſupreme authority, which they 
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never transferred to their magiſtratei but with 
regret. So limited a power was but ill quali- 
fied to keep ſuch reſtleſs ſpirits within hounds z 
factions; intrigues and cahuis ſprung every day: 
each man with a book. of laws in his hands, 
was*for diſputing about the ſenſe of them, 
Men of the moſt-lively. imagurationsare com 
monly the · leaſt ſolid, and che moſt apt to create 
broils; they think everything due to theit᷑ ſu- 
per ficial talents: under pretence that all men 
are born equal, they endeavour to confound 
all ranks, and preack-up a chimerical equal - 
ty, only that they thomſelves may get the a- 
ſeendant. The council of Areopagus, inſtitut - 
ed by Cecrops, reverenced throughout att 
Greece, and fo. famous for its integrity, that 
the gods are ſaid to have reſpectedł its dexiſi- 
ens, had no langer-any aothorizy: the! people 
judged of every thing in the laſt reſort, but 
their reſolutions were not fixed and ſteady; bes 
cauſe the multitude is always humour ſome and 
inconſtant. The ſmalleſt umbrages heighten · 
ed the pre ſumption, provoked the fally and 
armed the fury of che multitude corrupted by 

an exceſſive / liberty. Athens continued thus a 
ne long time · under an impoſſibility of extending 
ir her dominion; happy in being able to preſerve 
5 WM herſelf from total deſtruction, amidſt diſſenti. 
vor. I. | . 2 
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ons which rent her in pieces. Such was the fi- 
tuation rn 
n calamities. 

Gre A 8 
n neee e eee penn 
and was cured of them by the love af ſcignce, 
for which the gods had given me a taſte from 
my-infancy. I applied myſelf to the ſtudy of 
morality and policy, in which 1 found charms 
that ſoon gave me a diſguſt for g ſooſe and a diſ- 
orderly life. The intoxication” of my paſſions 
being diſpelled by ſerious reflections, I beheld 
with concern the ſad condition of my cquntry ; 
I turned my thoughts to provide a remedy, 
and communicated my ſcheme to Piſiſtratus, 
who was likewiſe come off from the. follies of 
youth. You ſee; faid I to him, the miſeries 
which threaten us: an unbridled licentiouſneſs 
has taken the place. of true liberty; you are 
deſcended from Gecreps, and I from Codrus : 
we have more right to pretend to.the royal 
power than.any other, but let us take care not 
to: aſpire to it. It would be a dangerous er- 
change of paſſions, to forſake ſenſuality, which 
hurts only ourſelves, in order to purſue ambi- 


tion, which might be the ruin of our country: 


let us endeavour to be ſerviceable to her without 
attempting to bring her under our GI 
(e) Nut. life of Solon. 
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An eceafion ſoon proſthred to fadilitate my 
projets, The Atheritans choſe mo to be chief 
of un oxprdition againſb the Megarians, whe 
Wad ferzed: the iſſund/of Sahamis. I embarked 
with five hundred men, made a deſtenx upow 
che aſland, took the city, and drove way the 
enemy They fill in fiſted on the juſineſb of 
eit pretenſions, aud choſe tlie Lacedæ moni- 
ats to be Judges of it: I: pteried the cποwð ian 
bauſo aid guined ſt. Having by theſe d&ivne 


acquired eredit among my coantrytnen, they 
preſſed moe to Accept of che degal dighity, but £ 
refuſed it, and applied myſei to e = 
Ke cite ih quatiry of Archon. en770 

- The firft ———— ů 
calive power of the people. Nonarchiegl au- 
thority moteritted by a fenats, was The primi⸗ 
five form of government in all wiſe:ndtions; 
I'was defirons to tate Lycurgus in the alta; 
bliſhiſſent of it, but was too well acquailired 
with the natural renper of my countr ymeu to 
undertake it. 1 knew that if they ſuffered 
themſelves to be ſtripped of the ſovereĩgi p 
er / they world ſoon take it back again by open 
violenes: I rherefare contented myſelf with 
ſerting boumds to it. 1 was thoroughly ſen: 
fible that no ſtate can ſubſiſſ without ſome ſub- 
mo e diſtribured the people mito four 
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<laſſes, and choſe an hundred men out of each 
claſs, whom I added to the council of 
gus; '-ſhewed theſe chiefs that ſovereign au- 
thority of what kind ſoever is but a neceſſary 
evil for preventing greater evils ; and that it 
ought only to be employed to reſtrain mens 
paſſions. I repreſented to the people the miſ- 
chiefs they ard 
up to their own fury: by this meat I diſpoſ 
ed the one to xommantt with ed al 
the other to obey with readinefs. 
I eauſed thoſe to be puniſhed ſeverely who 
taught, that All men are born equal, chat me- 
Tit only ought to regulate ranks, and that the 
greateſt merit a man can have is wit. I made 
Be eee of the fatal eonſequen- 
ſuch-falſe maxims, 4 proved to them 
S erties” which” hath: mon 
talked of, is a chimera founded upon the poe- 
tical fables of the companions of Cadmus and 
the children of Deucalion ; that there never 
was A time, in which men roſe in that manner 
out of the earth. in a ſtate of perfect manhood; 
that it was ridiculous to offer the ſports of the 
imagination for principles; that ever ſince the 
golden age, the order of generation had made 
a neceſſary dependence and inequality among 
men; and laſtiy, chat patetnal authority had 


res 
of 
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been the firſt mgge] of all governments. I 
made a law, by which every man who had giv- 
en no other proof of his good ſenſe, than lively 
ſallies o imagination, flerid diſcourſes, and the 
talent of talking upon all ſubjecto, without go- 
ing to the bottom of any ching, was declared 
incapable of public employments, 158 | 
Here Cyrus interrupted Solon, and ſaid to 
him : But after all,, methinks, merit is what 

ought to- make the diſtindtion among men. 
Wit is the loweſt ſort of merit, becauſe it is al- 
ways dangerous when alone; but wiſdom, vir- 
tue and valour, give a natural right to-govern. 
He alone ought to command others. who has 
moſt wiſdom to diſcover what is juſt, moſt vir · 
tue to adhere to it, and moſt courage to put it 
in execution, Merit, replied Solon; eſſentially 
diſtinguiſhes men, andoughtſolely to determine 
ranks; but ignorance and paſfions often hin» 
der us from diſcerning it; felf-love makes each 
man pretend to it; the moſt deſerving are the 
moſt modeſt, and. never ſeek to rule. Beſides, 
that which appears to be virtue, is ſometimes 
nothing but a deceitful maſ. Diſputes, diſ- 
cord and illuſion, would be endleſs, if there was. 
not ſome rule more fixed, certain and palpable 
than merit alone, whereby to ſettle ranks and 

degrees, - Theſe ranks are regulated iu ſmall 
Qz 
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republics by election, and, ia great monarchics 
dy birth. I conſeſd it ĩs an evi to grant dig · 
nities where there is no real merit, but it is a 
neceſſary evil, and this neceſſity makes the dif- 
fexence between the natural and civil right z 
the one js always conformable to the moſt per- 
fect juſtice, the other is oſten unjuſt in the con · 
ſequences, but is necaſſary to prevent confuſion. 
It was not fo (@) under the reigu of Saturn ; 
in that golden age God was the univerſal prince: 
and common father of all; he bimſelf took 
care of the ſuſtenance. af men, and governed 
them ; he was their guardian and ſhepherd ; 
there. were then no magiſtrates nor civil polity 
as now, every one followed THE LAW WHICH 
15, and not that WIA HAS ABEN Nabe. 
Under: the reign of Jupiter, the mpſter of the 
univerſe, having, as it were, guitted the reins 
of his empire, kid himſelf in an inacceſſible re- 
treat, the toundations of the world were ſhak · 
en by motions contrary to its. principle and its 
end, and it loſt its beauty and its luſtre ; then 
it was that good and evil were mingled toge- 
ther ; ignorance and paſſions made civil laws 
and civil magiſtrates neceſſary ; theſe laws are 
often impetſect, and theſe magiſtrates are not 
always good; but we are. obliged to obſerve 
the one and ſubmit to the other, leſt the world 

(a) See Dice. 
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ſhould fall into perpetual anarchy. All men 
are brethren, and each man has a right to what 
ever he has need of; they are children of the 
ſame father, and no one ſhould lord it over 
another; but if there were not laws eftabliſh- 
ad to ſettle ranks and property among men, the 
avarice and ambition of the ſtrongeſt would 
invade all: theſe laws are not always founded 
upon what is belt in _itfelf, but upon what is 
leaſt miſchievous to ſociety, Such is the ſource. 
muſt return upon earth before merit alone will 
determine the fortunds of men; at preſent we 
muſt often content ourſelves with tefs equitable 
deciſions. Ranks and dignities are, after all, 
but the ſhadows. af real grandeur, The ex- 
ternal teſpect which is paid to them is likewile 
but the ſhadow of that eſteem which belongs 
to virtue alone. Is it not an inſtance of great 
wiſdom in the firſt law-givers,-to have preſery- 
ed order in fociety by eſtabliſhing ſuch regula · 
tions, chat thoſe, Who have only the ſhadow 
of virtue, are ſatisfied with the ſhadow of eſteem? 
I aanderſtand you, ſaid Cyrus, ſovereignty 
and ranks ave neceſſary evils to keep the paſſi- 
ons within bounds. -- The lower ſorts ſhonld 
be content with meriting the internal eſteem 
ef men, by their plain and mcilelt virtue; aud 

44 | 
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ie great ſhould be perſuaded that nothing but 
out ward homage will be paid them unleſs they 
have trus merit. By this means the one ſort 
will not be dejected or repine atitheir low con- 
dition, nov the other pride themſelves. in their 
grande ur; men will become ſenſible that kings 
are neceflary; and kings will not forget that 
they are men 5 each man will keep himſelf with 
in his own ſphere, and the order of ſociety wilt 
not be diſturbed; I fee- clearly the beauty of 
this principle, — ——— 
— — ere ee 
Thee ſecond ſource of the miſeries of Athens, 
Kid Solon, was che exceflive riches of ſome; 
Tible inequality in a popular government oc- 
caſioned eternal difcordt 1 queſt not attempt 
to remedy this miſchief by eſtabliſhing a com- 
munity of goods as at Sparta; the-genius of 
the Athenians, which carries them to luxury 
and pleaſures, would never have ſuffered ſuch 
an equality: but in oder to diminiſh our evils, 
F cancelled all debta; 1 began by remitting 
thoſe which were due to ne; | enfranchiſed all 
my ſlaves, and forbad any one for the future 
to pledge his liberty for what he borrowed, I 
never taſted ſo much pleaſure as in / relieving 
the m ſerable; I was ſtill eh, but 1 thought 
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myſelf poor becauſe I had not enough to diſtri» 
bute ſamething to all the unfortunate ; | eſta» 
bliſhed at Athens this uſeful. maxim, that. all 
tho members of. the ſame. common wealth ought. 
to feel and compaſſionate the. miſeries ot (na 
another, ag parts of the. ſame. body. EE 
The. third ſource of. our calamĩties was the 
multiplicity, of laws, which. is. as evident a to- 
ken of. the corruption of a ſtate, as a. diverſity 
of medicines of the diſtempers of. bodies. Here 
again I. could not. imitate. Lyeurgus:; commu: 
nity. of. goods and. an equality of. all the mem · 
bers ob a. republic, render, uſeleſa · a great many 
las and forms, which. are abſolutely neceſſary 
where there is an inequality of ranks.and pro · 
perty, Icontented-myſelf with abeliſhing all 
thoſe laws- which ſerved only 40- exerciſe the 
fubtle genius ofthe ſophiſtsy and {kill of the 
Hhwyers; reſerving only a ſmall number of ſuch 
I put a ſtop to contentious- chicane; that mon- 
ſtrous invention of orafty knaves.to elade ju - 
mination of law · ſuits, and ordained ſevero and 
diſgraceful puniſhments for the magiſtrates, 
who-ſhould Jengthen them beyond the bounds 
preſcribed; laſtly, I repealed the too ſevere 
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the great ſhould be perſuaded that nothing but 
out ward homage wilt be paid them unleſs they 
have true merit. By this means the one ſort 
will not be dejected or repine atitheir low con- 
dition, nov the other pride themſelves: in their 
grandeur ; men will become ſenſible that kings 
are neceſſary; and kings will not forget that 
hey are men 5 each mau wil keep himſelf with- 
in bis own ſphere, and the order of ſociety will 
not be diſturbed; 1 fee clearly the beauty of 
this principle, and am very —— 
—— ite d £5 Ss 

- The ſecond ſource of the miſcries of Acbens, 
Kid Solon, was the exceflive riches of ſome; 
and the extreme poverty of others; this ter- 
rible inequality in a popular government oc · 
caſioned eternal diſcord t 1 durſt not attempt 
to remedy this miſchief by eſtabłiſhing a com- 
munity of goods as at Sparta; the · genius of 
the Athenians, which carries them to luxury 
and pleaſures, would never have ſuffered ſuch 
an equality: but in order to diminiſh our evils, 
I cancelled all 'debts; I began by remitting 
thoſe which were due tome; I enfranchiſed all 
to pledge his liberty for what he borrowed. 1 
never taſted ſo mach pleaſure as in / relieving 
the m ſerable; 1 was lilli nich, but 1 thought 
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myſelf poor becauſe I had not enough to diſtri» 
bute ſamething.to all the unfortunate ; | eſta» 
bliſhed at Athens this uſeful. maxim, that. all 
the members of. the ſame. commenwealth ought. 
to feel and compaſſionate the. miſeries of n 
another, ag parts of. the. ſame. body, JESS 


The. third. ſource of. our calamities. was the 


multiplicity, of laws, which. is. as exident a to- 
ken of. the corruption of a ſtate, as a. diverſity 
of. medicines of the diſtempers of: bodies. Here 
again I. could not. imitate. Lycurgus:; commu : 
nity. of. goods and. an equality of. all the mem; 
bers ob a. republic, render. uſelefs.a: great many 
lavs and forms, which. are abſolutely neceſſary 
where there is an inequality of ranks.and pro · 
perty. h:contented-myſelf with abeliſhing all 
thoſe la ws · which ſerved only 10- exerciſe the 
ſubele genius ofthe ſophiſte and {kill of the 
Hhwyers, reſerving only a ſmall number of ſuch 
I put a ſtop to content ious chieane that mon» 
ſtrous invention of orafty knaves to elade ju- 
ſtice; I ſtred certaim times. for the final deter · 
mination of law · ſuits, and ordained ſevere and 
diſgraceful puniſhments for the magiſtrates, 
who · ſnould Jengthen them beyond the bounds 
preſcribed; laſtly,” I repealed the too ſevere 


th 
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tranſgreſſions and the greateſt crimes equally 
with death; and 1 proportioned” the puniſh; 
ment to the offence, 

The fourth ſource of our misfortunes was 
the bad education of children ; none but ſuper- 
' ficial qualities, wit, bright imaginxtion, and 
gallantry, were eultivated in young perſons; 
the heart, reaſon, noble ſentiments, ; and ſolid 
virtnes, were neglected; the value hoth of men 
and things was rated by appearances and not 
by reality; the Athenians were ſerious about 
trifles, and looked upon ſolid matters as too 
abſtracted. In order to prevent theſe miſchiefs, 
l ordained that the council of Areopagus ſhould 
Fuperiatend the education of children: I would 
not have them educated in ſuch ignorance as 
the Spartans, nor canfined as before to the ſtu- 
dy of eloquence, poeſy, and thoſe ſcxences which 


ferve only to adorn the imaginatian: I would 


have them apply their thoughts to all thoſe 
kinds of knowledge which help as fortify rea- 
fon, habituate the mind to attention, and are 


ferviceahle for acquiring penetration and judg- 


ment; the proportion of numbers, the calcu- 
lation of the geleſtiab motions, the ſtructure of 
the univerſe, the great art of knowing how to 
mount up to firſt principles, deſcend. to canſe- 
guences, and diſeover che whole ferigs. of trutha 
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with their dependence upon one another. 
Theſe ſpeculative ſciences, nevertheleſs, ſerve 
only to exerciſe and cultivate the mind in cars 
ly youth. The Athenians in à riper age ap- 
ply themſelves to the ſtudy of the laws, policy 
and hiſtory, to learn the revolutions of empires, 
the cauſes of their riſe, and the occaſions of 
their fall; in a. word, to every thing which 
may contribute to. the knowledge of man and 
of men (a). 

The fifth and laſt ſource of our evils was a5. 
immoderate fondneſs for pleaſures ; I knew 
that the temper of the Athenians required a- 
muſements and public hows; L was ſenſib le 
that I could not ſubdue thoſe republican and 
untractable ſouls, but hy making uſe of their 
mclinatian towards. pleaſure, to. captivate and 
inſtruct them. In theſe public ſhows.I cauſed 
to be repreſented the fatal conſequences of their 
diſunion, and of all the. vices prejudicial to ſo- 
ciety ; by this means multitudes of men aſſem - 
bled in the ſame place, were induced to ſpend 
whole hours in hearing leſſons, of a ſublinie 
morality; they would have been diſguſted 
with dry precepts and cold manims; and there 

(a) Piſiſtratus eſtabliſhed a kind of academy for culivat- 
ing all the ſciences, and erected a library containing a col- 
bebon of Al the ancient. poets, philoſophers and biſtorians, 
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vas no way to inſtruct, unite and correct them, 
but under pretence of amufing them, Such 
were my laws and inſtitutions. 

1 ſee very well, ſaid Cyrus, that you have 
conſulred'nature more than Lycurgus Has. done; 
Hut on tHe other hand, have you not been too 
indulgent to human weakneſs? it ſeems dan» 
gerous in a republic,. which Has always been 
inelined to voluptuoufneſs, to endeavour the 
uniting of men by their taſte for pleaſures. L 


eould not, replied Salbn, change the nature of 


my countrymen; my laws are not perfect, but 

are the beſt which they could hear. Lycur- 

gus found in the Spartans a genius apt to all 
Heroic virtues ; I fbund in the Atlienians a 
bent owarde ali che vſtes which make: men cf- 
feminate;' I vill venture to ſay, that the laws 
of Sparta, by carrying the virtues to an extreme, 
transform them into faults ; my laws, on the 
gontrary, tend to render even the weakneſſes 
of: men uſefu? to fociety; This is all that po» 
liey can do; ir does not change men's hearts; 
— 3 r 


vB — — Solon, to have pre- 
vented or cured the greateſt part of our evils 
by the eſtabliſhment of theſe laws, bat the reſt- 
leſineſs. of a. people accuſtomed; to. lioentioui- 


BESS PPSEIESZADP: 


Book V. of CY RVUS. 223 
nefs occaſioned me daily vetations: ſome blam· 
ed my regulations, others pretended not to un- 
derſtand them; ſome were for making additi- 
ons to them, others for retrenchiag them, I 
perceived then how ufelefs the moſt excellent 
laws are without à fixed and ſtable authority 
to put them in execution.” How unhappy is 
the lot of mortals ? by endeavouring to avoid 
the terrible evils of popular government, they 
run a riſque of falling into flavery by flying 
the inconveniengies of regal power, they be- 
come expoſed by degrees to anarchy. The 
path of juſt policy is bordered on both ſides 
with preripices. I ſaw that as yet 1 had done 
nothing. I went therefore to Piſiſtratus, and 
ſaid to him: ' You fee all · the endeavours I have 
uſed to cure the diſterapers of the ſtate; my 
remedies are all uſoleſs for want of a phyſician 
to apply them. This people is fo impatient 
under a yoke; that they dread: the empire of 
reaſon itſelf ; all ſubje&ion to laws is inſup · 
portable to them; every one is for reforming 
them after his own faſhion; I am going to ab» 
ſent myſelf from my · country for ten years; I 
ſhall avoid by that means the perplexity and 
trouble to which I am daily expoſed, of ſpoil - 
ing the ſimplicity of my laws by adding to them 

and multiplying them: endeavour to accuſtom 
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the Athenians to them in my abſence; and ſuf- 
fer no alteration in them 1 have refuſed to 
accept the regal dignity” which has been offer - 
ed me; a true legiſſator ought to be difintereſt- 
A; bat for you, Piſiſtratus, your military vir- 
tues qualify you for government, and your na- 
wral humanity! will binder you from abuſing 
your authority; make the Athenians fubject 
_ without making chem ſlaves, and reſtrain their 

Ticentiouſneſs Without taking away their liber- 
ty; avoid che title of King, and content your- 
felf with ther of Archon. Having taken this 
reſolution, I went to travel in Egypt and Afia, 

Piſiſtratus, in my abſence, mounted the throne, 
notwithſtziiding the aver ſion of the Athenians 
to regal power f His addreſs and his courage 
Miſed him to it, and Ms mitdneſ and modera- 
tion manta Nm on it; he qiſtinguiſties him- 
faf from his comntrymen chiefly by an exxR 
ſubmiſſion to the laws; and Kis manner of Tſe 
76 plain, without pepeantry and pomp, Be- 
fides, the Athenians reſpect him as he is de- 

ſcended from! Ceerops, and becauſe he has on- 
iy refumed the atthority of his anceſtors for 

the good of Nis country, As for m̃e, I ſpend 
my days here in folitude, without-meddiing 
with the government; I content myſelf with 
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laws when any diſpute ariſes about their mearis 
ing. The prince of Perſia ſaw clearly, by tho 
diſcourſe of Solon, the ineonveniencies of a po- 
pular government, and that deſpotic power in 
the nniltitude is more inſupportable than ab- 
ſolute authority in a ſingle perſon. 
Cyrus having inſtructed himſelf in the lawy 
of Solon and the government of the Atheniansg 
applied himſelf afterwards to learn their miliy 
tary ſtrength; it conſiſted chiefly in their fleets, | 
Piſiſtratus conducted him to Phalerus, a ma- 
ritime town. fituated at the mouth of the Iliſ- 
Tus ; this. was the ordinary place of retreat fon 
the Athenian ſhips; for the famous port Pyræ - 
us was made afterwards by Themiſtocles. 
They went down the river accompanied by 
Araſpes and ſeveral Athenians in a bark made 
on purpoſe; while delightful muſic, charmed 
the ear and governed the motion of the oars, 
the prince deſired the king of Athens to give 
him a more particular account chan he had 
done at firſt of the various revolutions which 
had happened under his reign. Pifiſtratus ſa 
tisfied his curiofity in the following manner: 
- (6) You know that when I firſt formed the 
deſign. of making myſelf king, the ſtate was 
rent in pieces by two factions; Megacles wag 


0) See Herod, Bb, x, and Phit, life of den. 
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the head of one party, and Lycurgus led the 
other; Solon put an end to our diviſions by 
his wiſe laws, and went ſoon aſter into Aſia. 
In his abſence'T gained the hearts of the peo - 
ple, and by artifice and addreſs obtained guards 
— prefhle; T made myſelf maſter of the 
fortrefs, and was proviaimed king. In order 
to engage more thoroughly the good-will of 
the people, I flighted any alliance with the 
princes of Greece, and married Phya daughter 
of a rich Athenian'of the Prancantribe. Love 
anited with poliey: beſides her ſurpriſing beau- 
ty, the had all the qualifies worthy of a throne, 
and all the virtues of a noble ſoul; 1 had lov- 
ed ber in my youth, 'but ambition hail divert · 
ed my paſion- | 

1 governed 84/8 vi 'but at 
tength the inconſtancy of the Athenians ſig- 
nally ſhewed itſelf anew. ' Lycurgus raiſed a 
murmuring againſt me, under pretence 
| was exhauſting the public treaſury to 
maintain uftleſs fleets; he artfully ſpreadit a- 
broad, that my only defign i in augmenting our 
naval ſtrength, was to make myſelf maſter of 
Greece, that 1 might afterwards invade the li- 
derty of the 'Athenians; and he laid u plot to 
take away my life; he communicated his de- 
6iga to Megacles, who abborred the treaſon, 
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and gave me notice of it, I took all poſſible 
precautions to avoid falling a victim to the jea- - 
louſy of Lycurgus, The traitor however found 
means to raiſe an inſurrection, and the fury of 
the people grew to ſuch a height, that they ſet 
fire to my palace in the night; I ran to the a- 
partment of Phya, but it was already conſum- 
ed by the flames, and I had but juſt time e- 
nough to ſave myſelf with my ſon Hippias; I 
eſcaped in the dark, and fled to the iſland of 
Salamis, where I concealed myſelf two whole 
years: I doubted not but that Phya had periſh- 
ed in the flames; and how great ſoever my am- 
bition was, her death affe ted me . more 
than the loſs of my croẽwn. 

During my exile the animoſity of th 
againſt Lycurgus revived, and their differences 
threw the city again into the utmoſt confuſion : 
I gave Megacles notice of the condition 1 was 
in, and the place of my retreat; he ſent a pro» 
poſal to me to return to Athens, and offered 
me his daughter in marriage: In order to en- 
gage the Athenians to come into our mea- 
ſures, we had recourſe to religion, and carrup- 
ted the prieſts of Minerva; I left the iſland of Sa- 
lamis; Megacles came and joined me at a tem- 
ple ſome furlongs from Athens ; he was accom- 
panied by ſeveral ſenators and a crowd of peo- 

vor. I. R | 
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ple ; ſacrifices were offered, and the entrails of 
the vidims examined, upon which the high- 
prieſt declared in the name of the goddeſs, that 
Her city (could not be happy but by my reſto- 
ration, whereupon I was crowned with ſolem- 
nity. The better to impoſe upon the people, 
Megacles choſe out from among the young. 
prieſteſſes, her who was of the moſt majeſtit 
ſtature, and armed her like the daughter of 
Jupiter; ſhe wore the dreadful Aegis upon her 
breaſt, and held in ker hand à ſhining lance, 
but her face was veiled: FEfeated myſelf with 
Hef in a triumphal chariot, and we were con- 
ducted to the city; trumpeters and heralds went 
before, and cried with a loud voice, People of 
Athens, receive Piſiſtratus whom Minerva re- 
ſolving to honour above all other mortals 
brings back to yon by her prieſteſd ſ e). The 
gates of the town were immediately opened, 
and we went directly to the fortreſs where my 
marriage was to be celebrated; the prieſteſs 
ſtept don from her chariot, and taking me 
by the hand, led me into the inner appartment 
_ of the palace: as ſoon as we were alone ſhe 
took off her veil, and I perceived that it was 
-Phya; imagine the tranſports of my joy; my 
n both crowned the 
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ſame day; ſhe gave me a brief account of her 
eſcaping the flames, and of her retiring to the 
temple of Minerva _— the report of my un- 
doubted death. 

Megacles, ſeeing all his projets W 
ed by the queen's return, employed his thoughts 


to diſpoſſeſs me again; he perſuaded himſelf 


that 1 had acted in concert with Phya to de- 


ceive him by falſe hopes: he ſpread a rumour 


at Athens that I had corrupted the pontif, and 
had abuſed religion to-impoſe upon the people: 
they roſe in arms againſt me a ſecond time, and 
beſieged the fortreſs ; Phya ſeeing the cruel ex- 
tremities to which I was reduced, and appre- 
hending the effects I might feel of the fury of 
a ſuperſtitious and enraged multitude, reſol- 
ved to leave me; ſhe thought herſelf obliged 
to ſacriſice her own happineſs to that of her 
country, and Minerva withont doubr inſpired 
her to make this ſacrifice, So great an exant- 
ple of generoſity filled me with admiration, d. 
verwhelmed me with ſorrow, and redoubled 
my love, Megagles being informed of Phya 
flight, offered me peace, upon condition that 
would divorce the queen and marry his daugh- 
ter; but I reſolved to renounce my crown, ra- 
ther than be falſe to my duty and my love. 
be ſiege was ; renewed with more vigour tab 
R 2 
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ever, and after a long veſiſtance I was obliged 
to give way to the ſtorm; 1 left Attica and 
made my eſcape into Euboea. 

I wandered a great while i in that country, 
41 being diſcovered and perſecuted by Mega- 
cles, I retired into the iſland of Naxos: I en- 


' tered into the temple of Minerva to pay my 
.devotion to the protectreſs of Athens; juſt as l 


had ended my prayer, I perceived an urn upon 
the altar, and going nearit, I read this inſcrip- 
tion: © Here reſt the aſhes of Phya, whole love 


to 3 and her country made her a wil- 
© ling victim to their happineſs. This moprn- 


ful ſpectacle renewed all my ſorrows, yet I could 
not tear myſelf away from that fatal place: I 


often went to the temple to bewail my misfor- 


tune; it was my only remaining conſolation in 


this lonely condition, in which I ſuffered hun- 


ger, thirſt, the inclemency. of the ſeaſons, and 
all ſorts of miſery. One-day while I was plung- 
ed in the moſt melancholy reflexions and in a 
profound ſilence, I knew not whether in a vi- 
ſion or a divine dream, but the temple ſeemed to 
ſhake, and the Pofictoopet'; I Id Miner- 
va in the air in the ſame form as when ſhe came 
out of the head of Jupiter, and 1 heard her 
pronounce theſe words in a majeſtic and threa- 


tening tune: It is thus the gods puniſh thoſe 
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© who abuſe religion, by making it ſabſervient 
© to their ambition.” My ſoul was ſeized-with 
a ſacred horror; the preſence of the goddeſs 
confounded me, and laid open before my eyes' 
all my crimes; I continued a great while with- 
out ſenſe or mation; from that time my heart 
was changed; 1. diſcerned the true ſource of 
all my misfortunes; I deteſted that falſe policy 
which makes uſe of wiles, artifice and mean diſ- 
ſimulation; I reſolved for the future toemploy 
no methods but what were noble, juſt and mag - 
nanimous, and to make it my endeavour to 
render the Athenians happy, in caſe the gods 
{þould be appealed, and ſhquld ſuffer me to re- 
aſcend the throne: the gods were appeaſed, 


and delivered me from my exile, My ſan Hip- 


pias engaged the, Argians and ſeveral cities 
of Greece to aſſiſt me; I went. and joined him 
in Attica: I firſt took Marathon and then ad- 
vanced towards Athens; the Athenians' came 
out of the city to give me battle; I ſent ſome 
children on horſe back to them, to aſſure them 


that I did not come to invade their liberties, 
but to reſtore the laws of Solon: this modera+ 


tion removed their fears, they received me with 


acclamations of joy, and I aſcended the throne 


a third zime, My reign has never ſince been 
diſturbed ; but I underſtand that Megacles who 
R 3 
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has retired to Corinth has engaged the Corin- 


thians to lend him a fleet, and I am daily mak - 


ing preparations to wichſtand the invaſion with 
which he threatens me. 


piſiſtratus was in this manner diſcourſing 


with Cyrus, when they arrived at Phalerus; the 
Haven ſtretched itſelf i in form of a rn 
great chains went from one ſide to the other 
to be a barrier to the ſhips, while ſeveral tow- 
ers at certain diſtances ſerved to defend the 
mole. The two princes went up with Araſpes 
to a temple of Venus built upon the ſummit of 
mount Colias, from whence they diſcovered a 

fleet under full ſail, making towards Phalerus. 
Piſiſtratus preſently diſcerned the Corinthian 
flag, and going down to the port went aboard 
kis fleet, giving orders to weigh anchor and 
meet the enemy. The wind changed on a ſud · 
den and favoured Piſiſtratus; the two fleets 
came up with each other, and were ranged in 
_ order of battle: a foreſt of maſts formed on one 
ſide three lines of a vaſt length, whilſt a triple 
line of Athenian veſſels, bending into the figure 
of a half · moon, preſented an oppoſite foreſt 
upon the water; the heavy-armed ſoldiers were 
poſted upon the decks, the bowmen and {lingers 
at the prow and poop. The trumpet gave the 
ſignal to begin the attack; the gallies on both 
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ſides firſt drew back, then advanced and ſtruck 
againſt each other with violence; they pierced 
and tore each other with their iron beaks; ſome 
ſtruck againſt the prow, others againſt the poop, 
and others againſt the ſides, while thoſe veſſels 
which were attacked preſcated their oars to 
break the violence of the ſhock. The two fleets 
mixed, grappled and came to a cloſe fight; 
Here the Athenian ſoldiers flung themſelves 
from one ſhip to another, there the Corinthi- 

ans threw bridges to board the enemy. 
Cyrus followed Piſiſtratus every where, and 
by his courage ſupplied his want of experience 
ip this ſort of fight. Giving way to his ardour 
he would have thrown himſelf into one of the 
enemies ſhips, but fell into the fea: ſeveral ar- 
vos were ſhot at him, but he plunged into tho 
water, ſaved himſelf by ſwimming, and got on 
board an Athenian galley, which Piſiſtratus ſent 
to his aſſiſtance. Aſhamed of his want of dex- 
terity, he reſolved to periſh or repair his mis- 
fortune: he ordered the rowers to advance to 
the veſſel where Megacles was in perſon, he 
came up with it, and with a flaming dart fet 
fire to it; the Athenian rebel endeavoured to 
eſcape; but periſhed in the fire. Piſitratus and 
kis captains followed the example of Cyrus; 
the wind frethened and blew high; the flames 
R 4 
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mixed with the waves; the Corinthians threw 
themſelves into the water to eſcape: the ſea 
was ſoon covered with men ſwimming amidſt 
rudders and rower's ſeats: this ſad ſpectacle 
continued till the Corinthian fleet was quite 
diſperſed by the wind, or conſumed by the 
flames. After the action Cyrus was wholly em- 
ployed in ſaving the lives of thoſe who were 
upon the point of periſhing : then he returned 
into the port, and ſpent ſome days at Phalerus 
to obſerve the manner of building ſhips, and 
to learn the names and uſes of all their differ- 
ent parts 

When Pifiſtratus had given all the neceſſary 
orders for repairing his galleys, he took Cyrus 
with him in a chariot, and returned to Athens 
by a terraſs which ran along the banks of the 
river Iliffus, By the way he diſcourſed with 
the prince of the naval force of the Athenians, 
the ſchemes he had laid to augment it, the ad- 
vantages which might be drawn from it for 
the ſecurity of Greece againſt foreign invaſions, 
and laſtly. of the uſefulneſs of commerce with 
regard to the navy. Hitherto, ſaid he, the A- 
thenians have applied their thoughts rather to 


grow rich than great, and this has been the 


ſource of our luxury, licentiouſneſs and popular 
diſcord ; where-ever a people carry on com- 
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merce only to increaſe their wealth, the ſtate 


is no longer a public, but a ſociety of mer+ 
chants, who have no other bond of union but 


the deſire of gain. The generous love of their 
country is no longer thought of when the pub- 
lic good interferes with their private intereſt, 
I have endeavoured to prevent theſe miſchiets; 
our ſhips ſubſiſt by their trade in time of peace, 
and are of ſervice in defending our country in 


time of war; by this means commerce contri- 


butes not only to enrich the ſubject, but to aug- 


ment the ſtrength of the ſtate; the public good 


unites with the intereſt of each private ſubject, 
and trade does not in the leaſt diminiſh mili- 
tary virtue, 24 

When Cyrus was ac to Athens, Piſi- 
ſtratus and Solon carried him to ſee their dra- 
matic entertainments. Magnificient theatres, 
pompous decorations, and the nice rules which 
have fince been obſerved, were not then known. 


Tragedy was not in that perfection to which 


it was brought by Sophocles, but it anſwered 


all the views of policy for which it had been 


introduced. The Greek poets, in their drama - 
tic pieces, uſually repreſgnted the tyranny of 
kings, in order to ſtrengthen the averſion of the 
Athenians to regal government; but Piſiſtra- 
tus directed the deliverance of Andromeda to 
be acted, The poet has ſcattered throughout 
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his tragedy ſeveral ſtrokes of panegyric, which 
were the mare ingenious, as they might be ap- 
plied not only to Perſeus, but to Cyrus who 
was deſcended from him. After this enter - 
tainment Solon led the young prince to his re- 
treat on Mars-hill tp take a repaſt there; it was 
more frugaiithan that at the palace of Piſiſtra- 
'tus, but not leſs agreeable, During this repaſt, 
Cyrus defired the wiſe old man to explain to 
him the political deſign and principal parts of 
tragedy, which he did not yet underſtand. 
Solon, Who was himſelf a poet, anſwered: 

the theatre is a living picture of the virtues 
and paſſions of men; imitation deceives the 
mind into a belief that the objects are really 
preſent and not repreſented.” You have for- 
merly read our poet Homer, the drama is on- 
ly an abridgement of epio poeſy; the one is an 
action recited, the other an action repreſented; 
the one recounts the ſueceſſive triumphs ot vir - 
tue over viee and fortune, the other repreſency 
the unſdreſden miſchiefs cauſed by the paſſions; 
the one may abound with the marvellous and: 
ſupernatural, becauſe it treats of heroic ex- 
Ploits, which the gods alone inſpire; but in the 
ather che natural muſt be joined with the ſur-. 
Priſing, to ſhew the genuine effets and play 
af human paſſions ; the heaping of wonders up- 
an wonders tranſports che mind beyond the 
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limits of nature, but it only excites admirati- 
on; on the contrary, by deſoribing the effects 
of virtue and vice, both without us and with- 
in us, man is brought to ſee and know himſelf, 
the heart is touched while the mind is delight- 
ed and amuſed. To reach the ſublime the poet 
muſt be a philoſopher : the moſt beautiful flow- 
ers, graces, and paintings only pleaſe the ima; 
gination without ſatisfying the heart or impro- 
ving the underſtanding ; ſolid principles, noble 
ſentiments and various characters muſt be diſ- 
perſed throughout, in order to diſplay to us 
truth, virtue and nature. Man muſt be repre- 
ſented as he is and as he appears, in his native 
colours and under his diſguiſes, that the pic- 
ture may reſemble the oviginal, in which there 
is always a contraſt of virtues and imperfecti- 
ons. At the ſame time it is neceſſary to con» 
form to the weakneſs of Mankind; too much 
moralizing tires, too much reaſoning chills the 
mind; we muſt turn maxims into action, con- 
ey noble ſentiments by a ſingle ſtroke, and in- 
ſtruct rather by the manners of the hero thay 
by his diſcourſe. 

Theſe are the great rules founded upon bus 
man nature, and the ſprings which muſt be | 
put in motion to make pleaſure ſerviceable to 
inſtruction, I foreſee that one day theſe rules 
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may be improved; hitherto I have contented 
myſelf with making the theatre a ſchool of 
philoſophy for the young Athenians, and uſe- 
ful to their education. It argues an ignorance 
of human nature to think of leading it to wiſ- 
dom at once by conftraint and ſeverity : during 
the ſprightlineſs and fire of youth, there is no 
fixing the attention of the mind but by amu- 
ling it; this age is always upon its guard a- 
gainſt precepts, and therefore that they may be 
reſiſhed, it ĩs neceſſary to diſguiſe them under 
the form of pleaſure, 

Cyrus admired the great deſigns both poli- 
tical and moral of the theatre, and ſaw clear- 
ly at the ſame time that the principal rules of 
tragedy are not arbitrary, buc taken from na- 
ture. He thought he could not better ſhew 
his thankfulneſs to Solon for his inſtructions, 
than by letting him ſee the impreſſion they had 
made upon him. I now perceive, ſaid he, that 
the Egyptians are much in the wrong to deſpiſe 
the Greeks, and eſpecially you Athenians : they 
look npon your graces, your delicacies, and 
your ingenious turns, as frivolous thoughts, ſu- 
perfluous ornaments, and childiſh prettineſſes, 
which denotes a puerility of mind and a weak - 
neſs of genius, which will not ſuffer you to riſe 
higher. But I ſee that you have a nicer taſte 
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than other nations, that you are better ac- 
quainted with human nature, and know how 


to make pleaſures inſtructive. The people of 


other countries are moſtly affected with bold 
flights, violent tranſports, and bloody cataſtro- 
phes : it is for want of ſenſibility that we do 


not diſtinguiſh like you the different ſhades gf 


human thought and paſſion; we are not ac- 
quainted with thoſe foft and ſweet pleaſures 
that ariſe from delicate ſentiments, Solon 
touched with the politeneſs of the prinee's dif- 
courſe, could not forbear embracing him, and 
ſaying: Happy the nation that is governed by 
a prince who travels over the earth and ſeas, 
to carry back into his own country all the trea- 


ſures of wiſdom ! Cyrus ſoon after prepared to 


leave Athens, and at parting made the ſame 
promiſe to Piſiſtratus and Solon which he had 
made to Chilo and Leonidagg,of being ever a 
faithful ally to Greece: he embarked with A- 
raſpes at the port of Phalerus in a Rhodian 
veſſel which was bound for Crete, 

The prince's deſign in going thither was not 
. only to ſtudy the laws of Minos, but likewiſe 
to ſee Pythagoras, who had ſtopped there in his 
way to Croton: all the Eaſtern Magi, whom 
that ſage had ſeen in his travels, had ſpoken 
of him to the prince with encomiums ; be was 
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Keemed the greateſt philoſopher of his age, and 
to underſtand beſt of all men the antient reli- 
gion of Orpheus: his diſpute with Anaximan- 
der the naturaliſt had filled all Greece with his 
Fame, and divided all the learned ; Araſpes had 
been informed of this matter by the philoſo- 
phers of Athens, and during the voyage gave 
Cyrus the following account of it. 
Pythagoras, who was deſcended from the 
ancient kings of the iſſand of Samos, had been 
_ captivated with the charms of wiſdom from his 
tendereſt years; he diſcovered even from that 
time a ſuperior genius and a ſovereign taſte for 
truth. Not finding at Samos any philoſopher 
who could fatisfy his eager thirſt for know- 
Jedge, be left it at eighteen years of age to 
ſeek elſewhere what he could not meet with in 
his own _ ; after having travelled for 
ſeveral years in Egypt and Aſia, he returned 
home fraught wi 25 the ſciences of the Chal- 
deans, Egyptians, Gymnoſophiſts and Hebrews; 
the ſublimity of his genius was equal to the ey⸗ 
tent of his learning; and the excellent qualities 
of his heart ſurpaſſed both; his Rvely and fer- 
tile imagination did not hinder the juſtneſs of 
His reaſoning. 
Anaximander had gone from his own coun- 


try Miletus to the iſland of Samos; he had all 
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the talents which can be acquired by ſtudy, 
but his underſtanding was more ſubtle that 
profound, his notions more glittering than ſo- 
lid, and his deluding elequence full of. ſophi- 
ſtry: he was impious in the very bottom of his 
ſoul, yet affected all the outward. appearances. 
of an extravagant ſuperſtition; he held as di- 
vine truths all the fables of the poets, and 
ſtuck to the literal ſenſe of their allegories: he 
adopted all the vulgar opinions as principles, 
m order to degrade religion, and make it mon- 
ſtrous. 

Pythagoras loudly oppoſed theſe miſchiew- 
ous maxims, and endeavoured to clear religion 
of thoſe abſurd opinions which diſhonoured it. 
Anaximander had known Pythagoras from his 
infancy, he had inſtructed him in all the ſecrets. 
of natural philoſophy, and had loved him with 
the affection of a father; but after the young 
Samian returned from his travels, the Mileſian 
became jealous of his&alents, and reſolved to 
ruin him as an ingrate, who uſurped upon his 
rights, obſcured his glory, and was like to 
be the oracle of Greece; he covered himſelf - 
_ with the veil of a deep hypocriſy, and accuſed 
Pythagoras of impiety ; he ſecretly made uſe of 
all arts to. incenſe the people and alarm Poly- 
crates who then reigned at Samos; he addre+ 
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ed himſelf to all the ſects of philoſophers, and 
to the prieſts of the different divinities, to per- 
ſuade them that the Samian ſage, by teaching 
the unity of one ſole principle, deſtroyed the 
gods of Greece: the king eſteemed and loved 
Pythagoras, yet he ſuffered himſelf to be de- 
.ceived by the artful repreſentations of Anaxi- 
' mander: The ſage was baniſhed from court, 
.and obliged to quit his country, He leads at 
Preſent a retired life in the ifland of Crete, and 
there ſtudies wiſdom without books or conver- 
fation. Having ſearched deep into all the myſte- 
ries of nature, and diſcerned thoſe marks of an 
infinite wiſdom and power, with which every 
part of the univerſe abounds, he ſoars upon 
the wings of contemplation, that he may u- 
Nite himſelf to the ſovereign truth, whoſe im- 
preſſions he receives without the medium of 
words or founds (a). This inſpiration, as I am 
told, is nothing like that enthuſiaſm which 
. heats the mind and agitates the body; but it 
gradually ſtills the noiſe of the ſenſes and ima- 
gination, impoſes ſilence on all vain reaſonings, 
and brings the ſoul to an inward calm, that 
reſembles the repoſe of the gods themſelves, 


(e) See the notion of Simmias the philoſopher in Plutarch 
concerning Socrates's genius, | | 
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whoſe infinite activity does not in the leaſt di- 
miniſh their perfect tranquillity, In this ſu- 
blime ſtate Pythagoras practiſes all the human 
and ſocial virtues, but it is with an ultimate re- 
gard to the gods, and in imitation of their vera- 
city and goodneſs; he is modeſt, affable, polite, 
delicate in all his ſentiments, diſintereſted in 
all his actions, ſpeaks little, and never diſplays 
his talents but to inſpire the love of virtue. 
This account of the Samian philoſopher gave 
Cyrus a greater deſire to fee him, and to learn 
the particulars of his diſpute, The wind con- 


tinued faveurable, and the veſſel in a few days 


made the iſland of Crete. 


End of the Fixes TVoLuny, 
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